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Presidents Report September 2015 
 
Hi Troops and Troopesses,  
 
 Well, another Annual Show been and gone, the weekend arrives very fast. In my opinion and I bet with others, it was a 
great show. The traders were happy, a lot of happy customers smiling as they left with goodies, and the whole weekend was mostly 
stress free accompanied with a great social meal on Saturday Night attended by 45 happy campers.  
  Well the venue owners looked after us well again. Rick Thomson’s recently made ramp worked well and made the traders 
work load a lot less. The parking issue also worked well and the Manager/Owner of the trucking Firm at the end of the road was 
happy with arrangements and it has been secured again for 2016. 

I was really proud of the many members who all worked together to make it a successful event. Every person contributing 
with administration, planning, setting up, execution, the Saturday Meal and the traders and displayers, made it a great show. 
Another outstanding mention was the crew who dismantled the show, Whew, what an efficient and hard working group, it was 
dismantled, trestles loaded and courts cleaned in record time. We had members with bad backs, dribbly noses and coughs, but still 
they soldiered on.   
 On reflection, the show really is a lot of collective work and effort by many, but the result is really worth it. Not only does 
the club benefit financially and with reputation, but gives everyone a sense of purpose, pride and a great deal of self-satisfaction 
knowing that personally ‘I was a part of its success’. Our club works well as a team and there is a willing level of comradeship seen 
with all who helped, whether big or small. You all are part of a great club, and I as President, am proud to be associated with the 
calibre and commitment of our members. The club will look into the possibility of opening another court to cater for more 
Displayers… Our club has 180+ members, but only a small percentage of Members Display. I find this hard to understand, as surely 
these personal items should be shared with the current generations to fill in gaps of past years history. I for one love being reminded 
of times gone by with items I can identify with, but future generations will not know of this historical past unless we let them see it 
so they can ask questions. Please consider displaying for 2016. (Note from the Editor: Next month’s Parthian Shot will have the 
results of the Questionnaire patrons filled out when entering the Show nominating where they heard about it & more show 
photos including one of Wayne Sutherland being presented with his ‘’Best Collectables Display Award’’ as due to pressing 
Firearms issues, space was at a premium this month not allowing the inclusion of the above-mentioned.)  
 The club purchased another 15 Trestles and 6 Display Cases to cater for increased demand for this show. If you walked 
around the Display court, you would have seen a quality display offered to the public. The whole sum of displayers was only 10, but 
they accounted for 40+ Tables, and the standard of the displays was exceptional. Well done guys.  
     There will be a Collectors Shoot in September, Sunday 20th September. Matt will be waving the flag on the day.as Range 
Officer and we can use this shoot as a wind-down from our show. 
             New members who recently obtained their Cat 1 or 2 collecting status & want me to submit another list of names to obtain a 
permit to shoot firearms in a collection need to give me your details NOW! If your collectors cat 1 or 2 license is not on our data 
base, then you will not be included on this second list.  It is up to you to give Richard Penna or me your details. If you are not sure, 
well give Richard your Collectors Licence details anyway 
 October will again see our AGM arrive, time to start thinking, yes, maybe it is time for me to be on the committee, new 
blood is always welcome as it also brings new ideas, new drive and another personality onto it. Being on the committee is not a 
burden, it usually is a very productive and rewarding responsibility and it is a necessary part of a club and is also is a big reason we 
have such a great club, great members and hopefully a long future as a collecting body. 
 
 Again Troops, thank you for your dedication and efforts in making your show the success that it was and showing we are a 
strong and capable club to pull it off as well as we did.   
Again, leave this with you, in collecting.  Gee Pee 
 

 

Any members feeling poorly but particularly to Gary 

Goldsmith, Jean Spicer and Jill Pannan who have been ‘’in the wars’’ 

lately.  Wishing you all a full and speedy recovery! 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS as follows: 

1st October – Committee Meeting at the home of Phil Brown 

10-11th October – 80th Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair, Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex. 

