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MISSION STATEMENT 

To work in a responsible and constructive manner with Government and 

the Community to explore innovative ways to achieve the Association’s 

Aims and Objectives 

 

 To promote and encourage a responsible preservation of 

collections of historical and antique artefacts for future 

generations. 

 To foster and promote a public awareness and importance to 

preserve our heritage and history for all times. 

 To preserve and promote a responsible maintenance and 

collection of Australian military memorabilia in particular and 

associated items in general. 

 To encourage responsible collectors to maintain and preserve  

 historical and antique firearms. 

 To explore innovative ways of assisting collectors in the 

maintenance of their interests for the future. 
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Presidents Report April 2015 

 

Hi Troops 

 

 The Show is in hand and things are on the move to get the prelims on the go. 

 

I am putting a plea to Members to consider displaying their collections at our Annual Show, as the 

majority of tables now being booked are strongly Firearm or Militaria oriented. Although this is great, 

we need to keep in mind we are a Family Collecting Club and the calibre of displays should be Family 

Oriented to attract Families with broad interests. We have now trialled out the new Venue and this year 

we know we can fit in more tables SO there is plenty of space for more displays. Please consider this in 

your plans for this year.  

 

    There is a collector’s shoot scheduled for 19 April.  I may not be able to attend it but as long as it is 

gazetted in the minutes, and a Range Officer is present to control it, it can go ahead.  The Committee has 

put together a list of Safety Rules and Guidelines for our Club Shoots, which all shooters will be made 

aware of via this newsletter and at the Range whenever a Shoot takes place. 

 

We have a bus trip in mind for Club Members, more details will come to light at this General 

Meeting. 

 

With a bit of help from Nick from BAAMCS, we have restarted our application for the GCCA to 

be an approved shooting club. 

 

I have become aware of several members who are not well 

health-wise, please remember our thoughts are with you and if any of 

you need help with anything, please let Leighton or I know and we will 

see if we can assist in any way.  Also, our condolences to Karen Carr 

and June Trickey who both recently lost family members.  Our 

thoughts are with them both at this sad time. 

 

 

Leave you in collecting, Gee Pee (Greg Penna.  President) 

‘Letter to the Editor’ taken from   Club Secretary, Leighton Rawlings pictured with the display referred to 
The SSAA Australian Shooters Journal.  In the article. 



The original of this envelope & signed 

letter was shown to keen Bendigo 

Flying Club members Richard & Greg 

Penna who got permission to 

photocopy them for this newsletter! 



Golden City Collectors Assoc. Inc. of Bendigo 

April Committee Meeting held at the Lewis Residence – 2nd April 2015 

 

Present: Greg Penna, Leighton Rawlings, Chris Jolme, Matt Carra, Richard Penna, Les Lewis & Sue Rawlings.  

 

Apologies:  Phil Brown, R Arman, Ted Spicer, Tim Fitzgerald & Phil Smith 

It was moved that apologies are accepted by L Rawlings, 2nd. M Carra.     Carried. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the 5 March 2015 Committee Meeting were read.  

L Lewis moved that the minutes are accepted as a true record of that meeting. 2nd. M Carra.   Carried. 

 

Business Arising: 

1. Darkhorse Print flyers for the 2015 Annual Show have arrived & will be distributed to members. A digital 

copy has been forwarded to Matt Carra to be used in Online advertising and our Website. 

2. Tim Fitzgerald liaising re World War I displays by other groups at our Annual Show – Ongoing. 

3. Gallipoli & Beyond Re-enactment at Barwon Park Mansion, Whittlesea on 18th & 19th April. Remind members 

at General Meeting about this event. 

4. Ramp for easy access to Annual Show venue. Greg Penna and Rick Thomson have measured the area and 

although complicated, it can be done, but will require considerable thought.  Leighton Rawlings offered to 

help where possible re construction of this ramp. 

