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MISSION STATEMENT 

To work in a responsible and constructive manner with Government and 

the Community to explore innovative ways to achieve the Association’s 

Aims and Objectives 

 

 To promote and encourage a responsible preservation of 

collections of historical and antique artefacts for future 

generations. 

 To foster and promote a public awareness and importance to 

preserve our heritage and history for all times. 

 To preserve and promote a responsible maintenance and 

collection of Australian military memorabilia in particular and 

associated items in general. 

 To encourage responsible collectors to maintain and preserve  

 historical and antique firearms. 

 To explore innovative ways of assisting collectors in the 

maintenance of their interests for the future. 
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Presidents Report May 2015 
 

Hi Troops, Time for me to prattle on again. 
Our annual show preparations are well on the way and we are now receiving bookings and enquiries. We have modified 
our Table and Floor Plan layout, so we have more tables available for those Displayers considering displaying their 
collectables. 
 
If you did not receive a show pack and would like to be a trader or displayer at our 2015 Show, please contact Richard 
Arman or a committee member to request a copy, or better still log on to our Website at: 
www.collectorsbendigo.com.au and download one. 
 
For members' interest, the 2015 Show dates will be Saturday and Sunday August 22nd and 23rd.  Please mark your 
calendars as we hope to see many of you attending and/or helping. The new Venue has a lot of positives over the KFLC 
and also has more table room, so for members wishing to dust off their collections and display, there is a good 
opportunity to do this for this years show. 
 
May 17th will be our next Collectors shoot - The Ted Harvey Black Powder Shoot is the theme, so bring along any of your 
black powder firearms for a fun day. Plenty Big Boom and Smoke. Great for Asthmatics and stopping the chooks laying. 
We should have Cannons there belonging to John Bacon who has confirmed he will and Tony Wadsworth may be there if 
he can wangle things, but it is still promising to be a great spectacle.  
   
Annual Subscriptions fall due at the end of June.  Firearms license holders and those members who collect prohibited or 
controlled weapons must renew their annual membership to retain their legal Collector’s Status. We, as a recognised 
collecting club may be asked to report ALL and ANY members who either resign or are not financial. This I assure you will 
be done if requested so we do not jeopardize our authorized club status. However, be aware, it is YOUR responsibility to 
make sure you are financial and lawful, NOT the GCCA’s.   Remember it is YOUR Responsibility. 
 
Four car-loads of Collectors ventured over to Nathalia to visit the incredible collection of Neville Leaf…. Next month 
there will be the full story with photos of this wonderful day enjoyed by the 13 who attended.    
 
Rick Thompson and I visited the Major League Sports Complex to plan the construction of the Ramp Extension. Rick had 
another idea for a ramp which looked better so now he has his finger on the pulse and is off to bring his baby into 
fruition. From past results created by Rick, it will be good.  Just watch that space. 
 

This month Tim Fitzgerald (left) hosted the Committee Meeting at his workplace, the Bendigo 
Fire Station and after the meeting and a delightful supper homemade by his partner Wendy’s 
daughter Hayley, we had a tour of the facility and an in-depth look at the Fire Engines and how 
they utilize every piece of space for life-saving equipment. Thanks Tim! 
For those members who may need to contact me by email, my new email address has changed 
and is now:  pennagregory@gmail.com    
Again, leave this with you, in collecting and 
maybe I’ll see you at the shoot.  Gee Pee. 

http://www.collectorsbendigo.com.au/
mailto:pennagregory@gmail.com


 

April 18th & 19th saw two enthusiastic members of the GCCA travel down to the Historic Barwon Park 

Mansion Estate, Winchester that is now under the management of the National Trust.  The major 

event this year was the 100th Anniversary of the Anzac landings on Gallipoli but also encompassed 

living history of military activities from the 1800’s through to current times of the 21st Century. 

  

Eddie Ford, Leighton Rawlings and son Scott travelled down on the Sunday where for only $15 

admission we had one of the most amazing days experienced for some time.  Upon entering the 

compound, which took us in around 5 to 6 acres of country-side around the historic Barwon Park 

Mansion, we were confronted by a flag raising ceremony and salute from a Company of 42nd Royal 

Highland Regiment and British 95th Rifle Regiment from Napoleonic times, 

the discharging of their muzzle-loading long arms was exceptionally colourful.   

