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Presidents Report March 2022 

 

Hi Troops, 

   

It’s March now and usually this is when we start the processes running to get our Annual Show going, 

but the Committee decided that this year it’s best to wait until April before making a final decision to 

make sure Covid restrictions have settled down, making it easier to plan ahead.  If QR Codes are no 

longer required for an event such as ours and masks are no longer mandatory, the event should be able 

to go ahead in much the same way previous Shows have. 

 

Thankfully, we are back to holding regular Committee and General meetings and we are pleased to let 

you know we are planning to hold a Club BBQ on Saturday 2nd April at the Quarry Hill Hall.  As with 

our Xmas Barbecue, the meat, salads & sweets and soft drinks will be supplied by the Club.  All you 

have to do, is come along and bring any of your family members who would like to join us, arriving 

any time from 5.30pm for a 6pm (ish) start to enjoy this purely social occasion.  

 

For catering purposes, we need to get an idea of how many people plan to attend the BBQ.  If not 

attending the March General Meeting where a head count will be taken, could you please contact Sue 

via email gccabendigo@gmail.com or send a text message or ring her on her mobile 0407 436 311 and 

leave a message if she doesn’t answer. 

 

There will be a Collectors Shoot on 20th March so keep this in mind, same place and same time.   No 

theme, just a shoot.  If for some reason because of weather or fire warnings, we cannot have a gazetted 

shoot, then I will get Phil Smith to include a message cancelling the shoot on the website, so check it 

out if in doubt first, or just ring Mark instead. 0412 706 760 

 

It is great now that we the GCCA can now have Committee and General meetings with Covid Normal, 

so great time now to start making plans to attend the General Meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each 

Month.  Hopefully, we can get back to well attended meetings with our Show and Tell session at the 

end reinstated! 

 

 

 

That’s all for now.   

 

I hope you are all managing to avoid 

having to isolate due to a member in 

your family getting Covid, but now 

things have been opened up, there is a 

stronger chance of this happening, 

however, things are a lot better than they 

were this time last year, so that’s a 

positive. (no pun intended) 

 

     Yours in collecting, 

        Gee Pee (Greg Penna) 

              

mailto:gccabendigo@gmail.com


Australian War Memorial  

Wednesday16th February marked the 80th anniversary of the Banka Island Massacre.  

 

We remember and pay tribute to Sister Mary Elizabeth 

Cuthbertson, who was killed on this day in 1942. 

 

Popularly known as “Beth”, Mary Cuthbertson was born on 

5 March 1910 to William and Lillian Cuthbertson. She had 

two younger brothers and a younger sister, Joan. 

 

She trained as a nurse at Ballarat Base Hospital and went on 

to study at the Queen Victoria Hospital in Melbourne.  

 

In August 1937 her engagement to Dr John Scholes was 

announced, but he died suddenly the following March. 

Cuthbertson was living in Ballarat when she enlisted in the 

Australian Imperial Force on 20 August 1940.  

 

She embarked for Singapore in July 1941 and was attached 

to the 10th Australian General Hospital. 

 

Once the fall of Singapore became inevitable most 

Australian personnel were evacuated from the island.  

 

Cuthbertson was one of 65 Australian nurses who left Singapore aboard the Vyner Brooke on 14 February 

1942. Two days later the ship was bombed by the Japanese and many lives were lost. Cuthbertson was 

among those responsible for ensuring passengers were evacuated. Some were put into lifeboats, and those 

who could swim made for the nearby Banka Island. 

 

Some of the survivors travelled to the nearest port to formally surrender to the Japanese, but Cuthbertson 

was among the 22 Australian nurses who remained on the beach to tend the wounded. 

 

On the morning of 16 February, a group of Japanese soldiers arrived on the beach. The men were ordered 

around a headland, where they were killed. 

 

The nurses were ordered to walk into the sea. When the water reached their waists, the Japanese opened fire 

with machine-guns and all but one, were killed. Beth Cuthbertson was 31 years old. 

 

In 2004 Ballarat opened its Australian Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial, where Cuthbertson’s name is listed 

among the more than 36,000 former prisoners of war. Her sister, Joan, was at the opening, and recalled the 

pain of not knowing what had happened: It was a terrible thing for my parents to wait for the news. We only 

knew that Beth was missing. It really was a terrible time for our family. 