13th October – AGM held at Quarry Hill Hall. 7.30pm prompt start 

17-18th October – Dookie Military Vehicle Rally, held in the Main Street next to Dookie Fire Station. Also 

featuring Benalla Aviation Museum, NVACG & GVMVDC – see & hear a Cannon, a Rolls Royce V12 Meteor 

motor & a living re-enactment and more…. 



Bendigo's hunters and collectors  

By Erin Handley  

Aug. 20, 2015  

 

THE COLLECTORS: A display of Australian war memorabilia featured at last year's Annual Arms and 

Collectibles Show. This year collections of antique clocks, decorative buttons, pocket knives and cameras 

will be on display.  

Bendigo will play host this weekend to some of the region’s most avid treasure hunters.  

The Annual Arms and Collectibles Show, now in its 32nd year, will be showing off guns galore alongside 

nifty knick knacks.  

The show promises to be the biggest yet, with more than 150 displays and trader tables, Golden City 

Collectors Association member Sue Rawlings said.  

She said she was thrilled to be exhibiting her own collection of Wild West memorabilia over the course of 

the weekend. 

Locals will be showcasing their vast collections, gathered and intricately assembled over many years, among 

them John Oakes, of Bridgewater, with his array of pocket knives.  

Mr. Oakes doesn’t know exactly how many pocket knives he has – he “just stopped counting” once he hit 

300.  

Mr. Oakes impressive collection includes knives of every size and shape, from tiny blades attached to peanut 

replicas to the kind of thing you’d expect to see Crocodile Dundee wielding.  

But his understated pieces hold pride of place – a long elegant blade, used for testing the ripeness of a 

melon, and a cluster of sterling silver knives. 

The weekend will be a chance for history enthusiasts to delight in collections of antique clocks and shearing 

equipment from the 1800s to the present day.  



They will also see history flung into the present, with two re-enactment groups set to attend.  

The Blue and The Grey, representing US confederate soldiers, will be adorned in period uniform and 

traditional women’s clothing.  

Visitors will also have a blast with naval re-enactment performers, The Shenandoah Group, who are set 

to wheel in a cannon for the event. 

Other displays will feature cameras and watches, a Victoria Cross collection, and a selection of bright and 

beautiful buttons.  

Crest Craft’s Gary McCarther will give interested locals the chance to discover more about their family 

crest.  

Bendigo Medals’ David Dalgliesh will be at the fair, and he creates boxed memorabilia for families of war 

soldiers, with a photo, details of war service and mounted replicas of war medals.  

Other traders on the day include Armor Antiques, Mallee Collectables, Heritage Antique Arms, Lakeside 

Sporting Goods, and Northern Shooting supplies from Shepparton with Bunduki Books.  

The 2015 Annual Arms and Collectibles Show will be held at Bendigo Major League Multisports Complex 

from 9am to 5pm on Saturday and 9am to 3pm on Sunday. 

 

Note from the Editor.  You will notice in the article I have 

been quoted as saying ‘’She was thrilled to be exhibiting 

her own collection of Wild West memorabilia over the 

course of the weekend’’, but in the busy days leading up 

to the Show I decided not to put on a display this year, so 

when I read this in the Bendigo Advertiser on Saturday 

morning, I thought if I don’t have my display showing, 

I’d better be my display! (Indian headdress a Xmas gift)                                         

Pictured left with Rick Thomson in his Civil War 

Confederate officer’s uniform and below, outside the 

entrance to the venue with my son Chris (right) and his 

mate 

Micky 

(left) who 

filled my 

three 

display 

cases with 

his 

Matchbox 

Car 

Collection 

which drew 

a lot of 

attention 

and won 

the ‘Best 

First 

Display’ 

Award. 



2015 SHOW REPORT 
 

Each year just gets BETTER! 

 

This year, Lady Luck looked upon our 2015 Annual Show in a very favourable light!   After several days 

weather forecast of a miserable weekend of rain, we were lucky enough to have showers on Friday 

evening (which dampened those unpacking and setting up somewhat), and then a brilliant sunny weekend 

with pleasant daytime temperatures to follow.   

 

The number of traders and displayers was an all-time record for the club with a total of 153 tables set up 

with a wonderful array of both firearms (for sale and for display of collections) as well as various thematic 

collections to catch the interest of a wide range of visitors. 