 Then wandering freely around the many encampment displays we took in 

how life was lived in encampments through WWI, then Australian 1941 

Desert Campaign on to Australia Pacific action through 1944, these camps 

came with all authentic uniforms, weapons and vehicles.  Then the Greek 

encampment (pictured left) of WWII came with Greek signage (which was 

double-Dutch to most of us!) and 2 Greek soldiers with fancy headgear, 

armament and pop-poms on their boots.  The U.S. Civil War was well 

attended by both the ‘’The Blue and the Grey’’ sides of the conflict complete 

with their period armament.  

Barwon Park Mansion, Winchelsea – The Venue for a bi-annual event, this year featuring the 100th 

Anniversary of the Anzac landings but also encompassing a living history of military activities from the 

1800’s through to current times of this Century.  Written by Leighton Rawlings  



The WWII German camp was quite eerie to step 

into, for suddenly one was surrounded by grey 

uniforms, jack boots and all the Nazi insignia, 

these troops took on their roles with considerable 

gusto and all seemed to be 7 foot tall, some nearly 

this wide as well!   

 A surprise was in store here as suddenly a Polish 

sniper in a hay loft at our backs popped off one of 

the German soldiers, there was instant action 

from the rest of the squad, dropping behind hand-

carts, boxes, walls etc. (all conveniently placed 

beforehand).  Up came Mauser rifles, Schematiser machine guns and luger pistols and there was a 

barrage of fire towards the strategically placed 

sniper, the result, one sniper hanging from the loft 

window.  The crowd lapsed into a deathly silence 

and scattered with the action; came alive again 

and quickly examined the combatants, who all 

suddenly came to life and mingled with the crowd.  

One reflects that this was a recreation of actual 

activities during WW2 in Europe. 

 Next came a life-size model of a WW2 naval mine 

that was manufactured at G.M.H.  Fisherman’s Bend 

in Melbourne during the 1940-45 period.  Then came 

an amazing display of U.S. Army detachments 

including a re-supply area catering for vehicle 

maintenance (left) and replacement parts, with 

original items such as new tyres, vehicle parts and a 

full workshop.  Then came an M.P. Station with 

authentically uniformed M.P.’s with guard-house.  

There were many jeeps, Dodge weapon carriers and 

M3 White Scout cars parked around the area. 

 

The U.S. ‘’Redball Express’’ was well 

attended with original military trucks 

etc.  This unit was the logistical arm of 

the U.S. Army in Europe, without them 

the troops would not have food or 

ammunition among many other 

necessities.  The U.S. was also well 

represented in the Pacific Campaign as 

well with all original uniforms, tents, 

jungle equipment etc. 



Then (right) there was a combined display of the 

Vietnam experience with a jungle camouflage, 

heavy jungle growth, camouflaged jeeps and trucks 

and a great display of 1960s-1977s military arms. 

Suddenly we were amongst a detachment of Hum-

Vees with Desert Storm troops milling about in full 

uniform, again these troops looked 7 ft. tall.       

 

There was also a good display of 

Militaria, toy soldiers and model kits 

by the proprietors of ‘The Toy Soldier 

Experience’ who won ‘’Best of Show 

Display’’ at our 2014 GCCA Annual 

Arms & Collectables Show and ‘’E.K. 

Militaria’’ also traders at our Annual 

show, both of whom put on an 

excellent showing. 

Then the announcement came that the live re-

enactments were to commence with WWI and 

Gallipoli being the lead off.  This was held on 

Battlefields A and B away from the Mansion area.  

We took our positions overlooking a WWI trench 

complete with troops, .303 rifles and Vickers 

machine guns (which were operated by LPG gas), 

approximately 25 metres away was another 

camouflaged trench system manned by Turkish 

troops. 

  

 

Along with a huge crowd, we watched as jam 

tin grenades were manufactured and a live 

attack was carried out that captured the 

Turkish line, although losing many allied 

troops in doing so.   

 

 



Then after a short intermission the WW2 contingent of British/Australian and German 

troops staged a further live battlefield scene with German half-track troop carrier against an 

allied 25 pounder cannon (below) and a field cannon mounted on a Blitz truck accompanied 

by a squad of ground troops.   

 

This action was amazing with the 25 pounder firing a full complement of dummy rounds, the 

Blitz doing the same, the noise was deafening and certainly something to experience, also 

the pyrotechnics were amazing as well with near-to-life explosions going off amongst both 

opposing sides.  The crowd was obviously astounded by all this activity. 

 With the action completed then came a display 

of military vehicles, ranging through the 

battlefield.  Firstly came a Stuart tank, then 2 

British Bren Gun Carriers (left) disappearing into 

large, deep dugouts in the ground and then 

rearing out the further side.   

