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Presidents Report February 2022 

Hi Troops,  

 

   Well, here we are again, just looking over the Covid Wall and looking at a semi clear field. Yay! 

 

  Yippee, the Committee had a Meeting last Thursday, catching up and dealing with a backlog of Club 

matters.  Richard had a few more new member applications to pass at committee level to get them on 

the books. For sure he has been very busy getting all of these new members up to this stage ready to be 

ratified at Club level at the Feb General Meeting.  We did not leave Chris Jolme’s donga until late, 

thanks Chris and Glenda for hosting.  

 

  This Tuesday will also herald the hopeful return of GCCA General Meetings on a regular basis, 

interesting to see how this pans out, masks will need to be worn inside if not socially distanced, unless 

talking or eating or breathing, if you are not breathing you won’t need a mask!   

 

   Sunday, 20th February will be a Collectors Shoot at the Shelbourne Quarry Range.  Mark Reed will 

be Range Officer on the day. Thankfully, the increased numbers allowed to congregate outdoors has 

been lifted, meaning we aren’t restricted by Covid as to how many can attend, so you can just turn up 

on the day, but sign in with the QR code etc. 

 

  No report on Australia Day this year, as we decided that as it was moved to the Jockey Club, the 

GCCA Club would not put on a display this year. Grapevine has not talked as to its success or not.  

2022 will hopefully be a comeback to the Lake! 

 

   GCCA Annual Show??? Do we take a chance and start planning?  Well so far indications are to hold 

one, but we will wait until say April to eventually decide. We also are considering staging a belated 

Club BBQ (in lieu of Xmas Barbie), so keep ears to the ground re this plan    

 

  For any of our members and partners who are not well hang in there and keep on battling… Our 

thoughts are with you. 

 

   On a more serious note, our Club is mourning the loss of Member, Wayne Mitchell who passed away 

recently, another serious collector now in heaven’s happy collecting grounds, but on a positive note, 

Wayne would be pleased to know we are welcoming some of his family as new members, so they keep 

his Collection within the family. 

 

Looking forward to a less interrupted year! 

Gee Pee (Greg Penna) 

  



NEWS FROM SHEPPARTON’s Northern Victorian Arms Collectors Guild. 

They are holding a Swap Meet to replace their 2022 Gun Show, but please be aware this is not a public 

event, it is for members of police approved collector guilds only. Details below. 

 

 

Vale - Geoff Wilson 

 
The Shepparton Club recently lost well known collector and Guild Life Member, Geoff Wilson. 

Geoff was a familiar face at our GCCA Annual Shows and inter-Club events over the years.  

He was proud to be a 

member of the 

N.V.A.C.G. and was 

a very important cog 

in the wheel in the 

successful setting up 

and running of the 

Guild, especially in 

its early years.   

He will be sadly 

missed!  

Our sympathy to his 

family and friends. 

Geoff Wilson (left) at an Inter Club event in the 1990s about to present GCCA 

member Richard Penna with an award. 



Braves and Badges 

True West January 2022 John Langellier and Glenwood J. Swanson   

Early American Indian Police played a strong role in the settlement of the West. 

 

Long-time friends to the whites, the Shoshones served as 

allies, scouts, and police in their Wyoming homeland. All 

images are from the collection of Glenwood J. Swanson 

unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Before recorded history, American Indians practiced some 

form of policing. The Sioux possessed the most organized 

tribal police society called the Akicita, also known as warrior 

societies, policing societies or whip bearers. Their duties 

included general social control. They especially played an 

active role during the annual hunts, keeping tribal members 

from starting too early or making unnecessary noise and 

controlling stragglers. Once the buffalo hunt ended, they 

ensured the equal distribution of meat and intervened in 

discussions of who could claim a specific kill. 

