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maintenance of their interests for the future. 
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Presidents Report December 2014 -  February 2015 
 

Welcome to the New Year of 2015. Last things to 
happen in 2014 were the Bill Evans Memorial Shoot on 
23rd November and the Club Xmas Barbecue on 9th 
December. Great Barby efficiently catered for and 
cooked delectably by Richard, Leighton and Myself 
with about 65 members and Family attending.  It 
always seems to be a great social event and the food 
was in abundance followed by delicious desserts 
supplied by the Ladies Committee.  
 
At the Collectors Shoot, with about 30 shooting for the 
day, the overall result of the 2014 Bill Evans Memorial 
Shoot end in a tie with winners Matt Carra and Greg 
Penna equal on 140  points, closely followed by Phil 
Smith with 138 points and  Dennis Tricky third on 128 

points. The event was a Handgun Shoot of any calibre over a range of 25 metres, shooting Right-Handed, Left-Handed 
and Quick-Time Shooting. Congratulations to these top 3 place getters. Richard again cooked the barbecue lunch for the 
day, which was greatly appreciated. 
 
Support from a few dedicated members was shown by attending the Inglewood Alive Festival on Saturday 6th 
December.  Leighton & Sue Rawlings, John Oakes, Vic Lane, Jim Murtugh, and Peter Forster who displayed at the RSL 
Hall where afternoon tea was served & Damien Bennetto who put on a display in another part of town.  I must thank 
these members who represented our club and waved the flag in support of Inglewood. If we do the same again next 
year, a better location to display may be looked into as space was cramped. Well done troops, from reports, it was well 
presented and helped Inglewood and our club. 
 
Australia Day has been and gone now - 26th January. We had a last minute move to a different location as despite filling 
in the paperwork and having been part of this day for 10 years, our group was not on the map of participants!  
Organisers did not have a clue what to do or where to locate us, so I made an executive decision and picked a spot just 
around from the Boat Shed which turned out to be perfect.  
 
February Shoot - I am unable to attend so Matt Carra will be the Range Officer in charge on Sunday Feb 15th at the 
Shelbourne Range. I have not seen or heard anything about our club application to become a Registered and recognised 
shooting club, but as the silly season may have affected its progress, I will chase it up soon to see if it is being actioned. 
 
 If you need information and or help with Collecting, club issues and LRB Forms seek out our website found at 
www.collectorsbendigo.com.au and see how it can help. Matt constantly updates it with helpful links, information and it 
should be your first stop for information and news about the club and events.  
 
If you want another avenue to sell and buy items similar to Ebay, a local business is taking on the big guns and have 
started a site called ‘swapmeet’. If you want to see it, type in www.swapmeet.net.au, but better, if you want to trade 
through our club and the GCCA receive a commission on you selling items, then  log on at 
www.goldencity.swapmeet.net.au and follow the prompts to join and register as well.  I hope you will do this and 
support them as it would be great if this venture was as successful as the Bendigo Bank and Bendigo Telco.   Yes, it may 
start up as a small venture but if supported, it will become huge, look how many years it took eBay to become the size it 
is. The site is a lot easier to use than eBay and a lot cheaper in fees, and its full features will eventually be released when 
numbers permit. They are also looking into maybe Firearms and the like items but will only do this when time is right. 
Id Name to log into the Partner Site is goldencity and Password is collectorsbendigo and follow the prompts. Do this if 
you intend to sell items on the swapmeet site. 
 
Again, leave this with you, in collecting, Gee Pee (Greg Penna, President) 

http://www.collectorsbendigo.com.au/
http://www.swapmeet.net.au/
http://www.goldencity.swapmeet.net.au/


After our NOVEMBER Meeting we had the three 

gentlemen pictured at the bottom of this article,  

who over the last 2 years have fine-tuned their 

creation of the new online website designed to 

offer the best possible service for people wishing 

to ‘’Buy and Sell’’ online, with collectors such as 

ourselves in mind, speak to us at length. 

