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Presidents Report June 2016
Hi Troops, Time to prattle on again.
Our annual show preparations are well on the way and we are now receiving bookings and enquiries, but we would
still like to see members display their collections so that we can have a balanced show. We have decided to open
another court so we have a ton more tables for 2016 available. I am still hoping that our show maintains the image that
it is a collector’s show and not just a trade fair, to do this we have to have a lot of members displaying, please
consider…….
If you did not receive a show pack and would like to be a trader or displayer at our 2016 Show, please contact Sean
Patton our show coordinator to request a copy or better still slip onto our website at collectorsbendigo.com.au and
download a copy. Whether you need a form or not, why not log in and see how different our website is it had its
facelift. For members' interest, the 2016 Show dates will be Saturday and Sunday August 27th and 28th. Please mark
your calendars as we hope to see many of you attending and/or helping.
The next collectors shoot will be in July, so NO shoot in June unless it is a private one Gazetted in our minutes, The Ted
Harvey Black Powder Shoot in May was a ‘Super Great Day’. John Bacon opened the day with a blast from his cannon
and that set the theme for the day. Both he and Tony Wadsworth had a ball as it is usually the only time they can blast
off their cannons. About 25 shooters were there with most members getting into the Black Powder Theme and filled the
air with that familiar burnt powder smell. It really was a great day with everybody there experiencing Plenty Big Boom
and Smoke. Great for Asthmatics and stopping the Hazeldene’s chooks laying (still getting over last year).
Next year’s Black Powder shoot will hopefully be an afternoon shoot filtering into a night shoot (sunset shoot). Should
be an interesting spectacle. We also hope that there should be a few more cannons as well.
Annual Subscriptions fall due at the end of June. Subscription reminders were sent out last month and we have
received many renewals already, however, some people have forgotten to write their name on the Subscription
reminder or put their surname as a reference when paying by Direct Debit into the Club Account. It is very important
that this is done so we know for 100% certainty who has paid and who has not! Firearms license holders and those
members who collect prohibited or controlled weapons must renew their annual membership to retain their collector’s
Status. We as a recognised collecting club may be asked to report ALL and ANY members who either resign or are not
financial. This I assure you will be done so we do not jeopardise our authorized club status.
The permit to carry and shoot firearms held in a collection has now been approved for the extra 25 members, so these
extra members are now eligible to shoot their firearms at our gazette shoot days. License to sell explosives still pending.
The Parthian Shot club
newsletter is now available
online in colour. If you have
access to the Internet and
are happy to read the
newsletter online, and save
it to your computer if you
wish, please cancel your
hard copy as by receiving it
electronically, it saves
mailing and printing
expenses, which the club
has to pay for. Alternatively
you can supply your email
address to have it sent
directly to you!
Gee Pee (Greg Penna)

President Greg Penna

Secretary Leighton Rawlings

Treasurer Richard Penna

MAY GENERAL MEETING – Theme: Edged Weapons
The response to the theme of the May meeting was incredible! We had many members covering 3 tables
with their edged weapon displays, and each spoke about their collections in such an interesting way that it
was extremely hard to know who to vote for in the ‘Don McKinnon Show & Tell Award’. The eventual
winner for the night was Ian Rowe, 2nd was Wayne Sutherland and third was Les Lewis. Below are some
photos of members chatting about and enjoying the displays.