 

But the Cherokees created the original tribal police force recognizable to Europeans. By 1779 “Regulating 

Companies” came into being mainly to deal with horse thefts, some by the whites. In 1808 the Cherokees 

appointed sheriffs and a group of small companies called the “lighthorse” who patrolled the villages and 

enforced the first written code promulgated by an Indian tribe. 

“I have appointed a police, whose duty it is to report to me if they know of anything that is wrong.” 

—Thomas Lightfoot, Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1869 

 

By the turn of the century Sioux police at Pine Ridge could stand tall and compete with counterparts in 

many metropolitan precincts of the era. 

 

The First Indian Police 

Nearly a century later, in 1865 at Fort Laramie, some Sioux wishing to 

remain aloof from growing conflict with the whites on the Northern Plains, 

set up camp east of the post.  

They received rations “for which, in return, they were to serve as scouts 

and camp police. Trader Charles Elliston commanded the paramilitary 

unit….” During May “some of Elliston’s police apprehended the Oglalas 

Two Face and Black Foot,” who the local commander, Col. Thomas 

Moonlight of the 11th Kansas Cavalry, subsequently hanged. 

 In 1878, at the end of the Sioux War, Valentine T. McGillycuddy, the 

agent at Pine Ridge, decided to organize a police department, appointing 

Man Who Carries the Sword (Mi-wa-kan-yu-ha-la) aka Sword or George 

Sword (centre in uniform) as captain, and had him recruit 50 warriors for 

his force.  

He rose to captain of the police force on his reservation because of his 

leadership skills and the respect of his people. Later, Sword temporarily 

headed up the police for Buffalo Bill’s Wild West. 

https://truewestmagazine.com/author/langandswansontwmag-com/


By 1869, Thomas Lightfoot, United States Indian agent to the Iowa and the Sac and Fox tribes in Nebraska, 

established a federally sponsored Indian police. Agent Lightfoot acted in response to a major shift in United 

States policy toward the Indians. Instead of viewing tribal peoples as sovereign nations, the evolving 

approach meant the government would engage with Native people as individuals. In 1869, Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs Ely S. Parker (U.S. Grant’s chief of staff at the end of the Civil War) expressed this view 

when he urged an end to treaty-making. 

The Navajo Police 

While policy waxed and waned, Lightfoot and 

others improvised. For example, in 1872, Agent 

William Arny commissioned Navajo police to 

guard the reservation borders and control cattle- 

and horse-rustling, while Special Indian 

Commissioner for the Navajos Gen. Oliver O. 

Howard organized a cavalry of 130 Navajos to 

guard reservation boundaries, arrest thieves and 

recover stolen stock. The force successfully 

recovered 60 head of stock in three months and 

continued to exist despite orders from Washington 

that it be disbanded. 

 Indian policemen began to wear badges much like their counterparts in other law 

enforcement agencies. This copy was based on an original belonging to Henry Bullhead. 

In fact, although they were effective and served as a model for others to follow, the 

Navajo units were disbanded by the Department of the Interior partly because they 

lacked official funding or approval. A similar, long-lasting initiative, however, took root 

among the Apaches in Arizona. 

Sometimes erroneously known as the “sole survivor of Custer’s Last 

Stand,” Crow scout Curly (standing) later became a policeman, a not 

uncommon transition for men from many reservations. 

John Clum Arrives 

On February 26, 1874, John P. Clum received an appointment as 

Indian agent for the White Mountain Apaches at the San Carlos 

Reservation. There he was charged with the well-being of 4,500 

Apaches. Recently discharged from the U.S. Army Signal Corps in 

nearby New Mexico, he arrived at San Carlos on August 8, which, 

according to his son, Woodworth Clum in Apache Agent; the Story 

of John P. Clum, opened “a new era in southwestern Indian affairs.” 

The 22-year-old New Yorker “soon demonstrated his innovative 

character,” although his “cocky” demeanour alienated many 

important Army officers who resented Indian Bureau interference 

into Arizona matters. 