It is a viable alternative to eBay which not only 

has free listings but is set up in such a way that 

Clubs such as ours can benefit from the sales of 

our members.  

An email was sent out last year to the members 

who receive their newsletters via email 

explaining the benefits.  It read as follows:                                

Hello Club Members, The Golden City 

Collectors Association invites you to register 

on Swapmeet as a Buyer/Seller.          

Swapmeet is an exciting new marketplace 

that allows users to Buy, Sell, Haggle and list 

wanted ads. 

If you register through our club link (below) 

25% of the sellers’ fees (5.5%) will be 

remitted to the Club.   

This is a great opportunity to support the 

club, cut out eBay fees and support a new 

local Bendigo Business. 

Registration is Free!  Listings are Free!  

Placing Wanted Ads is Free!  A 

Swapmeet Store is Free! 

Take a look and start buying, selling 

and haggling on Australia’s Number 1 

swapmeet website. 

Click the link below (or copy and paste 

into your web browser if you are 

reading a hard copy of the Parthian 

Shot) and take a tour! 

www.goldencity.swapmeet.net.au 

This new website was launched at the 

Bendigo Swap Meet last November 

and is well worth investigating! 

 

 
PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO CHECK OUT THIS WEBSITE.  Enter a search for one of your special interests and check 

out the results.  Of course the more people that join, and remember, registration is free as are many other 

transactions, the more likely you are to find something of interest! SO, tell your friends about it and get them to 

spread the word, as the more people that know about it and start using it, the quicker it will develop into a worthy 

rival for eBay & Gumtree. I found it very user friendly and their technical advice freely & promptly given if needed. 

http://www.goldencity.swapmeet.net.au/


Our NOVEMBER General Meeting was held on that hallowed day of the eleventh day of the eleventh month – 

Remembrance Day.  David Dalgliesh brought along some wonderful items for ‘’Show and Tell’’ as seen here. 

  

 

 

 

Left is the Advance Bendigo badge/crest of an early 

Bendigo business called ‘’Langley & Plumbe’’. This is 

the badge that was the basis for our Club Logo 

designed by Eddie Ford’s son Ryan using this as a 

guide, changing the symbols to suit the GCCA.  



Golden City Collectors Assoc. Inc. of Bendigo 

February Committee Meeting held at the Jolme Residence – 5th Feb 2015 

 

Present: Greg Penna, Leighton Rawlings, Chris Jolme, Phil Smith, Tim Fitzgerald, Phil Brown, Matthew Carra, Les Lewis, 

Ted Spicer & Sue Rawlings.  

Apologies:  Richard Penna & Richard Arman.   

It was moved that apologies are accepted by T Spicer, 2nd. P Smith.     Carried. 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the 6 November 2014 Committee Meeting were read.  

M. Carra moved that the minutes are accepted as a true record of that meeting. 2nd. P. Smith.  

Carried. 

Business Arising: 

1. Display Cases – When shopping for lighter display cases Greg Penna discovered one of our trader members 

Joe Akeselrud imports them into Australia, so he purchased 6 cases for approx. $318 each. 

2. Troy Craig, Bendigo Major League Sports Complex owner has followed up on improving parking at the venue.  

Traders only will be able to park in the grounds of the Trucking Company near the venue freeing up all other 

parking for patrons. The Club will have someone on the gate as a security factor for the trucking company. 

3. Club Website – President Greg Penna reinforced the value of our website, thanking Matt for his input into 

the information element. Sue R. & Matt to liaise to upgrade the appearance of the website. 

4. Themes for Meetings for the 2015 year to be decided at the February General Meeting. 

Correspondence In: 

1. Bendigo Bank Statement No 194 – Ladies Committee. 

2. Flyers for the 78th Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair to be held on 21 & 22 March 2015 

3. Flyer for the Inaugural Romsey Antiques Fair held on 21 & 22 March 2015 

4. Invoice for A4 paper and ink cartridge from Cartridge World. 

Correspondence Out: 

1. Parthian Shot Newsletter for Nov-Dec. 2014 

Moved by M Carra that ‘Correspondence In’ is accepted and ‘Correspondence Out’ endorsed. 2nd. T Spicer. Carried.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Deferred to the February General Meeting. 