 

Correspondence In: 

1. Australia Post re Renewal of post box $120 

2. Newsletter – A. & M. Collectors of N.S.W. - March 2015 

3. Newsletter – A.H.A.A. of South Australia – March 2015 

4. Bendigo Bank Statement No. 196. Ladies Committee. 

5. New Member application from Paul Arthur Dewey, Heathcote. Email: paul_dewey_australia@hotmail.com 

6. Newsletter – SSAA Hist. Arms & Military Soc. Of Tasmania. Vol 30, Jan-Feb-March 2015 No. 1 

 

Correspondence Out: 

1. Parthian Shot Newsletter for March 2015 

2. Emails to N. Smith, Ballarat re Shooting Club Certification. 

Moved by L Lewis that ‘Correspondence In’ is accepted & ‘Correspondence Out’ endorsed. 2nd. T Fitzgerald. Carried.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Richard Penna tabled his report which will be read out at the April General Meeting and is available to 

members upon request. 

 

Membership Report:  An application was received from Paul Arthur Dewey who attended our March meeting as a guest.  Paul 

has submitted the necessary forms and photos and was accepted at Committee level. Will be submitted to members to be 

ratified at the April General Meeting. 

 

General Business:  

1. Our Application to become a recognised Shooting Club is being reviewed by L.R.D.  They are going to 

reassess our application based on information that had been over-looked. 

2. A draft set of ‘Range Rules’ was tabled for discussion to ensure the GCCA operate the safest Shoots 

possible at the Shelbourne Quarry Range each month.  Three amendments were made and the final 

draft approved.  Copies will be printed, laminated and circulated at Club Shooting Events and a copy 

will be placed in the Newsletter for all members to read. 

3. Romsey Antique Fair.  Les Lewis reported that their inaugural fair was well attended with a good 

range of Collectables and Artists. 

4. Show mail-out.  Richard Arman to forward paperwork to Sue Rawlings to check, then have printed. 

 

MEETING CLOSED: 9.20 pm 

mailto:paul_dewey_australia@hotmail.com


 A Digger died today. 

He was getting old and paunchy 

and his hair was falling fast, 

And he sat around the R.S.L., 

Telling stories of the past. 

Of a war that he once fought in 

And the deeds that he had done,  

In his exploits with his mates;  

They were heroes, every one. 

And 'tho sometimes to his neighbours 

His tales became a joke,  

All his mates listened quietly 

for they knew where of he spoke. 

But we'll hear his tales no longer,  

For ol' Jack has passed away,  

And the world's a little poorer 

For a Digger died today. 

He won't be mourned by many,  

Just his children and his wife. 

For he lived an ordinary,  

Very quiet sort of life. 

He held a job and raised a family,  

Going quietly on his way;  

And the world won't note his passing, 

'Tho a Digger died today. 

When politicians leave this earth,  

Their bodies lie in state,  

While thousands note their passing,  

And proclaim that they were great. 

The Media tell of their life stories 

from the time that they were young,  

But the passing of a Digger 

Goes unnoticed, and unsung. 

Is the greatest contribution 

to the welfare of our land,  

Some smoothie who breaks his promise 

and cons his fellow man? 

Or the ordinary fellow 

Who in times of war and strife,  

Goes off to serve his country 

And offers up his life? 

The politician's stipend 

and the style in which they live,  

Are often disproportionate,  

to the service that they give. 

 

 

 

It is not the politicians 

with their compromise and ploys,  

Who won for us the freedom 

that our country now enjoys. 

Should you find yourself in danger,  

With your enemies at hand,  

Would you really want some cop-out,  

With his ever-waffling stand? 

Or would you want a Digger 

His home, his country, his kin,  

Just a common Digger,  

Who would fight until the end? 

He was just a common Digger,  

And his ranks are growing thin,  

But his presence should remind us 

We may need his likes again. 

For when countries are in conflict,  

We find the Digger's part,  

Is to clean up all the troubles 

that the politicians start. 

If we cannot do him honour 

while he's here to hear the praise,  

Then at least let's give him homage 

at the ending of his days. 

Perhaps just a simple headline 

in the paper that might say: 

"OUR COUNTRY IS IN MOURNING,  

A DIGGER DIED TODAY." 
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Medicare - Part G - Nursing Home Plan - A zero premium, no deductible Long Term Health 
Plan.   
 