 

Clum came onto the scene in the wake of the ever-changing 

approach to settling the “Indian Question” during another 

experiment by U.S. Grant’s administration dubbed the “Peace 

Policy.” Several different religious denominations assumed operations of various Indian reservations. The 

Dutch Reformed Church took on responsibilities for San Carlos, which resulted in the need for a new agent. 

  Capt. George Sword  

 



 Although other American Indians have served as 

police officers since the 1860s, John Clum, the agent to 

the Apaches at San Carlos, made much of his 

establishment of such a force at that reservation during 

the 1870s, intimating that he pioneered the concept. 

Courtesy Cowan’s Auctions 

  

Despite “no experience with Indian affairs, based on 

recommendations of former classmates at Rutgers 

College, Clum accepted a commission from the church, which also supported his alma mater. His 

knowledge of the Southwest was limited to a three-year stint” taking meteorological observations in Santa 

Fe. 

Clum travelled to Tucson and from there to the agency. According to Clum’s son, wise heads in that 

community advised him not to go to San Carlos, warning “Better go back to the farm and save your money 

as well as your scalp.” He answered, “The Government is paying my traveling expenses so I cannot lose any 

money by going to San Carlos, and having no hair, I cannot very well lose my scalp.” 

 

When Clum arrived, he was not pleased by what he saw: “Of all the desolate, isolated human habitations! 

Wikiups [sic], covered with brush and grass, old blankets, or deerskins, smoky, smelly. Lean dogs, mangy, 

inert. A few Apaches strolling around as wild and vicious as the inmates of an old folks’ home!” The agency 

office consisted of adobe chinked between small poles. The same poles served as the roof with dried grass as 

a covering. 

  

Fast Horse signed on to the Pine Ridge Indian Police on 2 June 1882, and remained on 

the rolls for years thereafter as indicated by this portrait taken in the 1890s. 

Demonstrating the close connection between scouts and police, Fast Horse wears the 

regulation uniform prescribed by the U.S. Army in 1890 for Indian scouts. 

  

Fortunately, Clum was not easily frightened, otherwise he might have resigned after he 

was shown where an agency employee was stabbed to death, another location by the 

Indian trader’s store where 5th U.S. Cavalry 1st Lt. Jacob Almy met his death on May 

27, 1873, and a third spot where two teamsters were murdered—all by reservation 

Apaches. 

The next morning five Apaches brought a gunny sack into Clum’s office which 

contained the head of an Indian renegade, an instigator of a recent outbreak. General George Crook, a major 

proponent of deploying Indian scouts as part of his strike force against Geronimo, had told them they could 

only return to the agency if they brought in the man. They had not been able to bring him in alive, and could 

not carry the body, so they brought the head!  

 Under Quanah Parker and other fierce fighters, the Comanches, dubbed Lords of the 

Plains, ruled their vast empire. When they made peace, a number of former warriors 

became competent policemen. 

 Impressed with Clum’s progress, in 1878, the U.S. Congress approved $30,000 for 

the employment of 430 privates and 50 officers at various agencies in the West. In 

1880, appropriations provided for 480 Indian police; but in 1881, 49 of 68 agencies 

had Indian police. Nevertheless, in its 1883 session Congress authorized 1,000 

privates and 100 officers. 

The rest is history. Tribal police remain a vital part of life on reservations to this day. 

John Langellier provided this abbreviated excerpt from a work in progress—Indian Scouts, Police, Judges, 

and Soldiers, based on preliminary efforts by the late Glen Swanson. 

 



Serpentine Air Show ready to go after two-year delay by David Chapman (Bendigo Weekly 2/2/22) 

 

Pilot Paul Bennet with his 1942 Gruman 

Avenger at the preview for the 

Serpentine Air Race Photo: Brendan 

McCarthy 

After being grounded for two years due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the centenary 

celebrations of the 1920 Serpentine Air 

Race will finally be held this year in 

March. 

