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To promote and encourage a responsible preservation of
collections of historical and antique artefacts for future
generations.
To foster and promote a public awareness and importance to
preserve our heritage and history for all times.
To preserve and promote a responsible maintenance and
collection of Australian military memorabilia in particular and
associated items in general.
To encourage responsible collectors to maintain and preserve
historical and antique firearms.
To explore innovative ways of assisting collectors in the
maintenance of their interests for the future.
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Community Hall, Hamlet St., Bendigo from 7.30 pm for 8pm start
New Members and Visitors welcome.
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Presidents Report April 2016
Hi Troops
Show is in hand and things are on the move to get the prelims on the go, this year we are trying a
different approach to the organising and running of this show with a show co-ordinator and committee instead
of a Show Manager, will see how this pans out.
I am putting a plea to Members to consider displaying their collections at our Annual Show, as the
majority of tables now being booked are strongly Firearm or Militaria oriented. Although this is great, we need
to keep in mind we are a Family Collecting Club and the calibre of displays should be Family Oriented to attract
Families with broad interests. We have now trialled the new Venue twice and this year we know we can fit in
more tables SO there is plenty of space for more displays. Please consider this in your plans for this year.
There was a Collectors Shoot on March 20th with the same dedicated group really enjoying themselves. Matt
has put together a list of Safety Rules and Guidelines, which all shooters will be made aware of. The next shoot
will be in May which will be the Ted Harvey Black Powder Shoot, so start purchasing the black powder and wads
ready, again we hope there will be cannons in attendance to liven things up.
I sent away another application for 25 more members who hold Cat 1 or Cat 2 Collectors Licenses to be able to
legally shoot firearms held on their collection, see how time allows for it to be gazetted before our next shoot.
I have become aware of several members who are not well health wise, please remember our thoughts
are with you and if any of you need help with anything, please let Leighton or I know and we will see if we can
help in any way.
Leave you in collecting, Gee Pee (Greg Penna, President)

Presentation of Don
McKinnon Memorial Show
& Tell Award
In last month’s newsletter I gave you
a little bit of background to the
introduction of the ‘Don McKinnon
Memorial Show & Tell Award’ in
2015 and a short biography of Don’s
involvement with the GCCA over the
years. During the March General
Meeting Don’s son Stuart McKinnon
presented the memorial shield to the
inaugural winner, Wayne Sutherland.
Wayne is a relatively new member of
the Club and is already shining when
it comes to sharing his collectables
with other members at Meetings
having also won the ‘Best First
Display’ at the 2015 Annual Show.

‘WWII medal’s long journey home’ by Jason Walls (Bendigo Advertiser 7/4/16)
A chance purchase of a caravan has led to the emotional reunion of a World War II
serviceman’s medal with his wife, after it disappeared five years ago. Barb Templar had
not seen her late husband Harold’s service medal since it went missing when her home
was flooded in 2011 – that was until it fell into the hands of Bamawm woman Cindy
Portwine.
Ms. Portwine discovered the medal in a caravan her cousin had purchased from Kangaroo
Flat, and made it her mission to track down its rightful owner.
“The medal actually has a service number, so that service number was the key,” she said.
“I knew he had to be a member of an RSL somewhere.” After hours of painstaking research
including many dead ends, Ms. Portwine found someone who knew how to find Harold
Templar’s widow.
“I contacted historians from Burnie, Tasmania, which is where he enlisted, federal members of parliament,
[checked] enrolment records, up to the last [lead] which was the RSL’s Victorian branch,” she said.
“I was able to get a contact from them of a person that was able to help me further to find his wife.” Ms. Portwine
finally met up with Mrs. Templar over coffee in Bendigo last week to return the medal.
“She was just super excited, I think she was a bit emotional as well, it had been a while since she had seen it and had
always wondered where it was,” she said.
“It was amazing, I’d never met her before but we had a big hug and both teared up.” Mrs. Templar said she could not
believe it when she got the call from Watsonia RSL member Bill Wyndham, who helped put the pair in touch, and
was overwhelmed by Ms. Portwine’s efforts.
“She’d even had a new ribbon put on it, she’s had it polished up and it just looks absolutely magnificent,” she said.
“She presented it and it just looked absolutely magnificent, it looked beautiful.” Despite never having met, Mrs.
Templar said she recognized Ms. Portwine the minute she walked in the door.
“When she walked in the door to
have coffee I just looked and said
‘you’ve got to be Cindy’, she was
beautiful, a beautiful family,” she
said.
“Anyone who tried that hard to
try and get the medal back is just
a darling.” But Ms. Portwine said
the medal was too important to
leave to the vagaries of chance.
“It’s just such an important part of
Australia’s history and I just felt
that it was right to be in the right
family’s hands,” she said.
“If I had one missing I’d want
someone to do the same for me.”