Membership Report:  Deferred to the February General Meeting. 

 

General Business:  

1. Annual Show.  Richard Arman is not going to display at the 2015 show to enable him to concentrate 

on his role as Show Manager. This will leave a gap in the Display area as he had 14 tables in 2014.  

Tim Fitzgerald offered to approach 3 other WWI orientated organisations to help support our theme 

of 100 years since Gallipoli.  They are: The Mining, Mud & Medals group from Ballarat; The Australia 

and New Zealand WWI Nurses group & the Australian Great War Assoc. 

2. For anyone interested, the Avalon Air Show will be staged on March 1st. 

3. For anyone interested, the Maldon Antique Fair will be held at the Football Oval on 21st Feb. 

4. SSAA Journal – Matt Carra has arranged for our Show to be included in the SSAA ‘’Gun Show – 

Calendar of Events’’. 

5. Matt Carra drew attention to the value of having a SSAA ‘Gold Membership’ - The SSAA's Gold 

Membership option entitles members $25,000 worth of insurance for firearms and fixed firearm 

accessories. The insurance covers any type of firearm, including antiques and collectables, and any 

fixed firearms accessories, such as scopes and slings, both in the home and while in use. It also covers 

the firearms and fixed firearms accessories for any theft or loss, and even when taken overseas for up 

to 28 days. 

6. Online Advertising for our Annual Show – Matt Carra offered to check the costs of ‘’Banner 

Advertising’’ in the months leading up to our show with Usedguns.com  Phil Brown suggested online 



advertising gives the most value for money and suggested that rather than spending $800 on one 

advertisement in the Shooters Journal, that we spread it over advertising on sites such as Oz Gun, 

Fierarms Sales, Buy Used Guns all of which have huge numbers using them.  It was decided that we 

need to start advertising by May at the latest. 

7. Matt Carra raised the idea of having a Credit Card to enable easy payment of online advertising, 

printing and other club invoices.  After a discussion it was decided it would be better to have a Debit 

Card offset from the working club account with a limited amount stored in it for such usage, which 

would occur no fees and be overseen by the Treasurer. 

8. Sue Rawlings tabled an example of a few pages of a Photobook detailing the history of the GCCA that 

she has been creating over the last 6 months through the Harvey Norman Website. It is a large 

hardcover 50 page book with photos and details of the evolution of the Club and will cost $95.95 to 

have printed.  Sue suggested getting 2 copies which could be circulated at Club Meetings and Events. 

The Committee agreed this was a good idea, giving Sue permission to order them when she has 

finished the project (up to page 37 of 50!!)  When finished anyone interested in purchasing a copy for 

themselves could do so once Sue sends them the link or is given the cost of ordering one for them.

 

                       
9. Australia Day – was very successful once again. This year the Club barbecue was taken to feed 

members displaying and visiting. GP asked if it was worth doing and it was agreed that it was. 

10. The new Swapmeet.com website which was presented to members at the November General 

Meeting last year will be featured in the Parthian Shot this month as there has been no newsletter in 

either December or January. 

11. Tim Fitzgerald suggested perhaps we could get a sign made for the fence on the Houston Street side 

of the Oval next to the Quarry Hill Community Hall, simply saying  - Home of the Golden City 

Collectors Assoc. which meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at the QH Hall & include our Website 

address. G Penna, S Rawlings & L Rawlings all hold executive positions on the Quarry Hill Community 

Hall Committee of Management and will approach the idea at their next meeting in March. 