Say you are an older senior citizen and can no longer take care of yourself but the 
government says there is no Nursing Home care available for you. So, what do you do? You 
opt for Medicare Part G. 
 
The plan gives anyone 75 or older a gun (Part G) and one bullet. You are allowed to shoot 
one worthless politician. This means you will be sent to prison for the rest of your life 
where you will receive three meals a day, a roof over your head, central heating and air 
conditioning, cable TV, a library, and all the health care you need. Need new teeth? No 
problem. Need glasses? That's great. Need a hearing aid, new hip, knees, kidney, lungs, sex 
change, or heart? They are all covered! 
 
As an added bonus, your kids can come and visit you at least as often as they do now! 
And, who will be paying for all of this? The same government that just told you they can't 
afford for you to go into a nursing home. And you will get rid of a useless politicians while 
you are at it. And now, because you are a prisoner, you don't have to pay any more income 
taxes! 
 
Is this a great country or what? Now that you have solved your senior financial plan, enjoy 
the rest of your week! 
 

 

An extract from Hillary Clinton's new autobiography, 'The Truth Will Always Prevail'. To 
be released soon………………. 
 
  "Some years ago, nearing dinner time at the White House, our regular cook fell ill and they 
had to get a replacement on short notice. He wasn't the smartest looking guy, in fact he 
seemed a bit dirty. Bill voiced his concerns to his Chief of Staff but was told that this was 
the best they could do on such short notice. "Just before the meal, Bill noticed the cook 
sticking his finger in the soup to taste it and again complained to the Chief Of Staff, but he 
was assured that many Chefs did that. 
  "Dinner went okay, although Bill thought that the soup tasted a little funny. By the time 
dessert came, he started to have stomach cramps and nausea. It was getting worse and 
worse until finally the President had to excuse himself. "By now, he was desperately ill with 
violent cramps and was so disorientated that he couldn't remember which door led to the 
bathroom. He was on the verge of passing out from the pain when he finally found a door 
that opened. "As he unzipped his trousers and ran in, he realized to his horror that he had 
stumbled into Monica Lewinsky's office with his trousers around his knees. 
 As he was about to pass out, this naive girl bent over him and heard President Clinton 
whisper in a barely audible voice: "Sack my cook" 
 "And that is how the whole misunderstanding occurred." 
 

 
Nicknames     -   Jim was listening to the radio this morning when the host invited callers to reveal 
the nicknames they had for their wives. 
The best call was from a brave chap who called his wife,   "Harvey Norman" 

  
The host asked him why that name?   

He replied, "Absolutely no interest for 36 months." 

 
 

 



A little slice of World War II History 

The Day Japan Bombed Brooking's, Oregon 

Brookings, Oregon By: Norm Goyer 

  
September 9, 1942, the I-25 class Japanese submarine was cruising in an easterly direction raising its periscope 

occasionally as it neared the United States Coastline.  Japan had attacked Pearl Harbor less than a year ago and the 

Captain of the attack submarine knew that Americans were watching their coast line for ships and aircraft that might 

attack our country.  Dawn was approaching; the first rays of the sun were flickering off the periscopes lens.  

Their mission; attack the west coast with incendiary bombs in hopes of starting a devastating forest fire. 

  
If this test run was successful, Japan had hopes of using their huge submarine fleet to attack the eastern end of the 

Panama Canal to slow down shipping from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  The Japanese Navy had a large number of I-

400 submarines under construction.  Each capable of carrying three aircraft. Pilot Chief Warrant Officer Nobuo Fujita 

and his crewman Petty Officer Shoji Okuda were making last minute checks of their charts making sure they matched 

those of the submarine's navigator. 

 The only plane ever to drop a bomb on the 
United States during WW-II was this 
submarine based Glen. 
  
September 9, 1942: Nebraska forestry 

student Keith V. Johnson was on duty atop a 

forest fire lookout tower between Gold's 

Beach and Brookings Oregon.  Keith had 

memorized the silhouettes of Japanese long 

distance bombers and those of our own 

aircraft. He felt confident that he could spot 

and identify, friend or foe, almost 

immediately. It was cold on the coast this 

September morning, and quiet. The residents of the area were still in bed or preparing to head for work. Lumber was 

a large part of the industry in Brookings, just a few miles north of the California Oregon state lines. 