Golden City Collectors Assoc. Inc. of Bendigo
April Committee Meeting held at the Quarry Hill Hall hosted by Les Lewis – 7 April 2016
Present: Greg Penna, Leighton Rawlings, Chris Jolme, Les Lewis, Sue Rawlings, Phil Smith, Phil Brown, Tim Fitzgerald
& Matt Carra
Apologies: Vic Lane, Richard Penna & Richard Arman
M Carra moved that the apologies are accepted. 2nd. L Lewis Carried
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the 3 March 2016 Committee Meeting were read
L Lewis moved that the minutes are accepted as a true record of that meeting. 2nd. M Carra. Carried
Business Arising:
1. Patchwork Quilt proposed as Door Prize. Sue Rawlings purchased the materials needed for Jackie Reid to
create the quilt and they cost $303.27, so in order to recoup some or all of the cost Sue suggested the Quilt
be a Raffle with Door Entry entitling patrons to 1 free ticket in the raffle. This has the side benefit of Traders,
displayers and members working behind the scenes being able to buy tickets and possibly win. The
Committee agreed and this will be included on the Show Flyers.
2. Show Flyers – Sue Rawlings had organised this and tabled the final proof for approval. Having gained
approval Sue agreed to order 2,500 flyers & 100 A4 posters and pay for the order and be reimbursed.
3. GCCA Website – Matt Carra & Sue Rawlings are continuing to liaise on the content and appearance of it.
Table Reservation form and pre Show Letter will be added to website as will the show flyer.
4. Matt Carra noted that our Annual Show is not yet on the SSAA Events Calendar but should appear soon.
5. Sue Rawlings reported a drop in cost for the newsletter since more members receiving it by email, due to
posting less and therefore printing less as well.
Correspondence In:
1. Newsletter – A.H.A.A. of South Australia – March 2016
2. Newsletter – A & M Collectors of N.S.W. – March 2016
3. Bendigo Bank re update contacts
4. Bendigo Bank Statement No 208 – Ladies Committee
5. Letter from John Malherbe re newsletter and subs renewal
6. Newsletter – The Very Light from A.A.C. Guild of Victoria. April 2016 No 80 noting this publication will be on
their Website & anyone wanting a hard copy to contact the Secretary at PO Box 2976, Cheltenham. 3192.
7. Flyers for 81st Australian Arms & Militaria Fair on 9th & 10th April. Also Flyers for May Aust. Arms Auction No
46 on Sunday 1st May.
8. Newsletter – The Territory Arms Collector. March 2016
9. SSAA Arms & Military Shooting Club of Tas. Jan-Feb 2016
10. From Karen Carr. Final draft of Annual show Table Reservation form & pre-show letter and general info to be
placed in Parthian Shot newsletter this month.
11. From Sue Rawlings. Final proof of Darkhorse Print flyers in 2 sizes for approval.
12. Accounts for reimbursement from Sue Rawlings. Spotlight $303.27; printing of March newsletter $70.15 and
Darkhorse Print handbill flyers $202.00 & A4 flyers $141.00 totalling $720.42
Correspondence Out: March Parthian Shot newsletter. Emails to Darkhorse Print re flyers & emails to LRD regarding
permits for Collectors Shoots. Moved by P Brown that ‘Correspondence In’ is accepted & ‘Correspondence Out’
endorsed. 2nd. T Fitzgerald. Carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Deferred to April General Meeting (Treasurer an apology at Committee Meeting)
Membership Report: No new members