One collection included: Gallipoli hook quillon, a spike bayonet, a jungle carbine, an Owen bayonet, No 8
utility bayonet fighting knife, Machete from Vietnam, WW2 Springfield M1 Garand, M3 fighting knife,
German dress daggers, gravity knife of a paratrooper & books on different edged weapons.
Another collection included: Daggers from overseas including Jambiya (Yemen large curved scabbard with
ornate handle), a selection of small & large curved African and Ethiopian blades, wrist knives and finger
knives from Lake Turkana, Kenya. A Moroccan Chief’s ornate gold and black knife, a Yemen ear knife that
was poisonous, a Nibia wooden scabbard with a straight blade, a Malaysian Kriss crinkled blade.
Another collection included: An 1800’s Collection of French weapons including a Curved Sword Bayonet, a
triangle shaped blade, a Sticker leather scabbard, 1851 Lancaster Ballarat Rangers, NCO WW11 Japanese
sword and an Argentinian bayonet.
Another collection included: J.E. Blackman Salinger German, 1850 flat blade shears for shearing sheep and
a Jackin Howe 321 Sheep shearing implement from 1892.
Another collection included: Aussie fighting knives from WW2 & Vietnam, eating utensils, a clasp knife, a
machete bayonet and scabbard, a jungle machete, a Bollo knife, Air crew large overgrown pocket knife,
1890-1900 J. Hunt & Co. Sydney pocket knife & an East Bros. Sydney cleaver from a slaughter house.
Please note, some of the above mentioned edged weapons and their origins may have been spelled incorrectly. Sorry! Ed.

Members listening to fellow collectors speaking about their ‘Edged Weapon’ Collections

Recently Les Lewis who collects and sometimes repairs clocks and watches, received a trench watch from fellow
GCCA member Dennis Trickey for appraisal.
There was an engraving on the back that read:
“Presented to Pte. J. Edmonson by Meerlieu and Bengworden Friends. 24-718.”
Les said: ‘’We do not know what may have happened to him. Yet it was a
privilege to be handling the same watch that was presented on that day, and
to get it running again.
The newspaper article below tells the poignant story of yet another
courageous deed of that time.

Bairnsdale Advertiser, Wednesday 31st July 1918. District
News Meerlieu

Last Wednesday a social was tendered for Mr J. A. Edmondson, head teacher of the half-time schools at Bengworden
and this centre. Mr Edmondson has enlisted, going into camp next week, and the residents of both localities took
this opportunity of showing their appreciation of him as a teacher and their admiration of him as a citizen and for
the step he had taken.
It was the fifth try Mr Edmondson had made to join the A.I.F., having been rejected on four previous occasions.
He is the third member of his family to put on the uniform. One brother has made the supreme sacrifice.
Cr.F. Deery presented Mr Edmondson with a luminous wristlet watch as a token of respect from the residents,
commending the recipient for his perseverance -his courage--in not being daunted by the authorities from taking on
a duty that others rather evaded.
Cr. J. Hoffman, while expressing the regret of the residents at losing Mr Edmondson, said there was no one who
could not admire him for the splendid manliness he had shown in getting into the army after the rebuffs he had
been given. They all wished him a safe return. Mr Edmondson made a suitable reply in thanking the residents for
their gift and their expressions of goodwill. Dvr. J. Grainger, who had recently returned to the district, after having
done his duty at the front, was presented with a shire certificate.
From the Editor – The unwritten challenge behind Les’ words ‘’We do not know
what may have happened to him….’’ was too
much for yours truly, so I did a bit of
investigating via my Ancestry membership
with the following results:
School Teacher J.A. Edmondson was in fact
John Alexander Edmondson who was born in
Abt. 1889 in Yackandandah, Victoria to
Robert & Mary (nee Twist) Edmondson, which
made him about 29 yrs of age when he was
accepted into the A.I.F. I could find no details of his enlistment or service so I suspect he may not have seen active
service overseas.
In the Victorian Electoral Rolls he was listed as living in Bairnsdale in 1917 before he enlisted and the next time he
appears is in 1924 when he lived with his parents and siblings in Blackburn. In 1926 there was a man of the same
name John Alexander Edmondson who was a teacher listed as living in Strathfieldsaye at Mosquito Creek who may
well have been him. There was another teacher of the same name who taught in Echuca and ended up in the Boort
area so I’m not sure which of them lived in Strathfieldsaye. Although
I can find no proof of his marriage, I believe his wife was Mary Lily
Edmondson who resided in Blackburn Rd in 1924 along with him, his
parents & others. Just the two of them were listed as living at 142
Blackburn Rd in 1937, 1943, 1949 and then just John in 1954 and I
found a death extract for Mary in 1953 which would explain that.
The good news is that John Alexander Edmondson who featured in
the newspaper article as being presented with the watch that Les
recently appraised for Dennis, lived to the ripe old age of 88, dying
in Boroondara in 1978.