  
The aircraft carried two incendiary 168 

pound bombs and a crew of two. 

 Aboard the submarine the Captain's voice 
boomed over the PA system, "Prepare to 
surface, aircrew report to your stations, wait 
for the open hatch signal" During training 
runs several subs were lost when the hangar 
door was opened too soon and sea water 
rushed into the hangars and sank the boat 
with all hands lost. You could hear the 
change of sound as the bow of the I-25 
broke from the depths, nosed over for its 
run on the surface. A loud bell signalled the 

"All Clear." 
The crew assigned to the single engine Yokosuki E14Ys float equipped observation and light attack aircraft sprang 
into action.  They rolled the plane out its hangar built next to the conning tower. The wings and tail were unfolded, 
and two 168 pound incendiary bombs were attached to the hard points under the wings. This was a small two 
passenger float plane with a nine cylinder 340 hp radial engine. 



  
It was full daylight when the Captain ordered the aircraft to be placed on the catapult. Warrant Officer Fujita started 

the engine, let it warm up, and checked the magnetos and oil pressure. There was a slight breeze blowing and the 

seas were calm. A perfect day to attack the United States of America. When the gauges were in the green the pilot 

signalled and the catapult launched the aircraft. After a short climb to altitude the pilot turned on a heading for the 

Oregon coast. 

 The "Glen" was launched via catapult 

from a I-25 class Japanese submarine. 
  
Johnson was sweeping the horizon but 

could see nothing, he went back to his 

duties as a forestry agent which was 

searching for any signs of a forest fire 

the morning moved on. Every few 

minutes he would scan low, medium 

and high but nothing caught his eye. 

  
The small Japanese float plane had 

climbed to several thousand feet of 

altitude for better visibility and to get 

above the coastal fog. The pilot had 

calculated land fall in a few minutes 

and right on schedule he could see the 

breakers flashing white as they hit the Oregon shore. 

Johnson was about to put his binoculars down when something flashed in the sun just above the fog bank. It was 

unusual because in the past all air traffic had been flying up and down the coast, not aiming into the coast. 

  
The pilot of the aircraft checked his course and alerted his observer to be on the lookout for a fire tower which was 
on the edge of the wooded area where they were supposed to drop their bombs. These airplanes carried very little 
fuel and all flights were in and out without any loitering. The plane reached the shore line and the pilot made a 
course correction 20 degrees to the north.  The huge trees were easy to spot and certainly easy to hit with the 
bombs. The fog was very wispy by this time. 

 Warrant Officer Fujita is shown 
with his Yokosuka E14Y (Glen) float 
plane prior to his flight. 
  
Johnson watched in awe as the 
small floatplane with a red meat ball 
on the wings flew overhead, the 
plane was not a bomber and there 
was no way that it could have flown 
across the Pacific, Johnson could 
not understand what was 
happening. He locked onto the 
plane and followed it as it headed 
inland. 
  
The pilot activated the release locks 
so that when he could pickled the 
bombs they would release. His 
instructions were simple, fly at 500 
feet, drop the bombs into the trees 

and circle once to see if they had started any fires and then head back to the submarine. 



 Johnson could see the two bombs under the wing of the plane and knew that they would be dropped. He grabbed 
his communications radio and called the Forest Fire Headquarters informing them of what he was watching unfold. 

  
The bombs tumbled from the small seaplane and impacted the forests, the pilot circled once and spotted fire around 
the impact point. He executed a 180 degree turn and headed back to the submarine. There was no air activity, the 
skies were clear. The small float plane lined up with the surfaced submarine and landed gently on the ocean, then 
taxied to the sub. A long boom swung out from the stern. His crewman caught the cable and hooked it into the 
pickup attached to the roll over cage between the cockpits. The plane was swung onto the deck, the plane's crew 
folded the wings and tail, pushed it into its hangar and secured the water tight doors. The I-25 submerged and 
headed back to Japan. 
  
