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Presidents Report March 2016 
 

 

Hi Troops, 
 
   To all of our members and/or partners who are not well, I am sure the entire GCCA                           
feel for these members who have health issues, and really hope it all turns for the                          
better.  I won’t mention names but keep on battling and our thoughts are with you. 
 
  March now, that means we get things into gear planning wise for our next Annual show, so no doubt 
you will see this subject mentioned more and more from now.  We have decided to form a show 
committee this year to reduce the burden on just one person, so this year the show will be put 
together by several persons, and with a bit of luck and skill stage a great show again. As in the past, 
please now consider your participation in this years show as either a Trader or Displayer and keep the 
dates of 27th and 28th August free. 
 
  There will be a Collectors Shoot on 20th March so keep this in mind, same place and same time.  We 
did not have the shoot in February as it was not gazetted in our Minutes and many key members were 
not available. No theme, just a shoot.  If for some reason because of weather or fire warnings, we 
cannot have a gazetted shoot, then I will get Matt to note that the shoot is cancelled the website, so 
check it out if in doubt first, or just ring me instead. 
 
  If you want another avenue to sell and buy items similar to eBay, a local business is taking on the big 
guns and have started a site called ‘swapmeet’.  If you want to see it, type in www.swapmeet.net.au, 
or better still, if you want to trade through our club helping the GCCA to receive a commission on 
your selling items, then  log on at www.goldencity.swapmeet.net.au and follow the prompts to join 
and register as well.  I hope you will do this and support them as it would be great if this venture was 
as successful as the Bendigo Bank and Bendigo Telco.   Yes, it may start up as a small venture but if 
supported, it will become huge, look how many years it took EBay to become the size it is. The site is a 
lot easier to use than EBay and a lot cheaper in fees, and its full features will eventually be released 
when numbers permit. They are also looking into maybe Firearms and the like items but will only do 
this when time is right. 
 
  Id Name to log into the partner Site is goldencity and Password is collectorsbendigo and follow the 
prompts. Do this if you intend to sell parts on the swapmeet site. 
  
Again, leave this with you, in collecting 
 
Gee Pee (Greg Penna, President) 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Calendar of Events. 

 

20 March Collectors Shoot at the Shelbourne Quarry Range. 

 

7 April 16 April Committee Meeting to be held at the home of Les Lewis 

 

12 April 16 April General Meeting – Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet Street at 7.30pm. Theme: Militaria 

 

19 April 16 Collectors Shoot at the Shelbourne Quarry Range. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swapmeet.net.au/
http://www.goldencity.swapmeet.net.au/


Awesomely Insane Guns People Actually Used 

By Adam Wears & Ben Adelman

 

Once we invented the gun that was pretty much it, right? Sure, all technology advances, new features are 

added and the design gets tweaked a little over time, but it usually stays more or less the same. Cars 

always have four wheels, a couple of pedals and some seats, no matter how much we end up fussing with 

them. So guns consist of one handle, one trigger, one barrel and then the bit that kills people. It's a tube of 

death; why mess with the concept? Because you're a crazy person, that's why. And that's how we got this: 

The Duck's Foot Pistol 

 The duck's foot pistol, so named 

because its four splayed barrels were 

shaped like the foot of a duck (back 

in the 18th century, when ducks 

were gargantuan, terrifying 

steampunk monstrosities with 

pistols for toes), was designed to 

take on large groups at close range. 

It was most popular with officers on 

sailing ships, who often carried a pair 

of them to, uh, "discourage" potential mutineers in the cramped quarters. 

 The immediately apparent problem here -- that the 

rational person would've spotted instantly, but the 

completely insane gun maniac clearly missed because he 

was too busy firing indiscriminately into crowds -- is that 

you can never hit what you're actually aiming at with a 

standard duck's foot pistol. You can only hit everything else 

around it, because none of the four barrels point straight 

ahead.  

But that just means you have to remember to think a little 

differently when handling one: Instead of aiming at the thing you want to kill, you just aim at the one thing 

you like and kill the rest of the world around it! 