General Business:
1. The Antique & Historical Arms Collectors Guild of Victoria have used their Very Light newsletter to impart
the notice that due to increased postage costs they will be posting the Very Light on their Website at
http://armscollectorsguild.com at regular intervals. Click on News, then click on Very Light to access it.
Anyone without regular access to the Internet must advise their Secretary at PO Box 2976, Cheltenham.
3192. Or by telephone 03) 9584 2907
2. Membership cards. Reminder for Committee Members with a laminator to bring it to the June Committee
Meeting at the home of the Membership Secretary to assist with this task to lighten his load
3. Greg Penna reported that he had sent a list of Members with a Cat 1 & Cat2 Firearms Licence who wish to be
on the Permit for Collectors shoots to the LRD for processing.
4. Our ‘Permit to Sell Explosives’ needs to be renewed for the 2016 Annual Show. G.P. to follow up.
5. Pre show letters and Table Reservation forms are being printed and will be posted out over the next week.
6. Tim Fitzgerald reported that he had attended a meeting of the ‘Western Front Association’. This assoc. has
been in other countries for many years but is new to Australia and the branch meeting Tim attended was of
the Central Victorian group who meet at the National Hotel on the 1st Thursday of the month (sadly the
same night as GCCA Committee Meetings). He said the gentleman who runs the meetings Mick Hanrahan
has an incredible knowledge of WWI. It was suggested that he would be a good Guest Speaker at one of our
meetings. Anyone wishing to find out more about this group could send an email to
wfacenvic@outlook.com
7. Tim Fitzgerald suggested we need to have an ‘Event Management Plan’ for our Annual Show to become
more accountable if challenged. We need a documented Plan noting who is responsible for each aspect of
the Show including people with current First Aid qualifications. He suggested UHF Radios should be used by
key organisers of the Show rather that mobile phones as they are more reliable. Tim agreed to bring an
example of such a plan (used at his work in the CFA) for us to use as a guide.
8. Bendigo Post Office Gallery Exhibition from 24 March – 14 August 2016 includes contributions from 3 of our
members. John Casey’s Razor Collection, Andrew Brown’s Pocketwatch and Wristwatch Collection & Eddie
Ford’s Barbed Wire Collection.
9. GCCA’s new small storeroom will house the Club Library in the near future (when yours truly organises it!)
10. Tim Fitzgerald & Leighton Rawlings offered to furnish info that can be used in a future newsletter. Tim
regarding the 100th anniversary of the 39th AIF Battalion & Leighton a book report on ‘World War One: a
history in 100 stories’.
MEETING CLOSED: 8.50 pm
Calendar of Events.
19 April

Collectors Shoot at the Shelbourne Quarry Range.

1 May

Australian Arms Auctions May Auction at Eley Park Community Centre, 87 Eley Rd., Blackburn Sth.
Melways Ref: 61-G5

5 May

May Committee Meeting – Hosted by Tim Fitzgerald at Eaglehawk Fire Brigade Headquarters

10 May

May General Meeting – Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet Street at 7.30pm. Theme: Edged
Weapons

15 May

Ted Harvey Black Powder Collectors Shoot at the Shelbourne Quarry Range.