Golden City Collectors Assoc. Inc. of Bendigo
June Committee Meeting held at the home of Richard Penna – 2 June 2016
Present: Greg Penna, Leighton Rawlings, Richard Penna, Chris Jolme, Les Lewis, Phil Smith, Sean Patten,
Phil Brown, Richard Arman & Vic Lane
Apologies: Sue Rawlings, Matt Carra & Tim Fitzgerald.
P Smith moved that the apologies are accepted. 2nd. L Lewis Carried
Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the 5 May 2016 Committee Meeting were read
V Lane moved that the minutes are accepted as a true record of that meeting. 2 nd. C Jolme. Carried
Business Arising:
1. Les Lewis congratulated Sean Patten on getting the Website up and running so well. Good response from
the Committee and members.
2. Sean Patten raised the idea of having a Facebook page for the GCCA. Phil Brown moved a motion that we
pursue a Facebook page. 2nd. Richard Arman. Carried.
3. Tim Fitzgerald to approach Mick Hanrahan of the ‘Western Front Association’ as a Guest Speaker on WWI at
a Meeting after our Annual Show.
4. Greg Penna reported that the Permit for Collectors shoots has come through.
5. Our ‘Permit to Sell Explosives’ needed for the 2016 Annual Show has been applied for but is still not back.
6. After the successful May black powder shoot it was decided to have the 2017 Black Powder Shoot as a
‘Sunset Shoot’. It appears that a collection of Black Powder Cannons will turn up! More closer to the event.
7. Show Report. We currently have 129 Trade Tables booked and 16 Display. Bookings still coming in. Sean to
attend other shows to promote our Show and see if he can get other traders and displayers.

Correspondence In: (There were 23 items of Correspondence including 11 Subs & 9 Show returns)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bendigo Bank Statement No 336 Club Working Account
Bendigo Bank Statement No 210 – Ladies Committee
Craft Alive – flyer for Show in Bendigo 17-19 June 20163
Flyers for 82nd. Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair. 2-3 July 2016
Subscriptions received from: Nathan Dunstone, Eaglehawk; Jamie Wallden, Youarang; Peter Vanrenen,
Logan; Grant Enever, Ravenswood; Doug & Wes Cahill, Bendigo; Geoffrey Annal, Greensborough; Keith
Edwards, Werribee; Laurie Surplus, Karratha; Tom Gould, Redan; Brendan O’Byrne, Kerang & A.J. Garner,
Faraday, Ron Hardy, Ballarat.
6. Show Returns received from:
 Brian Rosewall, Kangaroo Flat. 1 Trade, 1 Display (No Payment)
 Ross Sinclair (Baynton firearms). 4 Trade (No Payment)
 Vicki Andrew, Bridgewater. 4 Trade (No Payment)
 Rocky Comito (Hunter Home). 4 Trade (No Payment)
 Robert Delpol (Another Collectables Shop). 3 Trade (Cheque $180.00)
 David Dalgliesh (Bendigo Medals). 6 Trade (Cheque $360.00)
 Cameron Douglas (Digger Tactical, Frankston). 3 Trade (No Payment)
 Josef Axselrud (Hermitage Antique Arms, Elwood). 4 Trade (Cheque $240.00)
 Ron Hardy, Ballarat. 1 Trade (Cheque $60.00)

Correspondence Out: May Parthian Shot newsletter.

Moved by L Lewis that ‘Correspondence In’ is accepted & ‘Correspondence Out’ endorsed. 2nd. P Brown
Carried.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer presented his report which will be available in detail at the May General
Meeting. He expressed concern that Subs Notices and Direct Debit bank deposits do not always have the
members name as a reference and asked that a note be put in the Newsletter to alleviate the problem.
S Patten moved that the Treasurers Report be accepted. 2 nd. V Lane. Carried.
Membership Report: 1 new member – Francis James Dilks (ex-policeman from Gladstone Park, Vic.) who was
accepted at Committee level, to be put forward at the general meeting for ratification.