 

After so many years at the Kangaroo Flat Leisure Centre, where we were very much at home, this was our 

second year at the Bendigo Major League Multi-Sports Complex where we are still making adjustments to 

cater for the convenience and comfort of our Traders, Displayers and the visiting public.   We will not say 

we have it perfect just yet, obviously that takes time, but we are working in a positive and forward moving 

direction towards that goal.   We have listened to those who had suggestions, from both last year and 

again from this year, and our committee will put their heads together during the next year to further 

“tweak” various things as asked for or suggested.    

 

The big thing for members to appreciate is that we now have access to a considerably larger floor space 

which allows us to accommodate many more trading and display tables (thus allowing our show to expand 

as required) whereas at the KFLC, we had no spare space and could not expand. 

 

Car parking worked much better this year with the arrangement made to move 

exhibitor’s cars off the street thus freeing up more space for paying visitors.  

Thanks to all for their co-operation in this aspect. 

The new complex is light, airy, had a well laid out floor plan and, according to 

traders/displayers generally had a “good” feel.  For any members who have not 

visited the last two shows, please put it on the calendar for 2016.   Although 

numbers through the door were generally up throughout the weekend, the various aisles did not become 

impassable, which was an issue at times at KFLC, a big point in favour of the new venue. As usual, there are 

many to thank for their input.  Chris Jolme had the security coverage well in hand with a rotating supply of 

willing “hombres” ready to take down any “sus” types exiting the building with contraband!!!! 

 

Richard Arman and Karen Carr chipped 

steadily away behind the scenes in the 

weeks leading up to the show, making 

sure all of the little ducks (alias Traders 

such as regulars Gordon & Marj Morgan 

of Australian Colts & Winchesters) were 

all in a row!   

 

 



Special mention is also given to our President Greg Penna, Secretary Leighton Rawlings and Publicity 

Officer Sue Rawlings who all put in above and beyond a fair contribution in the days, weeks and months 

leading up to the show.  There is so much behind the scenes work that others have no idea about unless 

they have been involved at such a level themselves with other shows. And, given that each of these three 

stalwart club icons are no longer “Spring Chickies”, a BIG pat on the 

back is due to them in particular for all their organising before, during 

and after.   

 

It is “Backbone” members like them who are the reason the show runs 

so smoothly each year and, if not running smoothly, they bring out 

their firehose and put out bushfires promptly!  The Central Victorian 

Fire Preservation Society (left) were on hand all weekend in case 

firehoses were needed but thankfully the Show flowed without any major hiccups! 

 

Over the years patrons have visited the Show, with the intention of catching up with their favourite 

Traders, but none have come so far as repeat customers of Josef Akselrud pictured here with his offsider 

Jimmy Neskovic of Hermitage Antique Arms, whose repeat 

customers came all the way from London. They were in 

Australia and contacted Josef to organise a visit with him 

over the weekend but he told them he was committed to 

attending our Show.  They asked where Bendigo was and 

after Josef explained that it was a 2 hour trip on a freeway 

they hired a car and headed to our Show.  They purchased 

the items they were interested in from Josef and then 

proceeded to check out the Show, spending some of their 

pound notes (via plastic) with other Traders. 

 

They were extremely impressed with our Show, both in regard to displays and the quality of the items 

offered for sale, saying, although much smaller in size, our show equalled any they had visited in England 

or Europe and they were totally blown away by the fact that it was run by volunteers!  So well done 

everyone, give yourselves a pat on the back! 

 

The Display area also attracted a lot of attention as seen by these interested patrons chatting to members 

who had put on a Displays.  All in all, a totally successful show. 

    
 WINNER OF THE LUCKY DOOR PRIZE of a Weekend stay at a Beach House in Anglesea was won by a very happy 

Roslyn Derrick of Bendigo who was looking forward immensely to claiming her prize! Have fun Roslyn….. 



Collectors back on show 
« 

SHOW TIME: Les Lewis will be back after being a 

display winner for his first show last year.  

» 

THE Annual Arms and Collectables Show returns 
next weekend. 