MEETING CLOSED: 9.05 pm 



  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

15 Feb  Collectors Shoot – Shelbourne Quarry Range at 11am. 

21-22 Feb Maldon Antiques Fair With one and a half kilometres of stalls it is a huge fair, and the reasonable 

entry price of just $3, makes the Maldon antique fair great value for money. 

 28 Feb   NVACG of Shepparton – Annual Collectables, Firearms & Militaria Expo – East Bank Centre, 70       

1 March               Welsford St., Shepparton (Opp. Queens Gardens).  See separate advertisement for details. 

5 March GCCA Committee Meeting at the home of Ted Spicer 

10 March GCCA General Meeting to be held at the Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet Street at 7.30pm.   

21-22 March 78th Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair – Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Cnr Grieve Parade & 

Doherty’s Road, Altona North. (See flyer below for details of the event) 

21-22 March Romsey Antiques Fair – Mechanics Institute, Main Street, Romsey. Sat 9.30-4.30, Sun 10-3.30pm 

 

Members of the Ballarat Arms and Militaria Collectors Society 

had a hand in the restoration of 4 x WWI German Howitzers 

currently held in the yards of the City of Greater Ballarat 

Council and are doing their best to save them, but they need 

assistance.  For the full story go onto their website to this link: 

http://www.ballaratarms.com.au/save-the-howitzers.html 

 

http://www.ballaratarms.com.au/save-the-howitzers.html


 

 

Veteran of Boer War, WW1 and WW2 was wounded 9 

times, and bit off his own fingers when a doctor 

wouldn't amputate them 

12 July 2013 

In a military career spanning 1899-1947, Adrian Carton de Wiart 

fought in 4 wars, and survived being shot in the stomach, groin, head, hand, ankle, hip and leg; as surviving 

well as two plane crashes and five escape attempts from a POW camp.  He lost an eye and a hand in 1915, 

but still won the Victoria Cross in 1916. 

It is a war story that sounds far-fetched even by Hollywood standards, but Adrian Carton de Wiart really 

existed.  Adrian Paul Ghislain Carton de Wiart was born in Belgium in 1880 to an Irish mother and a 

Belgian aristocratic father (although it was widely rumoured he was the illegitimate son of the King of the 

Belgians, Leopold II) 

When his mother died and his father remarried to an Englishwoman, his new stepmother sent Carton de 

Wiart to boarding school in England.  From there he went to Oxford University in 1899, but dropped out 

after one term to join the British Army. 

The Boer War had just started at the time and, after enlisting under the false identity of Trooper Carton, 

Carton de Wiart was sent to South Africa.  However, he was seriously wounded in the stomach and groin 

early in the war and invalided home.  As soon as he had recovered, he returned to action in South Africa in 

1901 as a commissioned officer under his true identity. 

When the First World War broke out in 1914, Carton de Wiart was en route to British Somaliland in the 

Horn of Africa, where the British were engaged in a low level war against the Mad Mullah.  In an attack on 

an enemy fort, Carton de Wiart was shot twice in the face, losing his left eye. 

He wore a glass eye for a short time after but, whilst travelling in a taxi, threw it out of the window and put 

on a black eye patch, which he wore for the rest of his life.  In 1915 he embarked on a steamer for 

France.  As an infantry commander on the Western Front, he was wounded seven more times.  Soon after his 

arrival he lost his left hand (biting his mangled fingers off when a doctor declined to remove them).  He was 

later shot through the skull and ankle at the Battle of the Somme, through the hip at the Battle of 

Passchendaele, through the leg at Cambrai, and through the ear at Arras. 

It was during the Battle of the Somme in July 1916 that he won the Victoria Cross, the British Empires 

highest award for gallantry in combat.  His citation read: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leopold_II_of_Belgium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Somaliland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammed_Abdullah_Hassan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross
http://www.abroadintheyard.com/veteran-boer-war-ww1-ww2-wounded-9-times/


For most conspicuous bravery, coolness and determination during severe operations of a prolonged nature. 