Hailed as Australia's first official air race, 

the event saw four airmen who had flown 

in the skies above Europe during World 

War I take to the air over Serpentine to promote the Second Peace Loan for returned servicemen. 

To mark 100 years of the event, a spectacular air show featuring vintage aircraft and the RAAF Roulettes 

will perform heart-stopping aerobatics to entertain the crowd. 

Organisers are hoping to attract 5000 spectators to the Serpentine airfield, located six kilometres south of the 

township. 

An airfield has been sown on private property under irrigation to cater for aircraft flying in and out for the 

event. 

As well as vintage aircraft, early 20th century motor cars will be on show to recreate the 1920 era of the 

original race. 

Hosted by the East Loddon Historical Society under the banner 'Wings of Peace', the event follows on from 

a 75th anniversary celebration of the 1920 race held in 1995. 

Serpentine pilot Richard Evans who flew in 

the 1995 race with the cup for this year's 

race. Picture: BRENDAN McCarthy 

For everyone on the Serpentine Air Race 

Committee, the fact the 100-year 

anniversary event can take place is a big 

sense of relief after the initial event in 2020 

was cancelled at the outbreak of the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

"We were devastated," committee secretary 

Elizabeth McGauchie said of the 2020 

cancellation. 

She said two weeks out from the airs how, a publicity event was held featuring some of the vintage planes 

which would have been performing on the day. 

"It was fabulous, and everything was looking great and the next thing we hear there's a blanket ban on 

everything," Mrs McGauchie said. 

She said local sponsors from the 2020 event have stayed onboard to allow the committee to get the event up 

and running again. 

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/profile/1298/david-chapman
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/profile/1298/david-chapman


This year's re-organised event will see the RAAF Roulettes fly as low as 80m above the ground at speeds of 

up to 685km/h. 

 Pilot Warren Manuel from Kerang with his 

1941 Tiger Moth. 

Hitting forces of up to 6G and flying as close as 

three metres to each other, the Roulettes put on a 

spectacular show. 

Paul Bennet Air Shows will be co-ordinating the 

8 vintage aircraft to recreate the 1920 air race. 

Committee president Robert Hooke said he was 

hopeful the 2022 event could go ahead without 

disruption this time. 

"We've been planning this for four years but we're not there yet," Mr Hooke said. 

"It's a worry with border restrictions because Paul Bennet is based in Newcastle and some of the pilots are 

registered in South Australia. 

"But we're bowling ahead as if it is going to happen. You've just got to." 

There is a possibility of Mustangs and Spitfires also taking part if there are enough spectators. 

"That's why we want as many people to book online as possible to get a big enough crowd," Mr Hooke said. 

"Money raised will go towards supporting families of veterans which is what the original air race was held 

for in 1920." 

The centenary celebration of the Serpentine Air Race will be held on Sunday, March 20 from 9am. 

Tickets are $35 for adults, $15 for children and $80 for a family. 

To book online, go to serpentineairrace.com.au 

 

 

Interesting Advertisement from 1926 sent in by reader, Eddie Ford 

 

 

https://serpentineairrace.com.au/


Nothing like a few fun puns to get the brain working for the new year! Happy New Year for 2022! 

 

1. The fattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too much 

pi.  

 

2. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island,  but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian .  

 

3. She was only a whisky maker, but he loved her still.  

 

4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class, because it was a weapon of math disruption.  

 

5. No matter how much you push the envelope; it'll still be stationery.  

 

6. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering.  

 

7. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum Blownapart.  

 

8. Two silkworms had a race. They ended up in a tie.  

 

9. A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are looking into it.  

 

10. Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.  

 

11. Atheism is a non-prophet organization.  

 

12. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to the other: 'You stay here; I'll go on 

a-head.'  

 

13. I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me.  

 

14. The midget fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large.  

 

15. The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran.  

 

16. A backward poet writes inverse.  

 

17. In a democracy it's your vote that counts. In feudalism it's your count that votes.  

 

18. When cannibals ate a missionary,  they got a taste of religion.  

 

19. If you jumped off the bridge in Paris, you'd be in Seine .  

 

20. A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess looks at him and says, 'I'm 

sorry, sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger.'  