It’s a timely reminder as a winner from last year 
returns with his antique clocks.  

Les Lewis from Strathfieldsaye has a fascinating 
collection, what’s more, as well as collecting 
them he is also talented enough to breathe new 
life into old clocks to get them ticking away again. 

This year there are more than 150 trade and 
display tables, and as its 100 years since the Anzac landings at Gallipoli, there is a special focus on militaria.  

“With displays like Les’ clocks adding a different flavour along with Joyce’s button collection and Eldred’s 
shearing collection, there’s plenty to see,” the Golden City Collectors Association’s Sue Rawlings said. 

The show runs on Saturday and Sunday, August 23 and 24 at the Bendigo Major League Multisports 
complex, 1-3 Waterson Court, Golden Square. Saturday 9am to 5pm and Sunday 9am to 3pm. 

 

Pre Show publicity in the Bendigo Weekly on Friday 14 

August 2015 

Fr 

 

 

  

Pictured below is a small sample of the extensive 

Matchbox Car Collection exhibited by Micky.  

Young and old alike stopped to check out the 

vehicles, remembering past enjoyment playing with 

their own matchbox cars! 

 

The collection included rare vehicles from the 1970s, 60th 

Anniversary specials, even ‘faulty’ packs where perhaps 

one car was in sideways, and a host of other cars dating 

from the 1980s to the Present Day. Michael Cantwell receives his ’Best First Display 

Award’ from President Greg Penna (Gee Pee) 



Ban on Adler A110 shotgun import lifted  

By Adam Holmes.  (Bendigo Advertiser 14 Aug 2015) 

 

The Adler A110 shotgun will be allowed to be imported to Australia from July next year. 

ALLOWING the Adler A110 shotgun to be imported into Australia is welcome, but it’s initial 

banning raised serious questions about gun regulation in Australia, Nationals Senator Bridget 

McKenzie says. 

The Abbott Government stopped plans to import the lever-action gun in July as part of a review into 

firearms after the Sydney siege last year. 

This week, the government allowed the importation of the gun after striking a deal with Senator 

David Leyonhjelm. 

The gun will be able to arrive on Australian shores from July next year. 

The Adler A110 includes an extended on-gun magazine allowing for seven shots per round, with the 

potential to be modified for an eighth shot. 

Ms. McKenzie said the initial decision to ban the gun was made without proper consultation. 

“The decision to suspend the importation of the Adler A110 was made without consulting firearms 

owners or industry representatives and was further proof that the system is broken,” she said.    

“The Nationals have fought hard to ensure there is genuine and meaningful consultation with 

shooters and industry and we are grateful that the Minister for Justice, Michael Keenan, has listened 

and acted.” 



Since the decision to allow the Adler A110, the government has established an Industry Reference 

Group to give licensed firearm users and industry representatives a say on the technical parts of the 

National Firearms Agreement. 

Ms. McKenzie said the change was a “common sense decision” and would mean that “law abiding 

shooters” would have the opportunity to shape the industry that affects them. 

“Australia’s more than 800,000 licensed firearms users are not terrorists or criminals, they are 

responsible law-abiding members of our community and part of a broader industry that contributes in 

excess of $1 billion a year to Australia’s economy,” she said. 

Orders for the shotgun have flowed from across Australia, including from Victorian Senator Ricky 

Muir. 

In a letter to the Bendigo Advertiser last month, director of Bendigo hunting supplies store Smiths 

Outdoors, Laura Patterson Smith, said shooters claim the Adler A110 is no more dangerous than 

other firearms, including the Winchester lever-action gun, already owned by licensed shooters. 

She said the debate around the gun was reasonable and to be expected, but gun owners were not to be 

feared and were almost all law abiding. 

“Some make mistakes, but most do the right thing - a great many to the letter,” she said. 

“The conversation about the A110 is, obviously, about much more than just one gun.” 

The move to ban to Adler A110 was welcomed by the Australian Greens, but the overturning of the 

decision was criticized. 

Greens spokesperson on legal affairs Penny Wright described the gun as a “dangerous weapon” that 

required serious restriction. 