It was owing in a great measure to his dauntless courage and inspiring example that a serious reverse was 

averted. He displayed the utmost energy and courage in forcing our attack home. After three other battalion 

Commanders had become casualties, he controlled their commands, and ensured that the ground won was 

maintained at all costs. He frequently exposed himself in the organisation of positions and of supplies, 

passing unflinchingly through fire barrage of the most intense nature. His gallantry was inspiring to all. 

In his later autobiography, Happy Odyssey, he made no mention of his VC.  Of the First World War itself, 

and despite the loss of various body parts, he said: Frankly I enjoyed the war. 

Adrian Carton de Wiart  

From 1919-1921, Carton de Wiart saw further front line action in Poland 

against the Red Army in the Polish-Soviet War.  On one occasion, while out 

on his observation train, he was attacked by a group of Red cavalry.  He 

fought them off with his revolver from the running board of the train, at one 

point falling on the track and quickly jumping back on.  He even survived 

an aircraft crash which led to a brief period in Lithuanian captivity. 

He retired from the Army in 1923 with the honorary rank of major-general, 

and spent the next 15 years shooting waterfowl on a friend’s 500,000 acre 

marshland estate in eastern Poland his home a converted hunting lodge on 

an island, only a few miles from the Soviet border. 

His peaceful life was rudely interrupted by the Second World War in 1939, 

when he was recalled as head of the British Military Mission to Poland.  When Poland was attacked by both 

Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia in September 1939, the estate was overrun and all Carton de Wiart’s 

possessions were confiscated by the Soviets, then destroyed by the Germans in later fighting.  He never saw 

the area again. 

Carton de Wiart and his mission team escaped Poland by road convoy, with the Germans and the Russians 

in hot pursuit.  Despite being attacked from the air by the Luftwaffe, the convoy made it across the 

Romanian border.  Carton de Wiart then made it back to England by aircraft, travelling under a false 

passport. 

In 1940 he was dispatched to Norway, where he took charge of an Anglo-French force with orders to take 

the city of Trondheim.  With few supplies and little support, he managed to move his forces over the 

mountains and down to Trondheim Fjord,  despite coming under frequent attack from the Luftwaffe, being 

shelled by German naval destroyers and machine gunned by German ski troops.  Unable to effectively 

challenge the superior German forces, Carton de Wiart was eventually ordered to evacuate.  Royal Navy 

transports got his men away, but they were bombed severely on the way out.  Carton de Wiart arrived back 

at Scapa Flow on his 60th birthday. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1844155390/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1844155390&linkCode=as2&tag=abrintheyar-20
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish-Soviet_war


Even back on British soil, Carton de Wiart found himself on the frontline when his London home was 

bombed by the Germans during the Blitz.  All of his medals and decorations were destroyed or lost and he 

had to apply to the War Office for official replacements. 

In 1941 he was appointed head of the British-Yugoslavian Military Mission, just as Hitler was preparing to 

invade Yugoslavia.  After negotiating with the Yugoslavian government in Belgrade, Carton de Wiart’s 

aircraft was heading for Cairo when both engines failed.  The plane crash landed in the Mediterranean off 

the coast of Italian-controlled Libya.  Carton de Wiart was knocked unconscious in the crash, but the cold 

water revived him.  When the plane sank, he and the crew were forced to swim a mile to shore, where they 

were captured by the Italians. 

Carton de Wiart was sent to a special prison for senior officers at in Italy.  With his distinguished comrades, 

he five escape attempts, one of which including seven months of tunnelling.  During one attempt, Carton de 

Wiart evaded capture for eight days disguised as an Italian peasant but his age, eye patch, empty sleeve, 

multiple scars and lack of Italian gave him away. 

Carton de Wiart was released from prison in 1943 and taken to Rome, where the Italian government secretly 

planned to leave the war and wanted Carton de Wiart to act as messenger to the British government.  He was 

accompanied by an Italian negotiator to Portugal to meet Allied contacts to facilitate the surrender.  From 

Portugal, Carton de Wiart made his way back to England. 