Golden City Collectors Assoc. Inc. of Bendigo 

March Committee Meeting held at the home of Leighton & Sue Rawlings – 3 March 2016 

 

Present: Greg Penna, Leighton Rawlings, Chris Jolme, Les Lewis, Sue Rawlings, Phil Smith, Richard Penna                     

& Matt Carra 

Apologies: Vic Lane, Phil Brown, Tim Fitzgerald & Richard Arman 

L Rawlings moved that the apologies are accepted. 2nd. C. Jolme Carried 

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the 4 February 2016 Committee Meeting were read 

L Lewis moved that the minutes are accepted as a true record of that meeting. 2nd. C Jolme.   Carried 

 

Business Arising: 

1. Door Prize for 2016 Annual Show. Sue Rawlings has contacted Jackie to discuss the materials needed for the 

Quilt for the door prize and will continue to liaise with Jackie until the quilt is completed. 

2. Parthian Shot – phone calls are continuing to try and reduce the cost of postage of the newsletter by 

obtaining the email addresses of more members who can then receive it electronically. 

3. Website – Matt Carra & Sue Rawlings meeting to discuss it. Matt to put the details of the 2016 Annual Show 

on the website, making it the thing first visitors see when logging onto the site. 

4. This year’s Annual Show will be run by the Committee with assistance from Sean Patten as coordinator and 

the ‘go to’ man on the weekend of the show, with Karen Carr assisting Sean in organising the table bookings.  

A spreadsheet of tasks will be discussed at the April Meeting. Richard Arman to bring all relevant paperwork 

from the 2015 Show to the meeting where tasks will be delegated. 

5. Sue Rawlings offered to update the show mail-out material for 2016 and print ready to be mailed out after 

the April Meeting. 

 

Correspondence In: 

1. Australia Post Office Box renewal $121.00 

2. Bendigo Bank Statement No 207 – Ladies Committee 

3. Bendigo Weekly account for $15.00 

4. Newsletter – A & M Collectors of N.S.W. – Feb 2016 

5. Newsletter – A.H.A.A. of South Australia – Jan-Feb 2016 

6. Account from Lamont Books for 2 books purchased for Club Library (will be operating soon!) 

Correspondence Out:  Jan-Feb Parthian Shot newsletter.  Moved by L Lewis that ‘Correspondence In’ is accepted & 

‘Correspondence Out’ endorsed. 2nd. P Smith. Carried.                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Richard Penna reported that the Bank Statement & Ledger Balance matched. Details available at 

March General Meeting. Moved the Treasurers Report is accepted M Carra. 2nd P Smith. Carried. 

Membership Report:  No new members 

 

General Business:  

1. Membership cards.  Printing and laminating of these is very time consuming so the Committee offered to 

bring laminators to the June Committee Meeting at the home of the Membership Secretary and assist with 

this task to lighten his load. 

2. Flyers for the Annual show.  Sue Rawlings offered to arrange for the printing of these by Darkhorse Print. 

Needs to be done a.s.a.p. so they can be distributed at other shows. Get 2,500 printed. 

3. The Shepparton Show & the Hunting, Shooting, Fishing Show at the Exhibition Centre are both on this 

coming weekend March 5th & 6th. 

 

MEETING CLOSED: 9.15 pm 



The Don McKinnon Memorial ‘Show and Tell’ Award  

Long time Committee Member Gloria Pilven suggested we establish a ‘Show and Tell’ Award in honour of 

Don McKinnon who loved nothing better than to share his treasures with fellow collectors.  This was put in 

place, and during 2015 the chance to win the award was keenly contested.  Pictured here after the August 

Meeting (Theme was ‘Mystery item’) are some of the main contenders!  

Back row: Leighton Rawlings, Peter Forster, Sean Patten & Phil Brown, and front: Tim Fitzgerald and Wayne 

Sutherland. 

It was announced at the Feb. meeting that the 2015 inaugural winner of the award is Wayne Sutherland.  

Don’s son Stuart McKinnon will present Wayne with the Shield at the March meeting. 

Don was a well-known popular member of the GCCA, but for those new members who didn’t have the 

privilege of meeting him, and as a ‘trip down memory lane’ for the rest of us, follows an overview of Don’s 

involvement with the Golden City Collectors Assoc.  

Following is an interview with Don recorded by member Doreen Sherriff for a class she was studying in the 
1990s when she had to create a mock webpage & chose the GCCA as her topic. 