“This gun would undercut Australia's the sensible gun laws that were introduced by John Howard 

and are the envy of the world,” she said. 

“It is extremely irresponsible for the Government to allow this ban to expire, seemingly on a whim. 

“The fact is that this weapon is clearly not far off a pump-action shotgun. And we severely restrict 

the use of firearms like that because of the speed with which they can be used.” 

 GOLDEN CITY COLLECTORS ASSOC. INC. 
 2015 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

 
Members are advised that the 2015 Annual General Meeting of the Golden City 
Collectors Association Inc. will be held as follows: 
 
DATE 13th. October 2015 
 
TIME General Meeting 7.30 p.m. Sharp, followed by Annual Meeting. 
 
VENUE Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet St., Bendigo. 
 



Bridgewater man & GCCA Member John Oakes shows off his handiwork. Photos by Jodie Wiegard 

The Whittler's Way [By Erin Handley] 

With a name like John Oakes, it's as if the rustic art of whittling was carved into his being at birth.  When 
we meet he is leaning against the fence of his Bridgewater home, whittling away.  

Tiny curls fall to the ground as his knife coaxes shavings from the wood.  

His backyard is swathed in sunlight and the twittering of birds is the only sound, apart from the snick of 
his pocket knife.  

On this occasion, he is carving a comfort bird.  It is just one of hundreds he has made for sick patients at St 
Vincent’s Hospital in Melbourne.  

He also crafts them knotty crosses, moulded to fit in the hand lest 
they should fall out of an elderly patient’s clutch as they sleep.  

The birds and crosses are made to be held.  

“They’re very tactile. It’s hard to resist rolling them around in your hand and feeling them,” Mr. Oakes 
said.  

He walks through the stages of the birds’ formation – the whittling leaves little dents; a gently 
pockmarked surface.  

“It’s actually been suggested that I leave some of them like that because they’re tactile in their own way,” 
he said.  

“You only get these with the harder woods – the real soft stuff is inclined to get a little whiskery or 
splintery.” 



Once the birds are whittled to his heart’s content, he 
sandpapers them, rubs them with an ultra-fine steel wool, and 
slathers them with a mix of turps and linseed oil.  

Over a few days the oil soaks in and he buffs it with an old 
cloth. 

“The whole reason for doing this – instead of using a gloss 
spray – is it develops a patina from your own skin oils,” he said.  

“That’s part of the whole thing, for family to realise and say: ‘Well, look at the polish on that from where 
mum’s been rubbing it for the past 12 months’.” 

It’s quite something to look at a block of dull wood and envisage what it could become.  

For Mr. Oakes, it is almost a process of unearthing something hidden.  

“A lot of wood carvers use the expression they ‘found’ this in the wood. They say it was already there,” he 
said.  

The timbre of his voice is gravelly and warm – almost as if this too is an instrument to make hardened 
wood malleable in his hands.  

His voice lifts clear when I suggest there is something special and rare about receiving a hand-carved thing.  

“I think its wood itself,” he said.  

“People like to handle wood, they like to touch wood. You watch people who have perhaps no artistic bent 
whatsoever, but you sit them in a chair with a Jacobean arm or barley twists on it, and watch them.” 

“They can’t resist. Sooner or later they’re exploring each curve...it’s something about human nature.” 

His hands don’t appear to bear the scars you might expect of someone who has been handling pocket 
knives since the tender age of six, and who has been blind in one eye since the age of 14.  

“It was an accident with an air rifle,” Mr. Oakes said.  

He was entering adolescence at a time when a gun was still an appropriate Christmas present for a young 
teen.  

It was also a time where recently returned soldiers, fresh from the trauma of Kokoda, were on edge 
around firearms. 

“We were growing up among a community of returned soldiers from overseas. Gun safety was pushed 
down your throat at breakfast,” he said. 

One day he loaded his air-rifle to shoot a can off a fence. 

He put the gun on a mount and knelt to pick up something he had dropped on the ground.  

“Part of my jeans hit the trigger. It shot up into my face,” he said.  

The impact of the slug could have been much worse, but it had done its damage.  