Carton de Wiart was immediately summoned by Churchill to be his personal representative in China, where 

he worked for the rest of the war and up to his retirement in 1947.  On his way back to England, he stopped 

off in Rangoon as a house guest of the local army commander.  Coming down stairs, he slipped on coconut 

matting, fell, broke his back and knocked himself unconscious.  He eventually made it back to England and 

into hospital where he slowly recovered.  The doctors succeeded in extracting an incredible amount of 

shrapnel from his old wounds. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Adrian Paul Ghislain Carton de Wiart VC KBE CB CMG DSO finally settled in 

County Cork, Ireland, where he died in 1963 at the age of 83.  The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 

described him thus: With his black eye patch and empty sleeve, Carton de Wiart looked like an elegant 

pirate, and became a figure of legend. 

 

Hardware Adrian Carton de Wiart’s 

medals and decorations image by the 

Museum of The Royal Dragoon Guards  

 



GCCA displays at the Inglewood Alive Festival in early December. 
 

The Inglewood Alive Festival was so great that by day’s end I was officially half dead!  I haven’t 
walked so much for ages.  The Devonshire Teas were to die for but the RSL Hall area we shared 
was really small and we couldn’t fit in as many of our trestles as we would have liked, however 
the organisers suggested we put Leighton’s and my WWI Display cases on a huge billiard table.  
Jimmy Murtagh & Vic Lane filled a couple of display cases with lots of interesting stuff.  Peter 
Forster displayed & sold his usual fare of coins and stamps.  John Oakes displayed and whittled 
and chatted to all in sundry. 

 
The streets were blocked off and everyone had to bypass Inglewood or park and have a look!  Australian 
Championship Wood chopping men battled it out, rock ‘n roll dancers danced the day away, a country radio station 
broadcast from the street.  There were street stalls everywhere. 

 
I bought jewellery, books for Xmas gifts, fresh fruit (peaches, apricots and nectarines), had a sausage in bread, 
bought raffle tickets (wanted to win a barbeque) caught up with old friends and took my eldest son who lives in 
Inglewood to the Bridgewater Bakery for a relaxing cup of coffee and cake after the event ended.   All in all a great 
day was had by all. 
 

 
GCCA members also banded together to supply items for the display cases in the Library at Catholic College Bendigo 
where I work to assist in putting together a display of World War I memorabilia.  Special thanks to Richard & 
Frances Penna, Eddie Ford & Glenn McGoldrick & my husband Leighton.  It was good to see the students’ interest in 
the display.  

  
AUSTRALIA DAY at Lake Weeroona was the next event where members of the Club displayed their collectables.  It is 
a great family day and Ken Arnold’s cuddly bears were very popular with the kids and a couple of ‘’big kids’’ called 
Sue and Gloria!  John Oakes’ pocketknives, Phil Brown’s antique ‘His Master’s Voice’ gramophone & phonograph and 
replica of a paddle steamer were also drawcards.  A good day was had by all. 

 

Left: Rock and Roll 

dance exhibition 

outside Steve & 

Denise Gartside’s 

‘Inglewood 

Emporium’ & Right 

the Woodchop event 



Truly an Australian Poem 

‘’What a bloody rippa!’’ 

 They were funny looking buildings, that were once a way of life, 
If you couldn't sprint the distance, then you really were in strife.  
They were nailed, they were wired, but were mostly falling down, 

There was one in every back yard, outside every house,                                 
in every town.  

  
They were given many names, some were even funny, 

But to most of us, we knew them as the outhouse  
or the dunny.  

I've seen some of them all gussied up, with painted doors and all,  
But it really made no difference, they were just a port of call.  

  
Now my old man would take a bet, he'd lay an even pound,  

That you wouldn't make the dunny with them turkeys hangin' round.  
They had so many uses, these buildings out the back,"  

You could even hide from mother, so you wouldn't get the strap.  
  