Don McKinnon - Don joined the Club in 1987. His initial interest was in firearms collecting and just after 
moving to Bendigo, he found the club and joined. He now has a very wide collecting interest and has an 
extensive and varied collection - including many old bottles, lots of Australiana, family documents and so 
on. Don says that he has been described as "not so much a collector but just someone that can't throw 
anything away" He even has a receipt from a funeral parlour for the burial costs of his great uncle - who 
died in WA in 1898.  Enormous costs to bury a guy then - a whole five pounds (approx. $10)! 

 

As the image shows - Don is a very talented and clever sculptor which he became involved 
in around 1980.  Don was always bringing home scraps and junk. When he was repeatedly 
questioned why? - His stock reply would be that he would make something out of it one 
day. Well, one day finally arrived and Don thought that maybe he had better make that 
something. He was involved in his first exhibition in Melbourne in 1981 and has attended 
many more ever since. He uses all sorts of scrap iron - cleaning off the rust and setting to 
work. He really has made some magnificent pieces which are always a great attraction 
and wonder at the Club shows.   
Don enjoys the fellowship of the club meetings, being able 
to talk to others of similar interests, and the chance to 
display his collections to the public. He has enjoyed being 
involved in many promotional displays and fun displays - such 
as the former Axedale Colonial Country Fair. These events 
attract many interested people to wander in to the displays 
and converse with collectors such as himself and other GCCA 
members.  
 

Don is not the only member of his family that has collections. His wife Marion has a wonderful collection of 

rocking horses, and Don also keeps his son's collections of old comics, coins and notes etc. safe whilst Stuart 

is living in London.  

Doreen’s interview captured Don’s love of collecting and the importance of preserving our heritage for 

future generations. Don’s son Stuart has been back from London for several years now and the roles have 

been reversed.  He is now the keeper of his father’s collection! 

Don was a very active member of the GCCA.  He was the coordinator of the Australia Day festivities for 

many years until his poor health curtailed his activities. Don was a regular attendee at Shoots at the 

Shelbourne Quarry Range over the years and always put on a significant display at the Annual Arms & 

Collectables Show each year. 

Don was very proud of 

being made a Life Member 

acknowledging his 

contribution to the Club and 

would have been delighted 

to know an annual ‘Show 

and Tell’ Award has been 

named in his honour.         

As can be seen here, he 

loved taking part in that 

aspect of meetings, in this 

instance  talking about 

some of his vintage toys. 

 



THE BENSON FORD SHIP                                                                              
 
The "Benson Ford" originally transported iron and coal 
for the Ford Motor Company!  The ship was 
decommissioned in 1981 after nearly 50 years of service.  
After being decommissioned it was left to rust for four 
years before the front part of the ship was removed and 
perched on top of the 18-foot cliff above Lake Erie, to 
serve as a vacation home. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The ship still contains the beautiful wood-paneled state rooms, dining room and lounge designed by Henry 
Ford. 
 
The boat was used by Henry Ford to travel across the Great Lakes. Thomas Edison was a frequent guest on 
this beautiful ship. The present four-deck ship-house is 7,000 sq. ft. and includes walnut-paneled  
staterooms, a dining room with galley, and passenger lounge designed by Henry Ford for his personal use 
while on board.   
 
The ship-house was originally owned by Frank J. Sullivan, but after failing to turn it into a hotel in 1992, 
Sullivan auctioned the building to father and son Jerry and Bryan Kaspar, who still enjoy relaxing there 
while taking time off from work.  It has been modernized with a garage, a game room, a bar, a state-of-the-
art kitchen, and four bathrooms.  The 90-year-old cargo ship is beautiful, as she sits overlooking her former 
waterways. 

Looking across the bow, it seems that the 

boat is actually steaming - full  

speed ahead! 



Visitors must be okay with heights if they take a tour onto the bow of the boat and see the water so far 
below. This ship-home has maintained the historic and beautiful interior, which is updated with modern 
amenities. 

 
Bryan Kaspar says: "Everyone who sees our home from the outside, wants to look inside. I think everyone 
who sees it is amazed at the gorgeous woodwork throughout our beautiful ship-home."  This impressive 
getaway includes five bedrooms, four bathrooms, a captain's office and living room with panoramic views 
across Lake Erie. 'I love the deck on the fourth floor. It's a great place to enjoy a cocktail overlooking the 
lake and the nearby cliffs, and to watch the sunsets is amazing from there.' 
Videographer Nick James, who conducts tours of the home, says, 'The most incredible part is standing at 
the helm with the way the boat hangs over the cliff. It actually feels like you're on the open water.' 
I love the history that remains all around the Benson Ford.  In the parlor, you can imagine Thomas Edison 
and Henry Ford sitting there puffing on their cigars.' 
When you're there, it feels like you're stepping back in time, and that those two famed gentlemen could 

appear at any moment.'  An incredible beauty of a long-ago ship, still available for water lovers to see. 
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Missing Wife 
  