It’s clear it would take a great deal to stop him carving even 
the smallest, most intricate things.  

He shows me the beginning of a woman’s body carved from a 
matchstick. 

“I went through three boxes of matches to find that one, and even 
that has let me down. It’s bit whiskery, there’s just no quality in the wood,” he said.  

“I doubt if they’d accept that as a reasonable complaint, if I said their matches weren’t worth carving.” 

Mr. Oakes twin obsessions – pocket knives and whittling 
– bled into and fed each other.  

He simply “stopped counting” after he had collected 300 
folding knives.  

“My mother had trouble understanding why her six-year-old 
son always had a razor sharp knife, so I started out whittling 
as an excuse...and it’s evolved from there.” 

But she took great pride his work, and herself carried a small pocket knife for all of her days, to snip a stray 
thread off one of her four children’s jumpers, or to scrape the dirt from under their fingernails.  

Mr. Oakes said creeping arthritis makes carving from dense wood more challenging.  

“It’s a worry because eventually I guess it will stop me, as it has so many of the friends I’ve made on the 
web who were beautiful carvers,” he said. 

“But if it stands still, I’ll carve it, one way or the other.” 

Mr. Oakes is a generous soul – his creations don’t carry a price tag and are purely for giving away.  

There is an ongoing joke with St Vincent’s, where a patient named Sister Margaret was gifted a cross 
during her stint in hospital.  

Although she adored it, she gave it away to someone who she thought needed it more than herself.  

Mr. Oakes expects she has given away six more crosses since then.  

“My all-consuming passion is this whittling. I absolutely love doing it, and here I’ve got a steady home for 
all the stuff that I make,” he said.  

“I could produce a lot more if I used machinery...but it would be just a job with no pleasure in it for me.” 

“I’m a firm believer in a couple of lines from an old Tom Waits song, where he’s singing about hobos and 
being on the road, not being able to settle down. And part of one chorus he sings is ‘the obsessions in the 
journey, not the destination’.” 

“That’s about it – that’s where the pleasure comes for me. Once they’re finished I lose interest to a degree, 
it’s just something I did.” 
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AN ACTUAL CRAIG'S LIST PERSONALS 
AD  

 
To the Guy Who Tried to Mug Me in Downtown Savannah night before 

last.  
Date: 27-08-2015, 1:43 am. E.S.T.  

 
I was the guy wearing the black Burberry jacket that you demanded that I 

hand over, shortly after you pulled the knife on me and my girlfriend, 
threatening our lives. You also asked for my girlfriend's purse and 

earrings. I can only hope that you somehow come across this rather 
important message.  

First, I'd like to apologize for your embarrassment; I didn't expect you to 
actually crap in your pants when I drew my pistol after you took my 

jacket... The evening was not that cold, and I was wearing the jacket for a 
reason... my girlfriend was happy that I just returned safely from my 2nd 
tour as a Combat Marine in Afghanistan... She had just bought me that 
Kimber Custom Model 1911.45 ACP pistol for my birthday, and we had 

picked up a shoulder holster for it that very evening. Obviously you 
agree that it is a very intimidating weapon when pointed at your head ... 

isn't it?!  
I know it probably wasn't fun walking back to wherever you'd come from 
with crap in your pants. I'm sure it was even worse walking bare-footed 
since I made you leave your shoes, cell phone, and wallet with me. [That 
prevented you from calling or running to your buddies to come help mug 

us again].  
After I called your mother or "Momma" as you had her listed in your cell, 
I explained the entire episode of what you'd done. Then I went and filled 
up my gas tank as well as those of four other people in the gas station, -- 

on your credit card. The guy with the big motor home took 153 gallons 
and was extremely grateful!  

I gave your shoes to a homeless guy outside Vinnie Van Go Go's, along 
with all the cash in your wallet. [That made his day!]  