 

21. Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other and says 'Dam!'  

 

22. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. Unsurprisingly it sank, proving 

once again that you can't have your kayak and heat it too.  

 

23. Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal? His goal: transcend dental 

medication.                                                                                                                                                                        

 

24. There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, with the hope that at least one of the puns would 

make them laugh. No pun in ten did. 



Victoria will become the first Australian state or territory to ban the public display of Nazi symbols. 

The proposed laws come after federal police called for a ban on extremist insignia and propaganda 

The proposed laws, expected to be introduced to state parliament in the first half of 2022 with bipartisan 

support, will prohibit the display of swastikas and other hate symbols in public spaces. 

The Australian federal police earlier this year called for a ban on extremist insignia and propaganda. 

The proposed Victorian laws will not include the use of symbols for educational or historical 

purposes.  (This will enable any members with WWII German memorabilia which may include these 

symbols to display them for historical purposes) 

Alongside the ban, Victoria will introduce sweeping new changes to anti-vilification protections, which will 

be extended to cover areas such as sexual orientation, gender identity and people with disabilities. 

A report released by the Victorian parliament found that many people in the community had experienced 

hate language but, under current laws, protections only extend to race and religion. The state attorney 

general, Jaclyn Symes, said on Thursday that the new anti-vilification laws, along with the banning of Nazi 

imagery, would “send a strong signal” to Victorians. 

The Liberal member for Caulfield, David Southwick, agreed. His Melbourne electorate has a large Jewish 

community and Southwick said he had seen an escalation in recent years of the prevalence of hate symbols. 

“A couple of years ago we saw a swastika painted on an aged care retirement home full of Holocaust 

survivors … and it’s not just an issue for the Jewish community, it’s right across the board,” Southwick said. 

Last year, it was reported that a Nazi flag was flown over a home in north-west Victoria, with the local 

authorities unable to order its removal because it was technically legal. 

“This abhorrent behaviour has no place in our state. The fact that you’re having to ban something that 

shouldn’t be happening in 2021 is quite sad, but it’s necessary,” Symes said. 

Thursday’s announcement was widely supported by multicultural and human rights groups around Australia. 

Peter Wertheim, the co-chief executive officer of peak Jewish body the Executive Council of Australian 

Jewry, congratulated the Victorian government. 

“New codes and symbols are continually being developed by hate groups and the legislation will need to be 

flexible enough to capture this,” he said. “We hope the federal government will follow suit.” The Equality 

Australia CEO, Anna Brown, also released a statement strongly supporting the move. 

“We look forward to working with the government … to ensure the report’s recommendations are swiftly 

implemented,” she said. So far, the new laws would only ban hate symbols in physical public spaces, 

although discussions will take place at a federal level with regards to online spaces. 

Symes will be looking to engage the federal attorney general, Michaelia Cash, later in the year on banning 

internet distribution of these symbols. 

“I hope that other states will follow our lead … but I think anything that we can do as a nation to prevent 

these hurtful symbols and the messages that they convey should be considered by all states,” she said. 

“We want to send a message to people that are flirting with neo-nazism that this is not something that 

Australia accepts.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/apr/29/asio-chief-says-a-terrorist-attack-in-australia-is-probable-in-the-next-12-months
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Military Pension issues 

Can’t say UK Civil Servants have entirely lost their sense of Humour: 

  

 "Lt. Colonel Robert Maclaren retired from the British Army in 2001 after a long fulfilling career. On the 

day that he retired he received a letter from the Personnel Department of the Ministry of Defence setting out 

details of his pension and, in particular, the tax-free ‘lump sum’ award, (based upon completed years of 

service), that he would receive in addition to his monthly pension. 