 Then came the squad of Hum-vees (below) 

complete with armament, troops and much 

equipment 

on board doing the same activity.  The day had gone so 

quickly with so much to see and as the crowd of 

onlookers filed away to their vehicles there were many 

exclamations of delight as to what we had just 

experienced.   

This event is held every 2 years at this location and is not 

to be missed.  We will return in April 2017 without fail 

and I would recommend all of you consider doing the 

same for a magnificent experience! 



Golden City Collectors Assoc. Inc. of Bendigo 

May Committee Meeting held at the Bendigo Fire Station hosted by Tim Fitzgerald – 7th May 2015 

 

Present: Greg Penna, Leighton Rawlings, Chris Jolme, Matt Carra, Les Lewis, Sue Rawlings, Phil Brown,  

Richard Arman, Ted Spicer, Tim Fitzgerald & Phil Smith  

 

Apologies:  Richard Penna 

It was moved that apologies are accepted by M Carra, 2nd.  Les Lewis     Carried. 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the 2 April 2015 Committee Meeting were read.  

C Jolme moved that the minutes are accepted as a true record of that meeting. 2nd. P Smith.   Carried. 

 

Business Arising: 

1. Tim Fitzgerald reported that World War I group ‘Mining, Mud & Metals’ will not be displaying at our 

Annual Show. He is still liaising with other groups. 

2. Online advertising for the Annual show has been finalized and paid for. 

3. Ramp for easy access to Annual Show venue. Greg Penna and Rick Thomson have further 

investigated the best design and Rick has offered to take on constructing this project which was 

much appreciated by the Committee as we know the high quality of Rick’s work. Rick has 

completed making containers for transporting our new Display Cases complete with a pocket for 

the keys!  

4. A discussion took place as to whether or not to re-submit an application to the L.R.D. to become a 

recognised Shooting Club as well as a Collectors Club. It was decided to re-evaluate in 6 months. 

5. The Range Rules distributed at the April Shoot were received well by shooters ensuring the safest 

possible environment for them to participate in, making the Shelbourne Range a very safe venue.  

 

Correspondence In: 

1. Stephan Spano re his change of address. Change to: 6 Furphy Close, Romsey. 3434 

2. Bendigo Bank Statement for Term Deposit Account 

3. Bendigo Bank Statement No.  324 – Working Account 

4. Bendigo Bank Statement No. 197 - Ladies Committee. 

5. R.T.S. – 3 items returned from Damien Benetto’s last known address. Cease newsletter postage 

until we obtain a new address. 

6. Newsletter – A.C. Assn. of Northern Territory. March 2015 

7. Newsletter – A.H.A.A. of South Australia – April 2015 

8. Newsletter – A. & H. A.C. Guild of Victoria.  ‘’Very Light’’ – April & Flyers for May 2 & 4 Auction.                                                                        

9. A. & M.C. of N.S.W. – April 2015 

10. Letter to the Editor from Glenda with S.D. containing photos from the trip to Nathalia 

11. Copy of the Show Package mailed out to Traders and Displayers. 

12. Copy of the ‘’Welcome’’ Package to be distributed on Show weekend. 

13. Show enquiry form Yvette Hutchinson expressing a wish to be placed next to Nigel S. & Vicky A. 

 

Correspondence Out: 

1. Parthian Shot Newsletter for April 2015 



Moved by T Spicer that ‘Correspondence In’ is accepted & ‘Correspondence Out’ endorsed. 2nd. R Arman. 

Carried.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Richard Penna was an apology so his report was deferred to the May General Meeting 

 

Membership Report:  Also deferred to the May General Meeting. 

 

General Business:  

1. Annual Show.  47 packages were sent out.  A discussion took place and it was decided that 

due to the popularity of the Show all trade tables will need to be paid for well before the 

Show in order for Traders to secure a place as we now have a waiting list.  This is to be 

highlighted in the Parthian Shot and a follow up letter may need to be posted to Traders at a 

later date informing them of this, as it was not included in the letter sent out with the Show 

package.  (As Maxwell Smart would have said “Missed by that much!”)  

2. Used Guns and Oz Guns online advertising is in place. 

3. Discussion took place re exchanging free passes with other Clubs. Complimentary passes to 

be sent out closer to the Show. 

4. Parking near the Show venue.  The Trucking Company has agreed to Traders & Displayers 

using their grounds to free up parking for patrons. 

5. Les Lewis reported he and David Dalgliesh had attended an ANZAC Display at Maldon where 

they saw the Maldon Machinery Museum and thought it a good venue for a future trip. 

6. Another possible trip destination is the Tank Museum at Puckapunyal which would need to 

be arranged beforehand. 