Current until
14 August

Eclectic Treasures: Bendigo’s private collections at Bendigo Post Office Gallery, 51-67 Pall Mall,
opposite the Shamrock Hotel. Open daily. Gold coin donation. (incl. 3 GCCA members displays)
1
6
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Truisms
-If I had a dollar for every girl that found me unattractive, they'd eventually find me attractive.
-I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue stand for freedom, until they're flashing behind you.
-Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the local swimming pool, so I gave him
a glass of water.
-Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity.
-I'm great at multi-tasking--I can waste time, be unproductive, and procrastinate all at once.
-Doesn't expecting the unexpected mean that the unexpected is actually expected?
-Take my advice — I'm not using it.
-Hospitality is the art of making guests feel like they're at home when you wish they were.
-Television may insult your intelligence, but nothing rubs it in like a computer.
-I bought a vacuum cleaner six months ago and so far all it's been doing is gathering dust.
-If you keep your feet firmly on the ground, you'll have trouble putting on your pants.
-A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kick boxing.
-Ever stop to think and forget to start again?
-My wife got 8 out 10 on her driver's test--the other two guys managed to jump out of her way.
-There may be no excuse for laziness, but I'm still looking.
-Women spend more time wondering what men are thinking than men spend thinking.
-Give me ambiguity or give me something else.
-Is it wrong that only one company makes the game Monopoly?
-Women sometimes make fools of men, but most guys are the do-it-yourself type.
-I was going to give him a nasty look, but he already had one.
-Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
-The grass may be greener on the other side but at least you don't have to mow it.
-I like long walks, especially when they're taken by people who annoy me.
-I was going to wear my camouflage shirt today, but I couldn't find it.
-If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you.
-If tomatoes are technically a fruit, is tomato sauce a smoothie?
-No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.

ANNUAL SHOW TABLE RESERVATION FORMS
Please note that Table reservation forms are now available for our 2016 show which will be
held on August 27 and 28. Forms have been sent by post to previous traders and displayers
& will arrive during the next week.
If potential exhibitors want to make a reservation but do not have a form, please download
one from our Web site http://www.collectorsbendigo.com.au/
Or contact our show co-ordinator Sean Patten (pictured left) on his Mobile: 0423 533 536 or
by email: s_patten@outlook.com
or Karen Carr who will be assisting Sean for this year’s show by phone (03) 5448 8906 or
email karen355@tpg.com.au and one will be posted.

MANY COLLECTORS CLUBS PUTTING THEIR NEWSLETTERS ON THEIR WEBSITE
Australia Post raising the cost of postage to $1 for each newsletter posted has stirred up a hornet’s nest, resulting in
more and more Collectors Clubs posting their newsletter to their website. Of course this necessitates remembering
to check the websites on a regular basis in order to access newsletters, something we often forget to do with our
busy lifestyles, so perhaps pick a date that you’ll remember each month and make that the night you check websites
for their newsletters! Below are links to two of them.
The Antique & Historical Arms Collectors Guild of Vic. http://armscollectorsguild.com/pages/verylight.htm
Ballarat Antique Arms Collectors Militaria Society http://www.ballaratarms.com.au/member-pages.html
(Then Click Fusillade for latest edition. Comes out on 10th of every second month)

Nick Smith, a retired school teacher who is both Secretary and
Newsletter Editor for BAAMCS maintains the Ballarat Website &
has links to other Firearms related Collectors Club under the
Fusillade link (pictured left) on the BAAMCS Website, so you
could check out the latest newsletters from Queensland,
Tasmania & other Militaria related organisations of interest all
from the one spot thanks to Nick’s hard work in maintaining his
website, a job he performs meticulously.

MARCH MEETING THEME OF ‘OLD TOOLS’
The race has begun for the 2016 Don McKinnon Memorial Show and Tell Award! The March themes was ‘old tools’.
Pictured left is an old tool, no not David Bruce, the axes that he is holding! David spoke very
eloquently about his collection of hatchets and axes which he explained had different edges,
some for straightening house frames, another as a sleeper cutter for railway sleepers. He
also had a Canadian Adz for straightening large billets of timber and lastly, a modern O’Toole
axe for people when camping. This of course was named after the wood cutting champion
that we all watched years ago on ‘Nine’s Wide World of Sport’.
Wayne Sutherland came second in the voting in this instance
With his ‘horse hoof tester.
The theme for this month (April) is Militaria and next month
(May) it will be Edged Weapons.

Bizarre Firearms from History
Firearms have been subject to numerous modifications through their history. They’ve
constantly evolved to meet the needs of warfare, self-defense, and crime, and several
strange examples have popped up over the years. Here are 3 of them. More next month!