 

In the early 1990s her sister Joan returned to the beach where her sister was killed, taking her daughter, 

Beth, who she named in her sister’s honour. 

 

Sister Mary Elizabeth Cuthbertson is commemorated on the Singapore Memorial, and her name is listed on 

the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial, among some 40,000 others from the Second World 

War. Hers is one of many stories of service and sacrifice, who gave her life for us, for our freedoms, and in 

the hope of a better world. 

 

To watch the 10 minute ‘Last Post Ceremony’ for Beth, follow this link and go to the bottom of the page: 

http://ow.ly/9G5050HK40A  

   

https://www.facebook.com/AWMemorial?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUHy5TtZyrq5gok-cy-pdSMf4_1JJTzdxejOVx6v4JtemOrb4TURvngypsBQaGJSWHAAfpBT-ookiCqxQniZxujfymcYcyNUKRM_DsRqM0ZbBJCMX4RX708NGQwpQ-l7gq7ODim8xQM5ZxUDLb-QtIg_WnlOb4vM0APsGMYycUlH1w9w6yIM09aAEH5O548vUs51a4rhwolXIwuLII4CMwqnfztFWPb2OowUtnU_c3d6Q&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
http://ow.ly/9G5050HK40A?fbclid=IwAR0A4Sss8q4PI-Qb_RD7lqlX0FF-ZvqgNejiciJ9N6xqre7ZkUe9pogRevY


Hunters and animal activists up in arms over duck hunting season by Allanah Sciberras (Bendigo 

Advertiser, 5 March 2022 

OUTRAGE: Wildlife advocates are furious at this year's extended 

duck shooting season, while hunters are disappointed over new 

rules around bag limits. Picture: Jason South/ACM. 

Wildlife advocates are angered at this year's extended duck shooting 

season, while hunters are disappointed over new rules around bag 

limits. 

The 2022 season will begin at 8am on Wednesday, March 16 and will go until 30 minutes after sunset on 

Monday, June 13, with the bag limit for hunters restricted to four birds per day. 

A Game Management Authority spokesperson said the new arrangements had been made after modelling of 

habitat and waterbird abundance surveys in eastern Australia, as well as other analysis and other data 

relating to game duck abundance, habitat distribution and climate. 

Eaglehawk hunter Mark Little - who has been duck hunting for 50 seasons now - said the changes were very 

disappointing. 

He said the changes would have a huge impact on regional economies. 

‘’If we had the choice between cancelling the duck season opening and cancelling Christmas, we would 

take cancelling Christmas anytime.’’  

"Duck hunters are angry, and we are disappointed," he said. "To come out with a four-bag limit is really an 

insult and doesn't pass the pub test, I don't understand it really." 

Mr Little said the Wednesday opening was another disappointing change. He said many hunters were losing 

the opportunity to experience their traditions and are unable to attend a mid-week opening due to other 

commitments. 

"The mid-week opening has been difficult, I am able to go but I mean my grandson can't take off school to 

come away with me and I think out of the nine members of our group, only two of us can get away," Mr 

Little said. 

"That impacts on our traditions that have been going on since I was a young boy. 

"If we had the choice between cancelling the duck season opening and cancelling Christmas, we would take 

cancelling Christmas anytime." 

However, the changes have also angered animal activists. Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck Shooting 

Inc (RVOTDS) said the announcement was "pretty gutless". All our efforts and resources should be put 

toward protecting our native wildlife and their habitats. A RVOTDS spokesperson said the state government 

were more concerned with "a minority group of bird shooters", than regional residents and businesses. 

"This is a very disturbing decision made by our government during an age when we are better educated on 

the fragile status of our environment," they said. 

"All our efforts and resources should be put toward protecting our native wildlife and their habitats. We are 

dumbfounded at the ignorant short sightedness and 'head in the sand' approach this government is taking. 

"When our rural communities are crying out for opportunities to benefit from the booming trend of nature-

based tourism which is hampered by shooting, stuck in the fifties is where this government is leaving us. 

"Victorians deserve better." The full-length season settings for this year with a different bag limit was 

recommended based on harvest data modelling by two ecologists Marcel Klaassen and Richard Kingsford. 