This event, which caused no damage, marked the only time during World War II that an enemy plane had dropped 
bombs on the United States mainland. What the Japanese didn't count on was coastal fog, mist and heavy doses of 
rain made the forests so wet they simply would not catch fire. 

  
This Memorial Plaque is located in Brookings, Oregon                                  at the site 

of the 1942 bombing. 

  
Fifty years later the Japanese pilot, who survived the war, would return to Oregon 

to help dedicate a historical plaque at the exact spot where his two bombs had 

impacted. 

  
The elderly pilot then donated his ceremonial sword as a gesture of peace and 

closure of the bombing of Oregon in 1942. 

 

For all you history buffs out there! 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 

19 April Collectors Shoot – Shelbourne Quarry Range at 11am. (Matt Carra will be attending the Barwon Park 

event listed below on Saturday but will be avail. to act as Range Officer for this Shoot on Sunday) 

 

18 & 19 April Gallipoli, Before And Beyond:  The Military Historical Society Geelong and the Geelong Military Re-

enactment Group, in assoc. with the National Trust are presenting a Military Living History weekend at 

the historic Barwon Park Mansion, 105 Inverleigh Rd., Winchelsea, Vic. 10am-4pm 

 Experience battlefield re-enactments with blank firing and stunning pyrotechnics!  If unable to attend 

the April General Meeting but would like to attend with other members. Ring Greg 0427 400 930 

 

7 May  GCCA Committee Meeting will be hosted by Tim Fitzgerald 

12 May GCCA General Meeting to be held at the Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet Street at 7.30pm.   

 Theme: Edged Weapons 

 

17 May Ted Harvey Black Powder Shoot will be held at the Shelbourne Quarry Range at 11am. If you haven’t 

seen John Bacon’s Cannon & Puckle Gun in action.  Come along as it is a treat to behold! 

 



 

GCCA BASIC RANGE RULES (Please Read) 

Safety is the responsibility of everyone on the range. 

1. No shooting is permitted unless all red flags are flying. 

2. No handling of any firearm is permitted on the firing line while there are people down range. 

3. When moving around the range all firearms must be pointed in the air. They must be unloaded, have the action open and 

magazine removed. 

4. All firearms must be checked and cleared by the Range Officer before being removed from the firing line. 

5. All firearms should be secured adequately while not being used or under the direct control of the owner, Range Officer or 

delegate. 

6. Ear and eye protection should be worn at all times when on or near the firing line. Failure to do so may affect any claim made in 

regard to an incident where injury might have occurred. 

7. No ‘Show and Tell’ of any firearms is permitted on the firing line or around the shooting range. 

8. No chronographs to be setup on the firing line without prior approval of the Range Officer. 

9. All persons on or near the firing line must pay attention to and obey all orders given by the Range Officer.  

10. Breaches of these rules may incur removal from the range, counselling and/or other disciplinary action. 

                                ALWAYS REMEMBER 

1. Treat every firearm with respect. Ensure that the muzzle is always pointed in a safe direction. 

 

2. Treat every firearm as if it is LOADED until you have personally proven otherwise. 

3. Clear your firearm before handing it to someone else.    4. Clear the firearm after receiving if from someone else. 

5. When a firearm is unattended, it must be left in a safe and stable position. 

6. Never throw a firearm to someone else; this is stupid and dangerous. Do not attempt to catch a firearm thrown to you. 

7. Never shoot at a hard flat surface, or at the surface of water, as there is the possibility of ricochet. 

8. Always carry the firearm with a definite purpose, always having complete control of the firearm. 

9. Never POINT ANY firearm, LOADED or EMPTY, at anyone. 

10. Do not cock the firearm or place your finger inside the trigger until you are ready to fire. 

11. Be sure of your target. Always identify your target before you fire. 

12. Never fire whilst running. Always stop and take aim before firing. 

13. Every time a firearm is handled for any purpose other than firing, unload and visually check to ensure the firearm is safe. 

14. Check your ammunition. Old ammunition is not reliable. 

15. Store your firearm in a dry, secure place. 

16. Maintain your firearm in A1 condition. 

17. Remember, guns and alcohol don’t mix. 
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