The letter read, 

“Dear Lt. Colonel Maclaren, 

We write to confirm that you retired from the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards on 1st March 2001 at the rank of 

Lt Colonel, having been commissioned into the British Army at Edinburgh Castle as a 2nd Lieutenant on 1st 

February 1366. Accordingly, your lump sum payment, based on years served, has been calculated as 

£68,500. You will receive a cheque for this amount in due course. 

Yours sincerely, 

Army Paymaster” 

. 

Col Maclaren replied. 

“Dear Paymaster, 

Thank you for your recent letter confirming that I served as an officer in the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 

between 1st February 1366 and 1st March 2001 – a total period of 635 years and 1 month. I note however 

that you have calculated my lump sum to be £68, 500, which seems to be considerably less than it should be 

bearing in mind my length of service since I received my commission from King Edward III. 

By my calculation, allowing for interest payments and currency fluctuations, my lump sum should actually 

be £6, 427, 586, 619. 47p. 

I look forward to receiving a cheque for this amount in due course. 

Yours sincerely, 

Robert Maclaren (Lt Col Retd)” 

 

A month passed by and then in early April, a stout manilla envelope from the Ministry of Defence in 

Edinburgh dropped through Col Maclaren’s letter box, it read: 

 

“Dear Lt Colonel Maclaren, 

We have reviewed the circumstances of your case as outlined in your recent letter to us dated 8th March inst. 

We do indeed confirm that you were commissioned into the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards by King Edward 

III at Edinburgh Castle on 1st February 1366, and that you served continuously for the following 635 years 

and 1 month. We have re-calculated your pension and have pleasure in confirming that the lump sum 

payment due to you is indeed £6, 427, 586, 619. 47p. 

However, 

We also note that according to our records you are the only surviving officer who had command 

responsibility during the following campaigns and battles; The Wars of the Roses 1455 -1485 (Including the 

battles of Bosworth Field, Barnet and Towton) The Civil War 1642 -1651 (Including the battles Edge Hill, 

Naseby and the conquest of Ireland) The Napoleonic War 1803 – 1815 (including the battle of Waterloo and 

the Peninsular War) The Crimean War (1853 – 1856) (including the battle of Sevastopol and the Charge of 

the Light Brigade) The Boer War (1899 -1902). 

We would therefore wish to know what happened to the following, which do not appear to have been 

returned to Stores by you on completion of operations: 

. 

9765 Cannon - 26,785 Swords - 12,889 Pikes - 127,345 Rifles (with bayonets) - 28,987 horses (fully kitted) 

. 

Plus, three complete marching bands with instruments and banners. 

WE have calculated the total cost of these items and they amount to £6,427,518.119.47p. We have therefore 

subtracted this sum from your lump sum, leaving a residual amount of £68,500, for which you will receive a 

cheque in due course. 

. 

Yours sincerely . . .” 



A little bit of flood damage at Castlemaine Rifle Club! 

 

You will see from the pictures below that there was a fair bit of flood damage to the range 

butts at Castlemaine at the end of January. The PSR target shed was under water, and the 600 

and 300yd mounds washed away.  

 

A working bee was planned for the following weekend of 5th & 6th Feb - most likely digging 

out the sludge from the butts, salvaging targets etc. They hope to be back up and running in 

time for the first PSR comp.  

 

Around the same time, on Saturday 29th January I saw an article in the Bendigo Advertiser 

that might be especially important to the Castlemaine Rifle Club who could perhaps apply 

for funding in the wake of the recent flooding. Sue Rawlings, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On the following page is an advertisement for the RSL & GCCA sponsored Castlemaine & 

Kyneton Rifle Clubs Annual Military & Classic Shoot being staged on 19th March 2022.  

Where else can you see a .303 Vickers in action? If shooting, booking essential, or come for 

the demonstration that takes place at approximately 1.00pm. bringing any interested friends.                                 

Chris Jolme, Captain, Castlemaine Rifle Club. 
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