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/profile/1106/allanah-sciberras
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/profile/1106/allanah-sciberras


The pair advised reducing the bag limit is a more effective way to reduce the overall harvest of game ducks 

rather than reducing season length. 

RSPCA Victoria policy and advocacy manager Clare Brealey said the sport caused "inherent and 

unnecessary injury, pain, suffering, distress or death" to the animals involved. 

"Duck hunting results in distress, fear, pain and suffering of tens of thousands of birds each year," she said. 

"Using a shotgun, results in a substantial number of ducks being wounded, with some individuals surviving, 

while others will suffer before eventually dying." 

A Field & Game Australia spokesperson however said they were disappointed in the outcome of the 

decision-making process. 

"The only positive we can pull from the duck season arrangements for Victoria 2022 is the return to the 

legislated season length with an added three days," the spokesperson said. 

"It is still disappointing to see that Blue Winged Shoveler continue to be left off the hunting list and yet 

there's still no real commitment from anyone to do further scientific research to determine justification for 

such a move." 

The GMA will continue to monitor conditions in the lead up to and during the season, with some wetlands 

possibly closed to hunting or regulated to protect concentrations of rare or threatened species. 

The six duck species which can be hunted throughout the season include the Pacific Black Duck, Chestnut 

Teal, Grey Teal, Australian Shelduck, Pink-eared Duck and Wood Duck. 

The 2022 season will 

start at 8:00 am on 

Wednesday 16 March 

2022 and will close 30 

minutes after sunset on 

Monday 13 June 2022. 

In conclusion -             

A little ‘Duck Hunting’ 

humour from both the 

Hunter and the Duck’s 

viewpoint!  

 



From the Archives – 21st edition of the Parthian Shot, October 1993. 

An article about a re-enactment at Sandhurst Town by Gary Goldsmith. 

It was early on a beautiful Spring morning when we trooped in to the 

‘’servants’’ entrance at Sandhurst Town. Steve (Ewart) and I were to be 

troopers, which made a vocational change from being bushrangers!  

After waiting for others to turn up (we utilized our time efficiently by 

walking around in circles). We helped Peter (Forster) to set up his display 

in the tent Geoff (Lyons) and Steve had kindly erected the previous day. 

We were unsure if the caps and jackets 

needed for our costumes were going to 

turn up, so bought a couple of troopers 

‘caps off Peter. Our next couple of hours were taken up by unpicking the 

badges on the front of the caps with a knife and a pair of tweezers (a fun 

time was had by all involved at this stage)  The finished products looked as 

if a canary had vomited upon them. Later we discovered that with the use 

of a little black marker applied on the appropriate area worked wonders. 

Whose idea was the knife? …..soon John Oakes had arrived followed by 

Rosie (Brian Rosewall) and then John Casey. (A sigh of relief was had by 

all). 

 

After being filled in on the day’s events, we were set for 

action. The re-enactment was going well with much 

marching, yelling and gun shots. Steve and I had to double 

up as firemen for the fire in the bank. After changing into 

red jackets, we were ready and waiting on the fire cart, 

unfortunately the horse had other ideas about moving onto 

the scene. Rosie gave the horse a slap on the rump and the 

wonderful beast bolted, dumping Steve and me out the 

other end of the cart, followed by the water barrel. We 

ended up quite wet, muddy and in fits of laughter 

(including persons involved and onlookers). 

We continued on with the rest of the show without any other theatrics. We finished the day by going to the 

Allies Hotel to have a few small drinkie-poos with the owner. 

Sunday…John Oakes moved his display outside, leaving the tent looking rather bare. Heaps more people, 

more arrests and heaps of train robberies created an unbelievable time. On the last train robbery, we made 

our way to Goldwash Gully to save the passengers on the train. 

After many shots were fired and a lot of yelling, Mad Dog, the bushranger 

surrendered. During his struggle to escape, my nose connected with his elbow, 

which caused lots of blood and a small fracture in my snoz. The day was finished 

once again with a few more small drinks. 

After all of this, it was a voted a thoroughly good weekend and we are looking 

forward to next year. 

‘Trooper’ (and Bushranger) Gary Goldsmith.  
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 HOW IS NORMA?  

  ............... This is hilarious !! 

 

A sweet grandmother telephoned St. Joseph 's Hospital. She timidly asked, "Is it possible 

to speak to someone who can tell me how a patient is doing?" 