Ribauldequin (also known as Organ Guns or Death Organs)

Photo credit: Semhur

One of the early attempts to build rapid-fire artillery was the ribauldequin. It was a cartmounted firing battery used in the 14th and 15th centuries. Because their many barrels
resembled a pipe organ, ribauldequins became known as organ guns, and sometimes death
organs. Far smaller caliber than cannons but larger than average guns, they played a
supporting role in artillery bombardments.
Ribauldequins were designed to be fired in quick succession with a match connecting the
touch hole of all the barrels. Perhaps the largest were horse-drawn wagons with three sets
of guns on each side, which would have made for a total of 144 guns that could be used
against both infantry and armored cavalry. Unfortunately, when these massive gun
batteries were deployed, their heavy weight got them stuck in the mud too often to be very
useful.
In the 14th century, a rapid-fire weapon would have proved quite an advantage during
combat. Ribauldequins, however, suffered from a serious disadvantage as well. While the
weapon itself could fire—in theory—dozens of consecutive rounds, the ribauldequin still
had to be muzzle-loaded. It took a very long time to reload, which made for a long wait
before the next volley. Ultimately, they enjoyed limited use.

Periscope Rifles

Invented by English Lance Corporal W.C. Beech, the periscope rifle was used to fire from
trenches and bunkers without exposing soldiers to enemy fire. He invented the weapon
while serving at Gallipoli, where his invention saw extensive use. He essentially attached
his rifle to a wooden board with a mirror aimed along the gun’s sights and another one
at the bottom of the board through which the sniper could look. Following Beech’s
“homemade” rifle, the governments of the world soon began developing their own.
One of the more advanced was the Guiberson rifle. While most other periscope rifles
were bulky affairs that did little more than attach frames to a normal rifle, the
Guiberson, when its periscope function was collapsed, looked very similar to a normal
rifle.
The stock was hinged and collapsible, and when not in use the mechanics of the
periscope sight were contained inside the wooden butt. Pressing a switch would contort
the rifle and pop out the mirror, instantly turning what appeared to be a normal rifle
into one designed for trench warfare. Unfortunately for soldiers, though, most periscope
rifles models were developed too late in the war to reach the front lines.

Squeezer Pistols

Unlike traditional pistols, the squeezer pistol’s unique shape allowed the whole gun to
fit in a person’s palm. They were marketed as easily concealable alternatives to bulkier
handguns, and could hold more rounds than single- or double-shot Derringers, another
kind of concealable gun that was popular at the time.
This, however, often gave squeezer pistols both a unique shape and somewhat unusual
firing methods.
Several were shaped like rectangular boxes, and some didn’t even have triggers. Instead,
the entire rear of the gun was compressed to fire.
The Mitrailleuse was one such model. When the rear was slightly compressed, it would
push a bullet from the magazine into the chamber. Pushing it further would cock the gun
and release the pin, firing the weapon.
A similar gun, called the Tribuzio, had a firing ring at the bottom of the gun, which was
pulled out to load the gun and pulled back to fire it. Probably due to their uniqueness
and the availability of other small guns that only required the simple pull of a trigger to
fire, squeezer pistols saw very limited popularity.
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Lawyers should never ask a Georgia grandma a question if they aren't
prepared for the answer.
In a trial, a Southern small-town prosecuting attorney called his ... first witness, a
grandmotherly, elderly woman to the stand.
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He approached her and asked, 'Mrs. Jones, do you know me?' She responded, 'Why, yes, I
do know you, Mr. Williams. I've known you since you were a boy, and frankly, you've been a
big disappointment to me. You lie, you cheat on your wife, and you manipulate people and
talk about them behind their backs. You think you're a big shot when you haven't the brains
to realize you'll never amount to anything more than a two-bit paper pusher. Yes, I know
you.'
The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do, he pointed across the room and
asked, 'Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attorney?'
She again replied, 'Why yes, I do. I've known Mr. Bradley since he was a youngster, too. He's
lazy, bigoted, and he has a drinking problem. He can't build a normal relationship with
anyone, and his law practice is one of the worst in the entire state. Not to mention he
cheated on his wife with three different women. One of them was your wife. Yes, I know
him.'
The defense attorney nearly died.
The judge asked both counselors to approach the bench and, in a very quiet voice, said, 'If
either of you idiots asks her if she knows me, I'll send you both to the electric chair!'