7. The Barwon Park Re-enactment Weekend and trip to see Neville Leaf’s Collection at Nathalia 

were both very successful. (Read about the Barwon Park event in this month’s newsletter 

and the Nathalia trip in the June edition). 

 

MEETING CLOSED: 9.00 pm 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

17 May Ted Harvey Black Powder Shoot will be held at the Shelbourne Quarry Range at 11am. If you 

haven’t seen John Bacon’s Cannon & Puckle Gun in action.  Come along as it is a treat to behold 

 

4 June  GCCA June Committee Meeting will be held at the home of Richard & Frances Penna 

9 June GCCA June General Meeting to be held at the Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet Street at 

7.30pm.  Theme: Coins, Badges & Medallions 

 

21 June Collectors Shoot will be held at the Shelbourne Quarry Range at 11 am. (Shortest day of the 

year!) 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES. 

1.  All GCCA Annual Subs due by the end of June 2015 

2. Traders need to send payment with their table bookings to secure a 

place at the 2015 GCCA Annual Show as we have a ‘Waiting List’. 



A   GREAT STORY - THE DIGGERS! 
    

Airline Lunches - [a feel good story sharing an appreciation of our soldiers] 

 

I put my carry-on in the luggage compartment and sat down in my 

assigned seat. It was going to be a long flight from Perth. "I'm glad I have a 

good book to read.  Perhaps I will even get a short sleep." I thought.  

  

Just before take-off, a line of diggers came down the aisle and filled all the 

vacant seats, totally surrounding me. I decided to start a conversation. 

 "Where are you blokes headed?" I asked the Digger seated nearest to me. 

"Puckapunyal. We'll be there for two weeks for special training, and then 

we're being deployed to Afghanistan."  
  

  

 After flying for about an hour, an announcement was made that lunches 

were available for five dollars. It would be several hours before we reached 

Melbourne, and I quickly decided a lunch would help pass the time. 

 

As I reached for my wallet, I overheard a soldier ask his mate if he planned to 

buy lunch. "No, that seems like a lot of money for just an airline lunch. 

Probably wouldn't be worth five bucks.  I'll wait till we get to 

Pucka."   His mate agreed. 

 

I looked around at the other soldiers. None were buying lunch. 

I walked to the back of the plane and handed the flight attendant a 

Fifty dollar note. "Take a lunch to all those soldiers." She grabbed my arms 

and squeezed tightly. Her eyes wet with tears, she thanked me. 

 "My young bloke was a digger in Iraq. It's almost like you are doing it for 

him." Picking up ten lunchboxes, she headed up the aisle to where the 

Diggers were seated. She stopped at my seat and asked, "Which do you like 

best - beef or chicken?'" "Chicken." I replied, wondering why she asked. 
  

She turned and went to the front of plane, returning a minute later with a 

dinner plate from first class. "This is your thanks." After we finished eating, I 

went again to the back of the plane, heading   for the rest room.  

 An old bloke stopped me. "I saw what you did. I want to be part of it.  

 Here, take this." He handed me twenty-five dollars… 



  

  

 Soon after I returned to my seat, I saw the Captain coming down the aisle, 

looking at the aisle numbers as he walked. I hoped he wasn't looking for me,  

but noticed he was looking at the numbers only on my side of the plane. 

When he got to my row he stopped, smiled, held out his hand, and said, 

"I want to shake your hand.'" Quickly unfastening my seat-belt I stood and 

took the Captain's hand. With a booming voice he said, "I was an army pilot 

a long time back. Once someone bought me lunch. It was an act of kindness I 

never forgot." I was embarrassed when applause was heard from all of the 

passengers.  

 

Later I walked to the front of the plane so I could stretch my legs. 

A kid who looked about 18 was sitting about six rows in front of me reached 

out his hand, wanting to shake mine.  He left another twenty-five dollars 

in my palm. 

 

When we landed I gathered my belongings and started to depart. Waiting 

just inside the aeroplane door was a man who stopped me, put something in 

my shirt pocket, turned, and walked away without saying a word. 

Another twenty-five dollars! 

 

Upon entering the terminal, I saw the soldiers gathering for their trip to up 

to Puckapunyal. I walked over to them and handed them seventy-five dollars. 

"It will take you some time to reach Pucka. It will be about time for a 

sandwich. God Bless You Blokes." Ten young blokes left that flight feeling 

 the love and respect of their fellow Aussies. 

 As I walked briskly to my car, I whispered a prayer for their safe 

return.  These soldiers were giving their all for our country. 

I could only give them a couple of meals.  