General Business:
1. Event Management Plan and Emergency Management Plan as suggested by Tim Fitzgerald is being put in
place. Venue owner Troy Craig to make his Emergency Management Plan available for us to include with
ours. Include such things as: Need for UHF intercoms (walkie talkie) for Committee Members, Cable ties
through firearms and check what is needed for edged weapons. A special meeting to be convened to deal
with this aspect of the Show.
2. More tables will be needed at show as bookings are on the rise. G Penna to follow up.
3. More Display Cases will be needed. G Penna to follow up with Josef Akselrud who supplied previous cases.
4. Lanyards from previous shows. If any member has any in their possession, give to Sean Patten.
5. Annual Show Advertising – Sean to liaise with Sue Rawlings & Karen Carr. Karen to organise KLFM, Matt
Carra to approach his contact at Fresh FM, Sue Rawlings to arrange for paid advertisements and articles if
possible in Bendigo Advertiser and Bendigo Weekly. Also look at Community listing through Council website
and Radio & Television Community Billboards closer to the event.
6. Saturday Night Social Meal at the show will again be pizza and cheesecake.
7. New Trader ‘Smith Outdoors’ would like to offer some things such as gun pouches, pistol bags, bore snakes,
projectiles as prizes in either a door prize or as part of the raffle.
8. Annual Subs are due. Put notice in Parthian Shot.
MEETING CLOSED: 9.10 pm

Calendar of Events.
17-19 June

Craft Alive – Craft for all ranges and ages. Prince of Wales Showgrounds. 10am-5pm

7 July

July Committee Meeting – Held at the home of Matt Carra

9 &10 July

EUREKA ARMS AND MILITARIA FAIR 2016 – Wendouree Sports & Events Centre, West of the
Norman St. Creswick Rd (A300) Junction. 140+ Trading Tables, $50 door prize every 2 hours,
during the fair (Must be spent at venue). See full flyer on our website under News & Events.

12 July

July General Meeting – Quarry Hill Community Hall, Hamlet Street at 7.30pm. Theme: Antiques

2-3 July

82nd Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair. Westgate Sports & Leisure Complex, Corner Grieve
Parade & Dohertys Road, Altona North. Sat. 9-5. Sunday 9-3. Great Door Prizes. Trade
Exhibition – New & Collectables.

17 July

Collectors Shoot at the Shelbourne Quarry Range.

27-28 August GCCA 33rd ANNUAL ARMS & COLLECTABLES SHOW – Venue: Bendigo Major League
Multisports Complex, 1-2 Waterson Court, Bendigo. Promises to be a great show as bookings
continue to roll in! Download Show documents from our Website if interested in participating.

Bizarre Firearms from History
Firearms have been subject to numerous modifications through their history. They’ve
constantly evolved to meet the needs of warfare, self-defense, and crime, and several
strange examples have popped up over the years. Here are 3 of them. More next month!
Knuckle-duster Guns. A number of knuckle-duster guns emerged in the late 1800s to both keep
travelers safe and murder them. One of the
most famous knuckle-duster guns was the
Apache, which was used by the Parisian
street gangs of the same name. It was a
combination knuckle-duster, knife, and
pepperbox revolver. Since the barrel was the
bullet chamber itself, the weapon’s pistol
aspect only had a limited range.
Other kinds of knuckle-duster pistols existed,
like the Le Centenaire—which was also used
by the Apaches—and an American model
named “My Friend” that saw use in the days after the Civil War. On a national level, US law
enforcement was extremely weak at the time and highway robbery was common. One Irish
immigrant invented a small knuckle-duster handgun for travelers’ personal protection. It was
manufactured in .22, .32, and .41 caliber models and was small enough to be easily concealed in a
pocket or fist.
If the shooter expended all their bullets, they could then flip the weapon around and use it as a fist
weapon. Or, if they wanted to try their luck at hand-to-hand combat first, a pin would keep a
loaded weapon from discharging. Manufactured by the original inventor and his sons, with each
engraving done by hand, each “My Friend” is unique and highly collectible today.