A man went to the sheriff’s department to report that his wife was missing.  
Husband: My wife is missing. She went shopping yesterday and has not come home. 
Sergeant: What is her height? 
Husband: Gee, I’m not sure. A little over five-feet I suppose.     
Sergeant: Weight? 
Husband: Don’t know. Not slim, not really fat. 
Sergeant: Colour of eyes? 
Husband: Never noticed. 
Sergeant: Colour of hair? 
Husband: Changes a couple times a year. Maybe dark brown. 
Sergeant: What was she wearing? 
Husband: Could have been a skirt or maybe shorts. I don’t remember exactly. 
Sergeant: What kind of car did she go in? 
Husband: She went in my truck. 
Sergeant: What kind of truck was it? 
Husband: Brand new 2015 Ford F150 King Ranch 4X4 with Eco-boost 5.0L V8 engine special 
ordered with manual transmission. It has a custom matching white cover for the bed. 
Custom leather seats and “Bubba” floor mats. Trailer package with gold hitch. DVD with 
navigation, 21-channel CB radio, six cup holders, and four power outlets. Added special alloy 
wheels and off-road Michelin's. Wife put a small scratch on the driver’s door. 
At this point the husband started choking up. 
 
Sergeant: Don’t worry buddy. We’ll find your truck! 
 

 
Divorce 
A judge was interviewing a woman regarding her pending divorce, and asked, "What are the 
grounds for your divorce?" 
She replied, "About four acres and a nice little home in the middle of the property with a 
stream running by.” 

"No," he said, "I mean what is the foundation of this case? 
"It is made of concrete, brick and mortar," she responded. 

"I mean," he continued, "What are your relations like?' 
"I have an aunt and uncle living here in town, and so do my husband's parents.” 

The judge said, "Do you have a real grudge?" 
"No," she replied, "We have a two-car carport and have never really needed one.” 

"Please," he tried again, "is there any infidelity in your marriage?' 
"Yes, both my son and daughter have stereo sets. We don't necessarily like the music, but 
the answer to your questions is yes.” 

"Ma'am, does your husband ever beat you up?" 
"Yes," she responded, "about twice a week he gets up earlier than I do.” 

Finally, in frustration, the judge asked, "Lady, why do you want a divorce?" 
"Oh, I don't want a divorce," she replied. "I've never wanted a divorce. My husband does. 
He said he can't communicate with me." 

 
 



Shooters Association responds to residents’ hunting 

concerns By Chris Pedler.   Feb. 22, 2016, 6:36 p.m. 

The Victorian arm of the 

Sporting Shooters 

Association of Australia 

has responded residents’ 

concerns about duck 

hunting at Cairn Curran 

Reservoir. 

Last week a group of 

Maldon residents said they 

were against any form of 

animal cruelty and 

concerned about the impact 

duck hunting and hunters would have on Cairn Curran Reservoir. 

They said they had experience with shooters being aggressive and having low regard for 

hunting laws, rules and regulations. 

SSAA Victoria chief executive officer Jack Wegman said firearms licensing and ownership is 

more regulated than any other licensing in this country. “In order to obtain a general 

longarms firearms licence a person must sit a Victoria Police safety course, where they must 

pass a test,” Me Wegman said. 

“They must demonstrate a genuine need for the licence, then they must be vetted and deemed 

fit and proper by Victoria Police.  “Once a person is granted a firearms licence they must 

apply for a permit to acquire through Victoria Police and be accepted, before buying a 

firearm.” As well as being approved for a firearms license, potential hunters must also be 

approved for a game license. 

“To hunt game, firearms owners must first obtain an additional Game Licence endorsed for 

the type of game they wish to hunt – this could be for deer, duck or quail,” Mr. Wegman said. 

“To be endorsed to hunt game birds, including duck, hunters need to pass the Waterfowl 

Identification Test. The test ensures that only those able to demonstrate adequate 

identification skills are permitted to hunt ducks in Victoria. These people must be able to 

identify duck species while in flight.” 