It seemed so little.... 

 

A digger is someone who, at one point in his life, wrote a blank 

cheque made payable to 'AUSTRALIA' for an amount of "up to and including 

my life." 

 

LEST   WE FORGET! 
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 Duck Hunting tale with a twist………. 
 
Curly went hunting one day up in The Northern Territory' 
And bagged three ducks. 
He put them in the back of his Ute and was about to drive home when he  
was confronted by a surly Territory game warden who didn't like smart alecs. 
The warden ordered Curly to show his hunting license, so 
Curly pulled out a valid Northern Territory license. 
The game warden looked at the license, then reached over and 
picked up one of the ducks, sniffed its bum and said, 
"This duck ain't from The Territory. This is a Queensland duck. 
You got a Queensland huntin' license?" 
Curly reached into his wallet and produced a Queensland license. 
The game warden looked at it, then reached over and grabbed the second duck, sniffed its bum, and said 
"This ain't a Queensland duck. This duck's from West Australia.   
You got a West Australian license?" 
Curly reached into his wallet and produced a West Australian hunting license. 
The warden then reached over and picked up the third duck, 
Sniffed its bum, and said, "This ain't a Western Australian duck. 
This duck's from South Australia. You got a South Australian Huntin license?" Again Curly reached into his 
wallet and brought out a South Australian license. 
The game warden was extremely frustrated at this point, and he yelled at Curly "just where the hell are you 
from?" 

Curly smiled turned around, bent over, dropped his pants, and said, 
"You tell me, you're the expert..." 

 

 

 
  
 
 



Anzac Day 2015: Fitting tribute a team effort  

By Rod Case, editor    (Bendigo Advertiser)   April 25, 2015, 2 a.m. 

SOMETIMES when an important celebration demands special treatment it's easy to go over the top. Trying too hard 
or going too big usually results in the loss of the true meaning of the celebration at hand. 

Anzac 100 was always going to generate major projects - the significance of Gallipoli and Anzac Day in our culture 
demanded such. Bendigo has done Anzac 100 beautifully and it's fantastic that the willingness of people to 
contribute to this special day sits right at the heart of the city's celebration. 

How brilliant does the Soldiers Memorial 
Institute in Pall Mall look with the thousands of 
poppies draped from the pillars and the 100 
sign front and centre? 

A team of dedicated women spent the week 
sewing the thousands of handmade poppies 
together - they aimed to get 6000 from the 
community and ended up with 16,396. 

On Friday night a field of more than 200 white 
crosses were installed in a beautiful memorial 
garden - each honouring a fallen serviceman or 

woman.  From Saturday night a dedicated team of musicians will begin a 6pm tradition of playing The Last Post and 
Piper's Lament at the Soldiers Memorial in Pall Mall until December 20 - the length of the Gallipoli campaign. 
Wonderful gesture. 

The RSL men's shed has made two large steel poppies and through the 240 days of the 6pm tradition community 
members will be encouraged to place poppies into holes so that by the night of December 20 the exhibit will be full. 

The Anzac tradition must be taught and embraced by the younger generation. Bendigo artist Brett Belot has 
produced an excellent oil painting celebrating the unsung heroes of Anzac which will take pride of place in the 
Bendigo RSL.  He was inspired to endure more than 400 man hours of work to complete the painting while watching 
the 2013 Anzac Day parade. Some of the men depicted in that painting - Victoria Cross winner Albert Jacka, Steve 
DeAraugo and Frank Poliness - were the focus of a special assignment young Bendigo student Zahli Hansen produced 
for Anzac 100. 

Such work is important given it's Zahli's generation that will be entrusted with continuing the grand traditions of 
Anzac Day and protecting the nation's proud war history long into the future. 

To that end, the great number of school ceremonies across the city this week honouring Anzac Day and Anzac 
100 were heartening. The Anzac tradition must be taught and 
embraced by the younger generation to ensure the meaning of 
this special day remains understood. 

For this is not a day to glorify war but remember those who 
fought and died protecting our country. 

Well done to everyone across Bendigo and beyond who has 
played a role in honouring Anzac 100 or turned out on Saturday 
for Anzac services and marches. 

A job well done. 

 GCCA Members Les Lewis & David Dalgliesh after 

the Dawn Service. 

http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/3026018/poppies-provide-a-powerful-connection/
http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/3026018/poppies-provide-a-powerful-connection/
http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/3018292/pipers-lament-lost-soldiers-video/
http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/3018292/pipers-lament-lost-soldiers-video/
http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/3031925/artists-epic-anzac-tribute/?cs=4506
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