Elgin Cutlass Pistol
The Elgin cutlass pistol was both the first
percussion pistol and the only combination pistol
to be adopted by the US military. It was essentially
a Bowie knife with a single-shot, smooth-bore
pistol attached. One hundred fifty were issued by
the US Navy to arm the Wilkes–South Sea
Exploring Expedition, which went on to both
circumnavigate the globe and prove that
Antarctica was not a collection of islands, but had a
continuous coastline. The weapon appeared in the
wake of James Bowie’s famous dual with Norris Wright in which Bowie used a large knife with a
cross guard and clip point to stab and kill Norris. Knives of the same style became known as
“Bowie” knives and their popularity contributed to the Navy’s use of bizarre combination weapons
like the Elgin cutlass pistol. The knife, though, was not popular with sailors. Aiming a pistol with an
unwieldy Bowie knife attached below the barrel was likely difficult. Also, because it was a gun, it
was equally cumbersome as a knife. Aside from the 150 issued mostly for the expedition, no others
were contracted by the US government.

Super-imposed Firearms - Before the advent of cartridge ammunition, inventors developed a
number of multi-shot firearms, some safer
than others. Among the more dangerous
were the superimposed firearms, which
loaded multiple rounds in the same barrel.
They would, in theory, use each round to act
as a seal to protect consecutive ones from
simultaneous firing once ignited. A
sophisticated—for the time—system of
loading that incorporated separate touch
holes for each round was also designed to
keep the powder from mixing.
In an age where the time taken to reload single-shot weapons could cost someone their life,
superimposed firearms were advertised as revolutionary pieces of technology. There were claims
that the weapons could wipe out entire boarding parties of pirates before they even had a chance
to touch foot on a ship’s deck. With all that hype, at least one inventor tried to capture the
attention of the US Congress with his superimposed gun. Failing that, he approached both the
British War Office and the East India Company, though neither wanted to adopt a weapon that had
the obvious potential to kill its owner. One simple mistake or a dirty barrel could cause the whole
contraption to explode in your hand.

Haight Fist Gun
In World War II, Naval Construction
Battalions were tasked with building airfields
on isolated Pacific islands. It was dangerous
work that required clearing large amounts of
brush that could be hiding enemies. As a last
line of defense in case of an ambush, US
Navy Captain Stanley Haight invented the
Haight Fist Gun, a gun attached to a glove
that fired a single .38 caliber S&W round via
a punching motion.
The fist glove was produced by the Sedgley
Company, which had already been producing
a number of other specialty guns. Officially named the “Hand Firing Mechanism MK 2,“ it isn’t
known to what extent the weapon saw use in the field, though records have at least one case where it
was used to dispatch a knife-wielding Japanese soldier who had boarded a construction vehicle. It
was also issued to diversionary invasion forces to be used if captured by the enemy. It is sometimes
portrayed as a spy weapon, though no instance of spies ever using it has been confirmed.

REMINDER: 2016-2017 GCCA Membership Subscriptions are due by 1st JULY 2016
When returning your membership renewal form with payment, please PUT YOUR
NAME in the space above ‘Dear Member’ on the form. If paying by Direct Deposit,
include your NAME as a reference when transferring the money into our account.
BSB 633-000 Account No. 3021102 Golden City Collectors Association Inc.

HMAS Sydney West Australian survivor Tom Fisher dies

Anthony Stewart Updated Tue Jun 07
14:19:47 EST 2016
Tom Fisher transferred off HMAS Sydney
four weeks before it was sunk.
The last surviving West Australian
crewman of the ill-fated HMAS Sydney
has died in Perth aged 95.
Tom Fisher OAM was a crewman on
board the warship during its operations
in Europe during World War II.