I then threw your wallet into the big pink "pimp mobile" that was parked 
at the curb..... After I broke the windshield and side window and keyed 

the entire driver's side of the car.  
Earlier, I managed to get in two threatening phone calls to the DA's 
office and one to the FBI, while mentioning President Obama as my 

possible target.  
The FBI guy seemed really intense and we had a nice long chat  

(I guess while he traced your number etc.)  
; In a way, perhaps I should apologize for not killing you ... but I feel this 

type of retribution is a far more appropriate punishment for your 
threatened crime. I wish you well as you try to sort through some of 
these rather immediate pressing issues, and can only hope that you 

have the opportunity to reflect upon, and perhaps reconsider, the career 
path you've chosen to pursue in life... Remember, next time you might 

not be so lucky... Have a good day!  
Thoughtfully yours, Semper Fi,  

                                                            Alex 



YOU HAVE UNTIL FRIDAY TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT 
KEEPING YOUR FIREARMS 

As you will have seen from our emails over the last few weeks, legitimate shooters are facing what is probably our 

biggest threat since the 1996 buyback.  This time, however, there will be no buyback because this time, the 
government will not ban any firearms you have.  What they plan to do is to re-categorize many of your 

firearms.  Minutes of the National Firearms Policy Working Group from 2005 (yes, ten years ago) indicate that this 
plan was hatched a long time ago.  And it’s not just about the Adler shotgun.  That was simply the catalyst and had it 

not been for the furore that surrounded the publicity of the Adler, it is very likely that we would never have been 

aware of the plan to re-categorize your firearms. 

The National Firearms and Weapons Policy Working Group (FWPWG) is currently working on a review of the National 
Firearms Agreement.  Although consultation has only just begun, the review itself commenced in August last 

year.  Whilst we have long been calling for a review of the NFA, we had no idea that the review was already under 

way and that it contained items that we definitely DON’T want to see, like the aforementioned re-categorization. 

The consultation is very limited:  only a very select group of organizations or individuals.  Although Federal Minister 
for Justice and the Attorney General, Mr Keenan told us that Shooters Union would be part of the consultation that 

has not eventuated.  Nor have we been asked to make a submission on the review of the National Firearms 

Agreement. 

We decided to do one anyway, and our submission can be found by by clicking HERE or copy and paste this link 
http://shootersunionqld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2015/09/SUBMISSION-on-NFA.pdf to view it. 

It’s time for YOU to take some action now.  If you don’t there is a very real chance that ANY firearm you have in your 
possession that has a magazine capacity of more than 5 rounds may be re-categorized to Category C. That will 

include most lever action firearms, nearly all .303s and a whole range of other firearms.  If you haven’t recently 
applied for a Category C license, you may not be aware that in Queensland, it is almost impossible to get a Category 

C license, even if you are a property owner with more than sufficient land available.  The reality is that if your 

firearms are re-categorized, you will be forced to hand them in to police with no compensation, because they haven’t 
actually been banned and therefore no compensation is payable.  Even Dealers will be swamped with consignment 

stock for which they have no market so no hope of you getting any return on your investment there. 

You might note that there is NO evidence to support the proposed actions, no examples of misuse of firearms based 

on their magazine capacity and there has been no meaningful consultation at which our views were respected. 

So what can you do?  There are a number of things: 

1. Do your own submission.  It doesn’t have to be as detailed as ours but you might get some ideas from it.  You 

have until 11th September to make a submission. 

2. Send your submission to NationalFirearmsAgreement.Submissions@ag.gov.au with a copy to the Queensland 
Premier, Queensland Police Minister and your local member. 

Shooters Union members should login and go to the ‘message politicians’ page for emailing Queensland politicians. 

3. Make an appointment to see your local MPs, both state and federal.  Tell them that if the proposed review of 
the NFA contains any further restrictions, you will not vote for them and you will be doing your level best to make 

sure that none of your friends do either.  

Remember, keep it polite and factual.  But let them know.   

This is a call to 
action.   

Take action now! 

Website:    http://shootersunionqld.com.au/join-shooters-union/ 

http://shootersunionqld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2015/09/SUBMISSION-on-NFA.pdf
http://shootersunionqld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2015/09/SUBMISSION-on-NFA.pdf
mailto:NationalFirearmsAgreement.Submissions@ag.gov.au
http://shootersunionqld.com.au/join-shooters-union/
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