Hefty penalties are in place for hunters that break the law with punishment including 

confiscation of firearms and loss of licence. 

Minister for Agriculture Jaala Pulford said authorities were ensuring hunters were obeying 

the laws with three hunters prosecuted last week in Myrtleford. 

Three men from Sydney have been found guilty at the Myrtleford Magistrates Court for 

possessing a loaded firearm on a public road, and unsecured spotlighting equipment in 

recognised deer habitat near Myrtleford. 



Two of the men received $750 fines, plus two of the firearms and their equipment were 

forfeited to be destroyed. 

“The Game Management Authority and partner compliance agencies, including DELWP, 

DEDJTR, Parks Victoria and Victoria Police, will be out in force to ensure people comply 

with hunting, firearm, and public safety laws, and to ensure the additional restrictions for this 

year’s season are adhered to,” Ms. Pulford said. 

“The season will also include targeted plain-clothes operations by authorised officers to 

ensure that duck hunters and other stakeholders comply with the law.” 

The Maldon residents also said Cairn Curran Reservoir was at 18 per cent capacity and that 

duck numbers were need to help combat blue-green algae. 

“The people who participate in waterfowl hunting are highly conscious of environmental 

issues, enjoy getting outdoors, undertake training and practice to reduce wounding and 

respect the laws,” Mr. Wegman said. 

Resident concerns come off the back of the state government’s announcement that a full, 12-

week season will go ahead with new bag limits and certain species not to be targeted. 

The government’s decisions around hunting season was based on the recommendation of the 

Game Management Authority. 

Mr. Wegman said SSAA Victoria was disappointed with the state government’s decision to 

reduce the bag limits this season.  

“Each year, the government changes the variables by reducing the length of the season or 

changing the bag limits,” he said. 

“This makes it very difficult to gather worthwhile data of duck behaviours, their populations 

and the impacts of hunting.” 

Mr. Wegman also said hunting contributes more than $430 million to the Victorian economy 

each year. 

“The state government has revealed hunting contributes $439 million to the Victorian 

economy each year. Duck hunting directly contributes $43 million of that, according to 

Government data,” he said. 

Ms. Pulford said hunting is an important contributor to many small rural communities.  

“Victoria’s 48,000 licensed game hunters, including about 26,000 duck hunters, contribute 

more than $430 million to local economies each year and help support over 3000 jobs,” she 

said. 

“We want to ensure that hunting remains safe, responsible and sustainable.  

“The government will continue to be informed by the independent advice of the Game 

Management Authority.” 



Missing Medals! 

 

Paul Lahn lent his father’s medals to someone who after borrowing them, never returned them. Paul 

discovered later that the medals had been sold locally in the Bendigo area. 

There were 3-4 WWII Medals, each engraved with L.B.J. LAHN 

Paul wants his family medals back and is prepared to pay the market value plus a little to achieve this.  No 

questions will be asked and no further action will be taken, so if you ended up with these stolen medals or 

know someone who did, please contact Paul so that he can buy them back. 

Paul can be contacted on his mobile number of 0419 353 546 

 

Collectors sharing with one another. 

We all know that Collectors enjoy each other’s company at meetings, and if they can help add to each 

other’s collection all the better.  At the February General meeting Les Lewis had a cardboard box 

containing an item he thought fellow collector Phil Brown might like to add to his collection.   

It was a Valve Tester to test radio valves (or vacuum tubes as 

they are called in the U.S.A.), and as Phil has a collection of old 

radios, Les brought it along to show him to see if he was 

interested in it.   

Les told me his father is believed to have bought it (or at least 

put a deposit on it) with his first pay packet, purchased early in 

his career.  

Les’ Dad was a movie 

projectionist until 

World War II broke out at which time he joined the Air Force.   

After the war ended he elected to stay in the Air Force and 

worked as their Chief Cinema-graphic Technician among other 

jobs until he retired. 

Needless to say, Phil was delighted with Les’ gesture of 

friendship in offering him this interesting addition to his 

collection, especially considering the sentimental value it had to 

Les.   

Les was happy to pass it on as he knew it would have the ideal 

home among Phil’s collection.  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHgM3rrabLAhUMnpQKHXsvCCsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.militaryshop.com.au%2Ffeatures%2FmedalBarRunner.html&psig=AFQjCNEaA02B3pl8R33INZ607KsDYMepYw&ust=1457157659112246
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