That's why we had good cricketers, never mind the bumps,  
We used the pathway for the wicket and the dunny door for stumps.  
Now my old man would sit for hours, the smell would rot your socks,  

He read the daily back to front in that good old thunderbox.  
  

And if by chance that nature called sometime through the night,  
You always sent the dog in first, for there was no flamin' light.  

And the dunny seemed to be the place where crawlies liked to hide,  
But never ever showed themselves until you sat inside. 

  
There was no such thing as Sorbent, no tissues there at all,  
Just squares of well-read newspaper, a hangin' on a nail  

on the dunny wall.  
If you had some friendly neighbours, as neighbours sometimes are,  

You could sit and chat to them, if you left the door ajar. 
  

When suddenly you got the urge, and down the track you fled,  
Then of course the magpies were there to peck you on your head.  

Then the time there was a wet, the rain it never stopped,  
If you had an urgent call, you ran between the drops.  

  
The dunny man came once a week, to these buildings out the back,  

And he would leave an extra can, if you left for him a Zac.  
For those of you who've no idea what I mean by a Zac, 

Then you're too young to have ever had,  
a dunny out the back. 
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How to be a better Gunfighter! 

 
A young cowboy, sitting in a saloon one Saturday night, recognized an elderly man standing at the 
bar who, in his day, had been the fastest gun in the West.  
The cowboy walked over to the old-timer, bought him a drink and told him of his great ambition to 
be a great gunfighter.  
 
"Could you give me some tips?" he asked.  
The old man said, "Well, for one thing, you're wearing your gun too high -- tie the holster a little 
lower down on your leg."  
   
"Will that make me a better gunfighter?"        "Sure will."  
   
The young man did as he was told, then stood up, whipped out his .44, and shot the bow tie off the 
piano player.    "That's terrific!" exclaimed the cowboy. "Got any more tips?"  
   
"Yep," said the old man. "Cut a notch out of your holster where the hammer hits it -- that'll give you 
a smoother draw."  
   
"Will that make me a better gunfighter?" asked the young man.  
"You bet it will," said the old-timer.  
   
The young man took out his knife, cut the notch, stood up, drew his gun in a blur, and then shot a 
cuff link off the piano player. "Wow!" said the cowboy excitedly, "I'm learnin' somethin' here. Got 
any more tips?"  
   
The old man pointed to a large can in a corner of the saloon. "See that can of axle grease over 
there? Coat your gun with it."  The young man smeared some of the grease on the barrel of his gun. 
"No," said the old-timer, "I mean smear it all over the gun, the handle, and all."  
   
"Will that make me a better gunfighter?" asked the puzzled young man.  
   
"No," said the old-timer, "but when Wyatt Earp gets done playing the piano, he's gonna shove that 
gun up your ass, and it won't hurt near as much." 
 

The Texan in the Dakota Saloon: 

The Texas cowboy rode into the town of Deadwood, South Dakota. He stopped at a saloon for a 

drink. Unfortunately, the locals always had a habit of picking on strangers, which he was. When he 

finished his drink, he found his horse had been stolen. 

He goes back into the bar, handily flips his gun into the air, catches it above his head without even 

looking and fires a shot into the ceiling. 

"WHICH ONE OF YOU SIDEWINDERS STOLE MY HOSS?" he yelled with surprising forcefulness. 

No one answered. 

"ALRIGHT, I'M GONNA HAVE ANOTHA BEER, AND IF MY HOSS AIN'T BACK OUTSIDE BY THE TIME I 

FINNISH, I'M GONNA DO WHAT I DUN IN TEXAS AND I DON'T LIKE TO HAVE TO DO WHAT I DUN IN 

TEXAS" 

Some of the locals shifted restlessly. He had another beer, walked outside, and his horse is back. 

The bartender wanders out of the bar and asks, "Say partner, before you go ... what happened in 

Texas?"                       The cowboy turned back and said, "I had to walk!" 
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