 

The operator said, "I'll be glad to help, dear. What's the name and room number of the 

patient?" 

 

The grandmother in her weak, tremulous voice said, "Norma Findlay, Room 302." 

 

The operator replied, "Let me put you on hold while I check with 

the nurse's station for that room." 

 

After a few minutes, the operator returned to the phone and said, "I have good news. Her 

nurse just told me that Norma is doing well. 

Her blood pressure is fine; her blood work just came back normal and her physician, Dr. 

Cohen, has scheduled her to be discharged tomorrow." 

 

The grandmother said, "Thank you. That's wonderful.  I was so worried. God bless you 

for the good news." 

 

The operator replied, "You're more than welcome.  Is Norma your daughter?" 

 

The grandmother said, "No, I'm Norma Findlay in Room 302.  No one tells me shit." 

 

TRUE STORY 

 

 
 

Vladimir Putin, wanting to get on the good side of voters, goes to visit a school in Moscow 

to have a chat with the kids. He talks to them about how Russia is a powerful nation and 

how he wants the best for the people. 

  
At the end of the talk, there is time for questions. 
  

Little Sasha puts her hand up and says "I have two questions: 

Why did the Russians take Crimea? And why are we sending troops to Ukraine?" 

Putin says "Good questions..." But just as he is about to answer, the bell goes, and the kids 

go for lunch. 

  
When they come back, they sit back down and there is room for some more questions so 

another girl, Misha, puts her hand up and says, 

"I have four questions. My Questions are: 

Why did the Russians invade Crimea? Why are we sending troops to Ukraine? 

Why did the bell go 20 minutes early for lunch? And where is Sasha?" 

 



 

Soldier from WWI identified 

The body of a Victorian soldier killed in action during the First World War has been identified in an 

unnamed grave in France, more than a century after his death. 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel Andrew Gee announced the identification of 

Lieutenant James Mark Kennedy, on Remembrance Day 2021. 

Lieutenant Kennedy, born 16 April 1879, served with the 26th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force during 

‘The Great War’. 

CAPTION: Lieutenant 

James Mark Kennedy, his 

grave site, and Nurse Lottie 

Kendell whom he met on the 

troop ship to war and 

married in Egypt after 

surviving Gallipoli. 

 

“Thanks to painstaking 

research over a number of 

years, Lieutenant Kennedy’s 

family now know his final 

resting place and he can be 

given the memorial he 

deserves,” Minister Gee said. 

“It is pleasing that, as we commemorate Remembrance Day, we have been able to bring some closure to 

another Australian family whose loved one lost their life fighting for our nation. 

“Born in Clarendon, Victoria and recruited in Queensland, Lieutenant Kennedy dedicated the majority of his 

life to service, including fighting in both the Boer War and the First World War. 

“He was 37 when he was tragically killed near Flers on 5 November 1916, after his unit attacked German 

trenches near a defensive position known as ‘The Maze’. 

“Due to the dangerous conditions from heavy bombardment and thick mud, Lieutenant Kennedy’s remains 

could not be recovered following the battle and he was commemorated on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial. 

“It is remarkable that after 105 years, his final resting place has now been identified. 

“It says much about Australia, that after more than a century we are still honouring our sacred national 

commitment to never forget those who gave everything for our nation. 

“I want to thank Fallen Diggers Incorporated, the Office of Australian War Graves, the Australian Army, 

and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, whose detailed research and support made this 

identification possible and has given some closure to Lieutenant Kennedy’s family.” 

In consultation with Lieutenant Kennedy’s grandchildren, arrangements will be made to replace the 

previously unmarked headstone with one bearing his name and service details. 

Lieutenant Kennedy’s grandson Mark Kennedy said learning of his grandfather’s burial location was a small 

miracle. 

“Since 1987 I’ve tried here and there to search for information regarding my grandfather’s whereabouts. But 

like thousands of others like him, he vanished in the trenches,” Mr Kennedy said. 



“I’d grown up with many stories of him from my father, so I think it’s fair to say he was lost but not 

forgotten. 

“The love story between my grandfather and grandmother was a great wartime romance. It’s a great shame 

they weren’t able to be together very long, having only been married nine months.” 