He transferred off the ship in October 1941, and four weeks later the Sydney was sunk off the
Western Australian coast by the German raider Kormoran.
All 645 crew perished in Australia's worst naval disaster.
Mystery surrounded the ship's destruction until 2008, when the wreck was discovered off the coast
of Exmouth alongside the ship which destroyed it.
Mr Fisher could not believe it when he was
told of the fate of HMAS Sydney.
Last month Mr Fisher recalled the shock of
learning about the Sydney's destruction.
"I just couldn't believe it. It was off the coast of
Western Australia, and to be lost, there was no
action there, no enemy action off that coast,"
he said.
"We were going to the action."
He said it was difficult to accept the fact he had survived, while so many of his friends were dead.
"I'm alive and they're not, and I've lived this long, It's a strange feeling to be the only one alive," he
said.
After his military service, Mr Fisher became an active volunteer with the St Vincent de Paul in Perth
and was awarded an Order of Australia Medal for his service.
His funeral was recently held in Perth. There is believed to be at least one other surviving crewman
who served on board HMAS Sydney.

The Deaf Italian Bookkeeper…
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A Mafia Godfather finds out that his bookkeeper, Guido, has cheated him out of
$10,000,000.00
His bookkeeper is deaf. That was the reason he got the job in the first place.
It was assumed that Guido would hear nothing so he would not have to testify in court.
When the Godfather goes to confront Guido about his missing $10 million, he takes along his
lawyer who knows sign language.
The Godfather tells the lawyer, "Ask him where the money is!" The lawyer, using sign
language, asks Guido, Where's the money? Guido signs back, "I don't know what you are
talking about.
"The lawyer tells the Godfather, "He says he doesn't know what
you're talking about." The Godfather pulls out a pistol, puts it to Guido's head and says, "Ask
him again or I'll kill him!"
The lawyer signs to Guido, "He'll kill you if you don't tell him." Guido trembles and signs,
"OK! You win! The money is in a brown briefcase, buried behind the shed at my cousin
Bruno's house.
The Godfather asks the lawyer, "What did he say?"
The lawyer replies,
"He says f.... you, you don't have the balls to pull the trigger."
Don't you just love lawyers?

Balance!
God was missing for six days. Eventually, Michael, the archangel, found him, resting on the
seventh day. He inquired, -- "Where have you been?"
God smiled deeply and proudly pointed downwards through the clouds -- "Look, Michael.
Look what I've made."
Archangel Michael looked puzzled, and said, ---- "What is it?" "It's a planet," -- replied God,
--- and I've put life on it. I'm going to call it Earth and it's going to be a place to test 'Balance."
"Balance?" enquired Michael, -- "I'm still confused." God explained, pointing to different
parts of Earth. "For example, northern Europe will be a place of great opportunity and wealth,
while southern Europe is going to be poor.
Over here I've placed a continent of white people, and over there is a continent of black
people. Balance in all things..."
‘’What is that below us Lord?’’
"That's the Sunshine Coast, Australia, the most glorious place on earth. There are beautiful
trees and gardens, a beautiful river, and days filled with sunshine. The people from the
Sunshine Coast are going to be handsome, modest, intelligent, and humorous, and they are
going to travel the world. They will be extremely sociable, hardworking, high achieving,
carriers of peace, and producers of good things."
Michael gasped in wonder and admiration, but then asked, --- ”But what about balance,
God?
You said there would be 'balance.'
God smiled, --‘’I will create Canberra, Wait till you see the idiots I’ll put there.’’
(Editor: Sorry, but with an election on the horizon, I just couldn’t resist including this one!)

Above is a ‘snip’ from our Website. Don’t forget to visit the GCCA page regularly as it features current
‘NEWS & EVENTS’ between editions of this Newsletter. http://www.collectorsbendigo.com.au/news-events.html
Here are more photos from the day which was attended by 25 members who had an absolute ball…