Nelson at
Trafalgar in 2016
Nelson: "Order the signal Hardy, that England expects every man to do his duty in this
battle."
Hardy: "Aye, aye sir, but I’ll need to change the wording first."
Nelson: “What the hell did you say? Are you deliberately disobeying my order?”
Hardy: “I’ll need to change it to “England expects every person to do his or her duty,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, religious persuasion or disability”
Nelson: “What gobbledygook is this for God's sake?"
Hardy: "Admiralty policy, I'm afraid, sir. We're an equal opportunities employer now. We
had the devil's own job getting 'England' past the censors, lest it be considered racist."
Nelson: "Gadzooks, Hardy. Hand me my pipe and tobacco."
Hardy: "Sorry Sir. All naval vessels have now been designated smoke-free working
environments."
Nelson: "In that case, break open the rum ration. Let us splice the mainbrace to steel the
people before battle."
Hardy: "The rum ration has been abolished, Admiral. It’s part of the Government's policy on
binge drinking."
Nelson: "Damn it man! We are on the eve of the greatest sea battle in history. We must
advance with all dispatch. Report from the crow's nest, please."
Hardy: "That won't be possible, sir."
Nelson: "What?"
Hardy: "Health and Safety have closed the crow's nest, sir. No harness; and they said that
rope ladders don't meet regulations. They won't let anyone up there until proper scaffolding
can be erected."
Nelson: "Then get me the ship's carpenter without delay!"
Hardy: "He's busy knocking up a wheelchair access to the foredeck Admiral."
Nelson: "Wheelchair access? I've never heard anything so absurd!”
Hardy: "Health and safety again, sir. We have to provide a barrier-free environment for the
differently -abled."

Nelson: "Differently -abled? I've only one arm and one eye and I refuse even to hear
mention of the word. I didn't rise to the rank of admiral by playing the disability card."
Hardy: "Actually, sir, you did. The Royal Navy is otherwise under-represented in the areas of
visual impairment and limb deficiency."
Nelson: "I've never heard such infamy! Break out the cannon and tell the various people to
stand by to engage the enemy."
Hardy: "The people will be a bit worried about shooting at anyone, Admiral."
Nelson: "What? This is mutiny!"
Hardy: "It's not that, sir. It's just that they're afraid of being charged with 'murder' if they
actually kill anyone. There are a couple of legal-aid lawyers on board, watching everyone
like hawks."
Nelson: "Then how are we to sink the French and the Spanish?"
Hardy: "Actually, sir, we're not."
Nelson: "We're not?"
Hardy: "No, Sir. The French and the Spanish are our European partners now. According to
the Common Fisheries Policy, we shouldn't even be in this stretch of water. In fact, we could
get hit with a big claim for compensation."
Nelson: "But you must hate a Frenchman as you hate the devil!"
Hardy: "I wouldn't let the ship's diversity coordinator hear you saying that Sir. You'll be up
on disciplinary report."
Nelson: "But you must surely consider every man an enemy who speaks ill of your King."
Hardy: "Not any more, sir. We must be inclusive in this multicultural age. Now put on your
Kevlar vest; it's the rules. It could save your life"
Nelson: "Don't tell me that rubbish about Health and Safety. Whatever happened to rum,
sodomy and the lash?"
Hardy: “As I explained, sir, rum is now off the menu! And there's a ban on corporal
punishment."
Nelson: "What about sodomy and homosexuality?"
Hardy: "I believe this is now legal, sir."
Nelson: "Good grief! In that case ... kiss me Hardy!"

Perhaps a copy of this Cowboy’s Tombstone, deserves a place in my
Wild West Collection! Sue Rawlings, Editor.