Margaret White, Mark’s sister, and the granddaughter of Lieutenant Kennedy said she was grateful and 

surprised by the news. 

“I find it amazing they were able to discover my grandfather’s final resting place after so many years. I’ve 

got my grandfather’s medals, bugle, and other memorabilia at home and it’s quite incredible how much 

information is still available more than one hundred years later,” Mrs White said. 

“I am hopeful I am one day able to visit my grandfather’s grave and pay my respects and continue to share 

these memories with my own children and grandchildren.” 

The First World War remains the costliest conflict for Australian lives and casualties. With a country fewer 

than five million people, 416,809 men enlisted of which more than 60,000 were killed. 

 Background: 

Lieutenant James Mark Kennedy was born in Clarendon in Victoria, on 16 April 1879. 

He served in the Boer War with the South African Constabulary and enlisted in the Australian Army in the 

Queensland town of Miles in February 1915, being commissioned into the 26th Battalion. 

On his way to Egypt aboard the troopship Kyarra, he met Australian Army Nurse, Charlotte ‘Lottie’ Kendell 

from Geelong. 

After serving at Gallipoli, Lieutenant Kennedy returned to Egypt and married Lottie on 29 February 1916. 

In March, Lieutenant Kennedy deployed to the Western Front with his unit and while he was there, Lottie 

gave birth to a son they named William ‘Bruce’ Kennedy on 23 June 1916. 

Upon his return to France, Lieutenant Kennedy was seriously wounded at Pozieres in late July 1916 and was 

invalided to the United Kingdom. He was able to spend a short time recovering with his new wife and son in 

Scotland. Despite Lottie urging her husband to accept a safer staff role, he insisted on returning to his men 

and re-joined his Battalion in October 1916. 

This would be the last time Lottie and baby Bruce would spend together with James. Three weeks later on 5 

November, while leading his Platoon during the Battle of Flers, Lieutenant Kennedy was killed. 

Lottie returned to Geelong, Australia and never remarried, passing away following injuries due to a traffic 

accident in 1970. 

Lieutenant Kennedy’s remains could not be recovered following the Battle of Flers and he was 

commemorated on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial. 

In 1925, an Australian Officer wearing a medal ribbon indicating service during the Boer War was 

recovered from the location that Lieutenant Kennedy was last seen, and buried nearby at Cabaret Rouge 

British Cemetery, Souchez. At the time, the soldier was not able to be identified and was buried in an 

unnamed grave. 

Recent investigations by Fallen Diggers Incorporated determined that Lieutenant Kennedy was the only 

Australian Officer missing in the vicinity of his death who had been awarded a medal for Boer War service. 

All other Officers were ruled out, allowing his identity to be conclusively established. 

Fallen Diggers Incorporated has now helped identify 37 Australian First World War soldiers. 

Further information on Unrecovered War Casualties is available on the Army website. 

https://www.army.gov.au/our-work/unrecovered-war-casualties/


 

REMINDER – The Castlemaine & Kyneton Rifle Clubs Military and Classic Shoot will be held on 

Saturday 19th MARCH at the Castlemaine Rifle Range, 74 Tomkies Road, Castlemaine.                                                    

The $25 Entry Fee is for Competitors only!  No charge for spectators 

GCCA Members and friends are welcome to attend the Historical Display (live firing) Demo from 1pm.                     

Food and Drink for Sale.  Lunch Available.  Wet Canteen.   
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Congratulations to GCCA Members Kerri 

Neven and Brad Knox who were married late 

last year in between lockdowns.   

They squeezed in a super-small event of only 

15 nearest and dearest. This photo was taken in 

the ruins of the old slate mine on Specimen 

Gully Road out the back of Castlemaine after 

their wedding at their house/B&B in Chewton.  

Not quite the shenanigans including holding up 

the train at Muckleford they had originally 

imagined, but lots of fun was had in Covid 

times nonetheless! 

Brad and Kerri are avid supporters of our 

Twilight Black Powder Shoot each year.  

Brad & artist wife Kerri of ‘The Drawn Gun’ 

will have a trade table again this year at our 

2022 Annual Show in August should it go 

ahead, which is highly likely! 

The happy couple will also be at Ballarat’s 

Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair on July 9 & 10. 

See below for details of the BAAMCS Fair. 
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